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In This Issue: 

MAR      7: LWML Meeting   10:00 a.m. 
               Lenten Midweek Service                7:00 p.m. 
MAR    12: Senior Service       1:00 p.m.  
MAR    13:  Friendly Seniors   11:30 a.m.    
MAR    14:     Lenten Midweek Service      7:00 p.m. 
MAR    29: Maundy Thursday Service   7:00 p.m. 
MAR    30: Good Friday Service       7:00 p.m. 
APRIL    1: Easter Sunrise Service      6:30 a.m. 
  Easter Worship Service    8:15 a.m. 
 
 

Worship with us this Easter! 
 

Maundy Thursday Worship w/Communion … 3/29    7:00 p.m. 
 

Good Friday Worship .………………………… 3/30    7:00 p.m. 
 

Easter Sunrise Service w/Communion ……….    4/1    6:30 a.m. 
              (Easter Morning brunch between services) 

Easter Worship Service w/Communion ……..     4/1    8:15 a.m. 
 

                … and after! 
 

Saturday Evenings …     5:30 p.m. 
Sunday Mornings  …      8:15 a.m. 

           …    10:45 a.m. 
Sunday School  
(for Adults and Kids) …  9:30 a.m. 

 
   Tuesday Morning Bible Study  …         9:00 a.m. 

  

The Gathering Together  

of Yourselves 
 
"Let us consider how to stir up one 

another to love and good works, not 

neglecting [the gathering together of 

yourselves] as is the habit of some, . . . "  

(Hebrews 10:24-25 (I like the older wording.)) 
 

There is something about the gathering together 
of Christians.  It is different from other groups.   
Our Voters' Assembly is a good example of how 
this works.  When we meet we begin with 
Scripture and prayer.  And we say that our 
meeting will be guided by the word of God.  
What that actually means is that we are a 
“Worshipping Assembly of Voters.” 
 

With a “Worshipping Assembly” things are 
different.  Elections are different.  And decisions 
are different.  First we begin with the Word of 
God.  Then we call on the Holy Spirit to guide us.  
As we talk things over, part of what we are doing 
is searching the Word of God.  Our example is 
Acts 15 where the disciples met to decide about 
accepting the Gentiles into the church. 
 

“The apostles and the elders were 

gathered together to consider this 

matter.  And after … much debate, 

Peter stood up                 

    (Con’t on p. 2) 

Save the Date! 
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The Gathering Together … (con’t) 

 We seek and pray for His will to be done.  And we ask the 
Holy Spirit to lead us into this wisdom.  (Read 1 Corinthians 
2:9-16.) 
 

For you individually 
It works the same way Sunday after Sunday for each of us 
individually.  We gather and the Word of God is right in the 
middle of everything we do.  We speak the Word of God to 
each other – almost all of our Worship Service is simply 
words of the Bible that we say to each other. 
 

As we do those things the Holy Spirit is leading us into the 
Truth.  We are; 
in the presence of God and it is a time to receive from God 
and listen to Him, and  
we are in the company of other Christians who also are 
being taught by God.  Together we are being formed and 
fashioned in our character and lives by the Holy Spirit. 
When we continue to meet with God week after week 
things happen.  Over time we begin to notice that we are 
thinking in ways we would not have before.  We understand 
things in different ways than before.  And we begin to want 
to know more about Jesus Christ and His teachings. 
 

This is a word to our young people getting ready to be 
confirmed (and those who remember their confirmation 
around this time of year) 
Remember, it is this Word of God that feeds you spiritually.  
We need the tools and spiritual weapons that God gives.  
We need the means of grace.  You need, just like every 
Christian before you, has needed:  
the Word (you will need His promises so many times in 
your life);  
the Wet Word (remember your baptism, the forgiveness He 
has given you, and the new start God gives you every day); 
and  
the Tasty Word (where Jesus communes with you).   
 

For all of us this is true.  When we turn away from the Word 
of God and when we wander off from gathering around the 
Word of God, we begin to weaken in our faith and in our 
spiritual life.   
With the Word of God and with gathering around God’s 
words and promises we have Jesus’ promise that He 
Himself will be there to strengthen us. 
 

