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What does this mean? 
 

Is it a slogan, a claim that “we are right,” . . .or what?  Let’s examine and test it. 
 

In Morris, Illinois: 

There are “things” going on all around us right now. 

This Tuesday things started out normal.  But by the end of the morning there was a huge battery fire on the 
east side of town, with a plume of smoke and the wind blowing chemicals all around.  Then we were told to 

evacuate.  Nothing was normal.  Many did not have the chance to pack clothes.  Others were worried about 
getting back in for their meds. 

What were we to do?  Nothing was normal.  Where to sleep?  . . .   

“In God We Trust” and so we went on doing what we had to do and trusting God. 
 

In our personal lives: 

Things go wrong in life, and the longer you live the more ways you have seen them go wrong,  Conflicts.  
Finances.  Health.   

My friend Harry said to me just a few weeks ago, when he was getting ready for surgery, “I look at it this way.  
I’m going to wake up.  If I wake up and see God, I win.  If I wake up and see my family, I win.  So either way 
I win.” 

“In God We Trust” 
 

Facing disease, pandemics & plagues: 

Looking back over the last year and a half: We have been scared; restricted; had to learn to wear masks; heard 
stories of sickness and stories of sickness and death.  We have been restricted; told to stay at home; businesses  
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(Sunday morning 9:30 a.m. service is  

live-streamed at www.facebook.com/ficlc) 
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 In God We Trust  . . . continued from front page 

were shut down; we sometimes wondered if it was ever going to end; and on and on.   

But, “In God We Trust” 
 

In Faith and Religion: 

Churches last year were restricted from meeting together to worship; and when they  
were allowed to meet, they were told not to sing.  Communion was looked at as a special  

threat; Pastors were focused on as a medical threat and specifically restricted from hospitals, nursing 
homes, and from the bedside of the dying.  Around our nation and the world, we had to figure out how to 
minister, how to hold congregations together, and how to reach out to the fearful and hurting.  But the 

stories are also all over in our nation and around the world about how unexpectedly, over and over again, 
new connections formed, and many who had ignored spiritual things began to seek out and want to hear 

about Jesus.  The kingdom of God continues being gathered by God, and we are heading toward the end 
when all believers in Jesus will gather in living forever. 

“In God We Trust” 
 

“In God We Trust” is also our National Motto – What does this mean? 

The founding fathers of our country could look back over the many ways things could have failed in the 
beginning.  From that perspective, “In God We Trust” is a confession that we are not noble enough, not 

moral enough, not wise enough, and entirely not sufficient to establish, run and preserve a free nation.  We 
need God and without Him we would fail very quickly.  In military parlance we need Him to “have our 
six” (have our back).  That was the understanding of our nation’s founding fathers, and they said it over 

and over again.  From Washington, looking back over the perils of the Revolutionary war, to Ben Franklin 
saying of the new nation that it is “a republic if you can keep it.”  They said that our constitution is wholly 

inadequate for a people without morals or religion.  Thomas Jefferson confessed that he feared for his 
nation when he contemplated that God is a just God.  And Abraham Lincoln was not concerned “that 

God is on our side” but rather that we should be “on God’s side.” 
 

“In God We Trust” had been around as a saying since the mid-1700’s (leading up to the war to gain 
freedom from England).  It came to prominence in the Civil War among the troops fighting to end slavery 

(when, by the way, it first appeared on some coins).  It became our official motto in the 1950’s (after 
WWII’s fight against fascism and during the cold war against communism).  So it has always been 

connected with the yearning for freedom. 
 

That raises the question, “Can there be true freedom without God?”   
Many in our time are seeking exactly that, freedom without God.  They are vocal about it.  They say 
boldly they do not need religion to be moral, do not need God to have a good life, and certainly do not 

need church, which is just rules and restrictions (as they miss almost all of what church really is).   
 

But with regard to “morality without God” – how many times do we watch and want to say, “And how’s 

that working out for you.”  Our culture seems to be busy reinventing morality, built on a foundation that is 
completely shifting and temporary.  Again, we want to ask, “And how’s that working out for you?” 
 

“In God We Trust” is anything but a slogan of prideful boasting. 
In its various parts it is:  

• Turning to God in our times of trouble;  

• Praying to be corrected when we have gone wrong;  

• Trust that He will bless our simple efforts to live a moral life and care for our loved ones;  

• Gratitude for the blessings of freedom; and  

• Dedication to see freedom grow in our land and for all humanity. 
 

