
 
 

Save the Date! 

Friends in Christ News 
Friends in Christ Lutheran Church – 1338 Clay Street – Morris, Illinois 60450 

Evangelism on the Way to the 
Cross 

As Jesus was on His way to the cross there were a series of 
encounters. These are the “look you in the eye and tell you 
what is in your soul” kind of encounters. As Jesus was going 
to save the world He also reached out individually and called 
a number of different people to turn, to believe in, to follow, 
and have life through Him. 
Our Lenten series this year will be Evangelism on the Way to the 
Cross. More information later in this Newsletter. 

Ash Wednesday 
February 10 

Worship at 7 pm. 

Confirmation 
March 20 

Confirmation 
Sunday – two 
young people will 
be confirmed. 

Easter 
March 27 

Easter Sunrise 
Service 6:30 am,  

Easter Service, 8:15 
am 

F E B R U A R Y  2 0 1 6  

Important Dates 
• Monday, February 8,     1:00 

p.m. Senior Service 
 

• Wednesday, February 10, 
Ash Wednesday, Worship 
at 7:00 p.m. 

 
• Friday, February 26 – 

Nursing Home Services 
o 1:00  Park Pointe 

Assisted Living Bible 
Study 

o 2:00  Park Pointe 
Nursing Home 
Service 

o 3:00  Regency Care 
Service 
 

• Sunday, March 20 – 
Confirmation Sunday 
 

• Sunday, March 27 – Easter  
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Pastor’s Article 
 The Fortune Cookie Said, 

“LOVING IS SHARING RAINBOWS OF 
HAPPINESS” 

 
??? 

We need to talk. 
You and me, fortune cookie. 

I don’t even know what that means: “sharing rainbows of 
happiness.”  The only part that makes any sense is that 
happiness comes in many forms and you can have a lot of 
different kinds of happiness.  Is that love? 
Let me tell you what I have learned about love through the 
years.  I have learned by watching people.  And I could tell 
you about Harry and Herma who grew old together.  They 
were sweethearts.  Sunday after Sunday you could see them 

coming to church.  Sometimes Harry was helping 
Herma, his arm around her as they made their way.  
Sometimes Herma had her arm around Harry and was 
helping to support him.  (He was well over 200 lbs, she 
was maybe 110.)  They were deeply in love.  I could tell 
you about Ervin and his devotion to Ruth, as her health 
began to fail; or Dutch spending 6 – 8 hours a day with 
Pearl at the nursing home; or Dinnie helping Loretta to 
dress and eat; and then talking her through home 
communion long after she would have been no longer able 

to understand on her own.  Some warned him that it was going to ruin his health, and he said, 
“Why would I want to do anything else?”  Or we could talk about Ed and Audrie on the front 
lawn at their farm with the grandkids chasing each other around with water balloons, showing 
a simple joy in simply being with each other.   

This is what I have learned about love and it goes way beyond “rainbows of happiness.”  It runs deep 
through our lives.  It grows deeper through the years; and in a certain way there are no shortcuts.  It 
gets stronger through both joys and sorrows; through the good and the bad times; through both 
happiness and sadness.  It happens this way because God has designed us to be in His image.  Even 
through the most extreme circumstances that happen in our lives we know that this is what we are 
called to.   
 

By contrast, there was a really awful advice column written many years ago.  A fellow wrote in to tell 
about his wife in the nursing home and talk about his loneliness.  And the well-known advice giver told 
him to go have an affair!  It’s not surprising what happened.  The next week she printed some of the 
letters that burned her ears and she apologized.  I saved both articles.  Every so often I pull them out 
and share them.  But do you know what group has the hottest response disagreeing with her?  It’s the 
young people – confirmation and High School age!  It is true – we know deep inside what we are 
created to be.  It is planted in the deepest parts of our souls.  It is there because we are created in the 
image of God.   
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Pastor’s Article Continued 
So this month we start Lent (Ash Wednesday is 
Feb. 10); and then Valentine’s Day comes on a 
Sunday!  There is a profound lesson here.  It has 
to do with love:  What is it?  Where does it 
come from?  How do we find it in our lives?  
 

And after all of that, what did the Fortune 
Cookie have to say? 

Nothing – It’s a Fortune Cookie! 

It can’t talk.  It has no words that can go in the 
ears and down deep in the soul.  It has no 
power to call us, or change us, or give us a new 
beginning, or buy us back from our mistakes. 
 
But God can; and God does; and God has.  He 
has done it all in Jesus Christ.  He puts His 
words into our souls and brings us to life.  He 
calls us to belong to Him and He teaches us 
what love is all about.  And then His love 

makes its way through our lives and changes 
everything. 
 