For all of us as we prepare for Confirmation Sunday:  
Remind each other.  Pray for each other.  Encourage each 
other. 
   Pastor Mark   

   (1 Corinthians 2:2) 

 

[and told how God had brought the household of 

Cornelius to faith].  

… and they listened to Barnabas and Paul  

….  [and] James replied, “… Simeon has related 

how God first visited the Gentiles, to take from 

them a people for His name.  And with this the 

words of the prophets agree [and he continued by 

quoting Amos 9:11-12].” 
 

Notice how they were prayerfully digging into the Word of 
God, so that God could work in them through His Word (His 
means of Grace), and so guide them in their life together. 
 

God keeps His promises.  When we are praying and 
worshipping we are in the presence of God.  He promises to 
be with us.  And when we desire and search the Word of 
God, He will bless.  He uses His “Means of Grace” working 
deep within us to guide us, to order our thinking, and to lead 
us as His people. 
 

“In the midst of the congregation”  (Hebrews 2:12) 
There are a lot of verses in the Bible about the life of 
Christians together.  The Psalms talk about "The Great 
Assembly."  Psalm 22 quotes Jesus saying, “I will tell of Your 
name to My brothers; in the midst of the congregation I will 
sing Your praise.”  And Jesus promised, “Where 2 or 3 are 
gathered in My name there am I among them.” (Matthew 
18:20)  We believe and confess that when we gather as a 
worshipping assembly; Jesus is there to guide us.  He gives 
His Holy Spirit to guide us and lead us into His truth. 
 

A question that comes up every so often gives a good 
illustration.  Why does a congregation’s Voters’ Assembly not 
allow for absentee ballots.  It is not because they want to 
exclude those who can't attend.  Instead it's because we are 
a worshipping assembly.  We are gathering in prayer and 
searching God’s Word; and we realize that God may lead us 
in ways we do not expect.  There in the worshipping 
assembly God is in charge. We take that seriously when we 
come in prayer and agree to submit all our thoughts and 
decisions to His Word.  The blessing that comes from that 
relationship is far greater than anything we could gain by our 
own ways of persuading each other. 
 

This is all very different.  It's not something you will find in a 
city council, a state assembly or our national congress.  A 
“Voters’ Worshipping Assembly” is not the same as how 
people campaign or try to win votes.  We do discuss and we 
do try to persuade.  But we are gathered to worship in every 
one of our meetings.  Jesus is among us as He promised.  
He is the Lord.   
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1st Laurie Applebee 

 Greg Carlson 
4th Bonnie Rydell-Nelson 

5th Alora Carlson 

Keith Larson 
8th Deb Carter  

 Bob Wills  

9th Pat Schultz 
         11th Greg Johnson 

         12th  Teddy Ruedin 
 

15th Susan Seidler 
 Paula Willig 

16th  Aaron Applebee 

19th Richard Enervold 
23rd Austin Applebee 

 Georgette Walker 

25th Ryan Kennedy 
29th Ella Pool 

30th Scott Halkyard 

 Amanda Krugler 
 

      March  
BIRTHDAYS                                                                 

_                                          _                                     
 

God bless you on your baptism 

WADE TONDINI! 
February 25, 2018 

 

2nd   Gary and Terri Gillette    12 years 
   Pat & Ann Oslakovich    22 years 
 

 

4th  Bob and Alice Hunt    57 years 
 

 

        March  

ANNIVERSARIES                                       _ 
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Come Worship with us!   

…and then join us for food and friendship afterwards! 

MONDAY, MARCH 12 at 1:00 p.m. 

 

FRIENDLY SENIORS 
We invite you to join us at: 

ROMINE’S RESTAURANT 

TUESDAY, MARCH 13 at 11:30 a.m. 

(Please sign up on the provided sheet on the bulletin table.) 

 

SENIOR SERVICE 
 

LWML: March 7 at 10:00 a.m. 
 

This month we will hear from Rev. Dr. John 
Reinke about the work of World Lutheran Deaf 
Outreach and mission work among the deaf 
worldwide. Dr Reinke will share the work of 
equipping deaf people to share the Gospel with 
their community.  The congregation is invited to 
attend. We will have a free will offering to 
support Rev. Reinke’s work. Our meeting will be 
Wednesday, March 7 at 10 a.m. 

 
The picture on the right is from Monrovia Liberia. 