Most Importantly: 

We need to say “In God We Trust” when things are going right.  That is the time when we are tempted to  
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6th Kurt Johnson 
 

9th Alexis Carter 
 

11th  Calvin Nelson   

14th Jerald Van Heiden 
 

16th  Emma Oslakovich 
 

17th Ashley Kane 
 

19th  Connie Van Heiden 
 

24th  Ann Oslakovich 
 

26th  Laina Johnson 
 

29th Alice Hunt 
 

30th Todd Schultz 
 Amy Smith 

Monday,  June 12th  
        at 1:00 pm 
 

 

 

  1st Mike & Brenda Collins 37 years  
 
22nd    James & Deb Krugler  43 years  

 

30th  Michael & Vicki Kahn 39 years 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“As you do not know the way the spirit comes to the bones in the womb of a woman with child, 
so you do not know the work of God who makes everything.” 

(Ecclesiastes 11:5) 

-  
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Optimists don’t ignore the difficulties, but the acknowledgement of God’s presence prevents them from 
becoming discouraged.  It’s impossible to stand in the Lord’s  presence and be a pessimist.  If we focus on 

our problems, they’ll seem gigantic. . . 
 

. . .but as we focus on God, we see our situation in perspective and are assured that  

all things are possible. 

           -Henry Blackaby 
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Mark your calendar: 

Saturday, October 16, 2021  

8:30 am – 11:30 am  
St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 

(63 Fernwood Road, Montgomery, IL  60538) 
 

 

(We will NOT be meeting in July . . .) 
 

In God We Trust  . . . continued from page 2 

trust in ourselves, our abilities and our wisdom.  
Even if I was completely faultless and living the 

righteous life for this life, I would still have to 
stand before God.  I need the holiness of Jesus to 

make me fit for eternal life.  I need the Son of God 
to set me free (John 8:36) in order to “be free 
indeed.”  I need the cross of Jesus in order to deal 

with what the Bible calls my “hidden” and 
“unknown” sins. 

All of these things are beyond my wisdom and 
ability; and I need God. 

 

Our Own Informal Motto: 
Since our congregation is named “Friends in 

Christ Lutheran Church,” we have (kind of drifted 
into having) this motto: 
“We’re Not That Good; But We Have a Friend 

Who Is.”  His name is Jesus. 
 

 
 
(As of writing this, we have no idea how long the battery 

fire will burn or how long the evacuation will last – but      

. . .  “In God We Trust”. ) 

Taken from the Northern Illinois District “Ministry Update” 
Spring, 2021 





July, 2021 – Friends in Christ Lutheran Church, Morris, Illinois 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Dates in August: 1 2 3  COMMUNION 

8/8 10:30 AM – Voters’ Assembly 

 

  5:30 PM –Worship 

4  COMMUNION 5 6 7 8 9 10 
        6th Sunday After Pentecost  

9:30 AM – Worship & 

                    Live-Streamed 

10:30 AM – Bible Study Hour  

 

 

 9:00 AM – No Bible 
Study 

7:00 PM – Elders  

   5:30 PM –Worship 

11  7th Sunday After Pentecost 12  13 14 15 16 17  COMMUNION 

9:30 AM – Worship & 

                     Live-Streamed 

10:30 AM – Bible Study Hour  

 9:00 AM – Bible Study 

 

   5:30 PM –Worship 

18 COMMUNION 19 20 21   22   23 24 
        8th Sunday After Pentecost 

9:30 AM – Worship & 

                    Live-Streamed 

10:30 AM – Bible Study Hour  

 9:00 AM – Bible Study  7:00 PM – Church 
Council 

      <<Interpreted 

    <<International  

 

 

 

Ministries 

 Lutheran 

 

5:30 PM –Worship 

 

Conference>> 

Deaf Association 

 
25  9th Sunday after Pentecost 26 27 28 29 30 31  COMMUNION 

9:30 AM – Worship  

10:30 AM – Bible Study Hour  

 

Conference in Elk Grove Village>> 

  <<Ephphatha  Pastors  of  the  Deaf 

 

 

 

 

Conference>> 

9:00 AM – Bible Study    5:30 PM –Worship 

 


