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 Come Worship with us! 
 

 

{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ 9ǾŜƴƛƴƎǎ     Χ      5:30 p.m. 
{ǳƴŘŀȅ aƻǊƴƛƴƎǎ      Χ       8:15 a.m. 
            Χ     10:45 a.m. 
Family Bible Study    Χ       9:30 a.m. 
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In This Issue 

J U N E         2 0 1 8 

Taking a Vacation From God 
(The names in this article are picked at random and have no connection with anyone in particular.) 

 

What would it be like?  The summer months are here and it's time for school to be out for a while.  
Our children can sleep a little longer.  We look forward to some relaxing evenings, spending time with 
family, going places, perhaps even a couple weeks of family vacation.  But what would it be like if we 
were to be on vacation from God?  Let's look at some snapshots of life on vacation from God.  
 

Joe: "I need someone to talk to.  I'm confused and don't know how to handle the problems in my 
life."  Well, there is the gift of prayer, but we're on vacation from God. 
 

April:  "The most wonderful thing just happened.  It's a blessing."   
But wait a minute!  We're on vacation from God, so it can't be a  
blessing.  It's just an accident! 
 

Ralph:  "I tell my children to do the right thing.  But they just look at  
me as if I were from another planet.  I can't understand it."  Did Ralph 

forget?  We're on vacation from God.  
There is no right, or any wrong.  There's 
only what you want to do and what you 
can get away with. 
 

Louise:  "Wow!  That car just missed me.  
Wasn't he looking where he was going?  
Was I being careful?  It's a good thing God 
was watching out and sent His angels!"  
But Louise doesn't realize that we're on 
vacation from God.  She has only herself to 
watch out for her.  So she had better be a 
lot more careful! (Continued on page 2) 

 
 
 

 

Save the Date: 
 

JUNE    6: LWML Meeting      7:00 p.m. 
JUNE  11: Senior Service                1:00 p.m. 
JUNE  12: Friendly Seniors              11:30 a.m. 
JUNE  16: VBS Set Up Day     9:00 a.m. 
JUNE  17: Youth Night/Final VBS set up       3:00 p.m. 
JUNE  18-22: Vacation Bible School   9:00 - 11:30 a.m. 
JUNE  22: VBS Closing Service             11:30 a.m. 
JUNE  28:  St. Vincentôs Table   4:00 p.m. 
   Church Council Meeting   7:00 p.m. 
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Geoff:  "This is great!  Since we went on vacation from God, Mom and Dad don't make me go to Church, 
or say my prayers.  I can use all the bad language I want, and they don't care whether I eat supper or go 
to bed.  I stay up all night, play video games and eat candy; and then I sleep most of the afternoon."  Geoff 
thinks he understands and is having a great time right now.  He's on vacation from God; but living without 
God never ends well. 
 

What are you planning to do this summer?  Whatever you do, don't go on vacation from God.  Without 
God there is no one to hear our prayers, or blessings given to us from someone who loves us, or right and 
wrong.  The pattern of worship is a good thing for our souls, and the pattern of discipleship is a good thing 
for our entire life. 
 
Most of all, thank God!  He does not go on vacation from us!  He is there every moment, doing the job 
of being God, watching over us, being our Good Shepherd, and guiding us.  There is nothing that can be 
a greater blessing than our relationship with Him. 
 

What to do this summer . . . 
 
Vacation Bible School is June 18-22 (9 ς 11:30 a.m.) ς Preschool to just finishing 6th Grade.  We can use 
helpers to set up on June 16 and 17 (see the calendar).  And extra helpers are good to have during the 
week. 
 
Bible Study on Tuesday mornings at 9:00 a.m.  We are continuing on into the writings of the Apostle 
John; briefly revisiting the Gospel of John, then into the letters of John. 
 
Take time each day to deliberately focus on prayerΦ  LǘΩǎ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƻƴ ¢±Φ 
 
Read through the Gospels.  There are 89 chapters.  Read a chapter a day and keep a diary of what jumps 
out at you most vividly (or) surprises you in each chapter.  (This even works as a family activity where 
you have to decide together what jumps out at you.) 
 