Rev. Reinke is in the foreground. 
 

…For you know that it was not with perishable things such as 
silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of 
life handed down to you from your forefathers, but with the 
precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.  He 
was chosen before the creation of the world, but was revealed in 
these last times for your sake.  Through Him you believe in God, 
Who raised Him from the dead and glorified Him, and so your 
faith and hope are in God.  
         1 Peter 1:18-19 
 

 



 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  

Due to all the activities leading up to Easter, we will NOT be holding a youth night in MARCH. 

 

 

Trinity Lutheran, Roselle is holding an annual "mini-gathering" in April. While we won’t be 

attending the overnight gathering, they are offering an opportunity to join in on some of the 

fun!  On Saturday, April 7th, beginning at 7:00 pm, the event will be culminated with a 

concert given by their house praise band along with a performance by The Skit Guys.   
 

The Skit Guys are youth pastors who do a Christian comedy act.  You can watch some of 

their stuff on YouTube if you want to check them out.  They perform at the National Youth 

Gathering and are always so much fun! 
 

This event is open to junior high and high school students and will end at 9 p.m. and it will be 

closer to 11:00 p.m. before we returned to Morris.  Stay tuned for announcements on details 

of when we will be meeting at church to leave.   
 

We need to order the tickets as soon as possible because space IS limited, please let Cathy 

Thompson know no later that Sunday, March 4th if your child is interested in going. She will 

be ordering tickets that afternoon.  The youth group will pay for the tickets of the youth 

going, plus one adult driver per vehicle (any other adults who want to go will need to let 

Cathy know they want a ticket and pay the $15 ticket price). 

 

We’re excited for this event!  We hope many of you can join us! 

 

We are doing 
something  

a little different for 
our older youth in 

April! 
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                           March 2018 – Friends in Christ Lutheran Church 
Sun. Mon. Tue. Wed. Thu. Fri. Sat. 

Time Change is Sunday March 11.  Move clocks forward 1 hour. 
Easter Services with Communion - April 1: Sunrise at 6:30 am; Morning Service at 8:15 am. 

 

 

1 2 3 COMMUNION 

 
  5:30 PM - Worship 

4  COMMUNION 

 

 

5 

 

6   

 

7 LENT MIDWEEK 3 

 

8 9 10 
     Third Sunday in Lent 

8:15 AM – Worship 
9:30 AM – Bible Study & 
Sunday School 
10:45 AM – Worship 
12 Noon – Confirmation 

4:00 PM - 
Confirmation 

9:00 AM – Bible 
Study 

7:00 PM - Elders 

10:00 AM – Lutheran 
Women’s Missionary 
League 

7:00 PM – Worship  

1:00 PM – Board 
of Education 

Northern 
Illinois District 
Convention 

Northern Illinois 
District Convention 
 

5:30 PM – Worship 

 

11     Fourth Sunday in Lent 

 
 

 

12 

 

 

13 

 

14 LENT MIDWEEK 4 15 16 17 COMMUNION 

 8:15 AM – Worship 
9:30 AM – Bible Study & 
Sunday School 
10:45 AM – Worship 
12 Noon – Confirmation  

1:00 PM – Senior 
Service 

4:00 PM - 
Confirmation 
 

 

 

 

9:00 AM – Bible 
Study 

11:30 AM – 
Friendly Seniors 

7:00 PM – Worship    5:30 PM - Worship 

18 COMMUNION 19 20 21 LENT MIDWEEK 5 22 23 24 
    Fifth Sunday in Lent 

8:15 AM – Worship 
9:30 AM – Bible Study & 
Sunday School 
10:45 AM – Worship 
12 Noon – Confirmation  
5:00 PM – Youth Night 

4:00 PM - 
Confirmation 

9:00 AM – Bible 
Study 

7:00 PM - Worship   5:30 PM – Worship   

25 CONFIRMATION 26 27 28 29 MAUNDY 30  GOOD 31 
   Palm Sunday 

8:15 AM – Worship 
9:30 AM – Confirmation 
Reception & Celebration 
10:45 AM - Worship 

 9:00 AM – Bible 
Study 

      THURSDAY 

7:00 PM – 
Worship with 
Communion 

       FRIDAY 

7:00 PM - 
Worship 

 

 