We are about to start Lent, looking deeply at 
and exploring what this is all about.  That path 
will lead us to the cross and then to the empty 
tomb.  We will see once again the true measure 
of love.  It will call us again and again into the 
greatest story of all time.  And in His words as 
the Savior Jesus will call us deeply and 
profoundly to know love, to know God, and to 
know ourselves as His people. 
 
Rejoice in the love of God!  And have a very 
sweet Lent! 
 
Pastor Mark 
 

LWML February Meeting 
February 3, 2016 

Come hear about God’s Valentines to us. 

Friends in Christ LWML meets on February 3rd at 
10 am. We will begin with a Valentine devotion. 
Come and enjoy a time of fellowship with the 
Women of the Word LWML Society. 
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 Youth Night! 
Youth Nights have been scheduled!!!!  
Our first youth night will be held on 
Sunday, February 21, 2016 from 5 pm 
until 8 pm.  Future youth nights will be 
held from 5-8 pm on the third Sunday of 
every month.  The youth will be divided 
into two age brackets…4th grade through 
8th grade (junior youth) and high school 
age (senior youth).  While the youth will 
be meeting at the same time, the youth 
leaders thought it was important to 
divide them into different age groups 
because different ages are dealing with 
different issues.  Youth nights will 
consist of a light supper (all ages 
together), age-appropriate Bible study, 
and games and other activities.  The 
youth team is very excited to get this 
program kicked off!!  We hope to see 
many youth from our church along 
with their guests in attendance!! 

National Youth Gathering 
Three high school youth and three adults will 
be attending the Lutheran Church-Missouri 
Synod’s National Youth Gathering in New 
Orleans from July 16-20.  The theme of this 
year’s gathering is “In Christ Alone”. During 
the five days of the Gathering, youth spend 
time together in God’s word, worship, service 
and fellowship with others from across the 
synod.  
  
The members of Friends in Christ Lutheran 
Church have been so generous in supporting 
the fundraising efforts of the youth and adult 
leaders.  It costs about $1000 per attendee.  At 
the present time, God has blessed us with 
almost all the funds we need for the trip!  He is 
so good!!  The youth will continue to fundraise 

this spring for both the gathering and to 
help fund our monthly 
youth nights.  Thank you 
for your support of the 
youth of Friends in 
Christ! 
 

Vacation Bible School 

The theme for Vacation Bible School 
2016 will be “Barnyard 
Roundup…Jesus Gathers Us 
Together”.  The tentative dates for 

VBS are June 6-10.   

Please prayerfully consider 
joining us in this ministry for 
the youth of both our 
congregation and our 
community. 
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Evangelism on the Way to the Cross 
 

Lent 2016 
 

As Jesus was on His way to the cross there were a series of encounters. 
These are the “look you in the eye and tell you what is in your soul” kind of encounters. 

As Jesus was going to save the world He also reached out individually and called a number of different 
people to turn, to believe in, to follow, and have life through Him. 

 
 
February 10 (Ash Wednesday) – The Religious 
Luke 20 
 
February 17 – Peter 
Luke 22:31-34, 54-62 
 
February 24 – Judas 
John 13:21-28; Luke 22:47-48 
 
March 2 – The Ruling Council 
John 18:19-23; Matthew 26:59-64 
 
March 9 – Pilate the Governor 
John 18:33-37; 19:6-11 
 
March 16 – The Soldiers 
Mark 15:16-20; Luke 23:33-34, 47 
 
March 24 (Maundy Thursday) – The Disciples 
Luke 22:14-27 
 
March 25 (Good Friday) – The Thief, Jesus’ Mother, and All Sinners 
 
 

Evangelism After the Cross 
 
March 27 (Easter): 
Sunrise (6:30 a.m.) – Mary Magdalene 
Morning (8:15 a.m.) – The Women 
 
April 4 (Easter 2) – Two Disciples on the Road 
 
April 11 (Easter 3) – The Disciples in the Upper Room 
 
April 18 (Easter 4) – He is the Good Shepherd who gives eternal life. 
 

 



 

 

 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

  
13th     Bonnie & Kenneth Sanders     46 years 
19th     Mark & Paula Willig               39 years 
 

Birthdays for February 

FRIENDS IN CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH FEBRUARY 2016  

Anniversaries for February 

3rd        Terri Gillette 
6th         Kim Mann 
8th         Dan Hanson 
14th       Del Linn 

Karen Thompson 
16th      Lucas Collins 
17th      Lois Sampson 
18th      Marilyn Phillips 

Kathy Wills 
22nd     Jerry Farber 

Steven Wills 
27th      Mike Collins 
 
 

Happy Birthday and Anniversary! 
 