But whatever you do, do not go on vacation from God.  Everything is better with Him.  The bad is less 
bad; the good is more good.  The problems are shared with someone wiser and stronger.  The blessings 
are multiplied. 
 
And when you do go on vacation remember to worship. 
 
Pastor Mark Willig 
 
 
 
 

 

Psalm 40:4 ς Blessed is the man who makes the LORD his trust, who does not turn to the proud, to 
those who go astray after a lie! 
 

Isaiah 48:17 ς ¢Ƙǳǎ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŜ [hw5Σ ȅƻǳ wŜŘŜŜƳŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ hƴŜ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭΥ άL ŀƳ ǘƘŜ [hw5 ȅƻǳǊ DƻŘΣ 
who teaches you to profit, who leads you in the way you should go.  
 

Psalm 121:1-2 ς I lift up my eyes to the hills.  From where does my help come?  My help comes the 
LORD, who made the heaven and earth. 
 

Psalm 122:1 ς L ǿŀǎ ƎƭŀŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƳŜΣ ά[Ŝǘ ǳǎ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [hw5Ηέ 
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Last month, Pastor Willig gave a presentation on his visits to Africa.  Below are a few pictures of the beautiful 
carvings, artwork and tools he had brought back with him and had on display for us: 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 
 

He said to me, ΨMy grace is sufficient for you, for My 
ǇƻǿŜǊ ƛǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ƛƴ ǿŜŀƪƴŜǎǎΦΩ Therefore I will 
boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that 
/ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǇƻǿŜǊ Ƴŀȅ ǊŜǎǘ ƻƴ ƳŜΦ       - 2 Cor. 12:9 



 
  

special letter of encouragement to the kids and had placed it in each one.  Those who 

received Bibles were Signey Carter (12), Elicia Kirk (12), Teddy Ruedin (10), Tarahji Taylor 

(10), Lily Thompson (10) and Joseph Van Heiden (12). 
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{ŜƴƛƻǊ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 
Monday,  June 11th at 1:00 p.m. 
(Luncheon immediately following) 
 

CǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ {ŜƴƛƻǊǎ 
Tuesday, June 12th at 11:30 p.m. 
Teardrop Pancake House 
(410 W. Mondamin, Minooka, IL) 
 
 
 

WǳƴŜ .ƛǊǘƘŘŀȅǎ 
  4th Deb Krugler 
  6th Jean Struck 
  7th Danielle Kahn 
   Bob Lund 
  9th  Elizabeth Deloian 
  10th Don Johnson 
  11th  Linda Young 
  15th  Byron Thorson 
  16th Duane Heren 
  18th  Maddelyn Pool 
  19th  Breenah Carlson 
  23rd Cynthia Jelm 
  24th Jennifer McComb 
  25th Shellie Halkyard 
  29th  Cody Brandt 
  30th Marilee Kane 
 

WǳƴŜ !ƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊƛŜǎ 
5th  Mark & Cathy Thompson   14 years 
16th   Curtis & Jana Johnson  61 years 
24th  Jerald & Connie Van Heiden 42 years 
26th  Bob & Phyllis Lund   70 years 

 

.ƛōƭŜ tǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ 
 

On May 13, during the 8:15 and 10:45 

worship services, Pastor presented 

Bibles to our youth.  Some kids have 

never had a Bible to call their very own 

so this was very exciting!  Pastor wrote a 

  
 

10:45 Service recipients: Lily 

Thompson and Signey Carter 
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R e g i s t  e r   N o w !    
 

                  ƛƴǘƻ ±.{ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǊƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŀǇƛŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǾŜ ƛƴǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘΣ 
            learning about what the Bible says about water and our salvation! 

Register online at www.ficlc.org or call the church office today at  815/941-1255! 
 

(Trust us - we have as much fun as the kids do!)  LŦ ȅƻǳΩŘ  
like to help out, call the church office or simply register as a volunteer on our website.  

  

¸h¦¢I bLDI¢Υ   �^�µ�v�����Ç�U���:�h�E�����í�ó�š�Z���(�Œ�}�u���ï�W�ì�ì���µ�v�š�]�o���M�M�M  ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ 

ŀƴȅ ƭŀǎǘπƳƛƴǳǘŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ±.{Φ  ό¸ŜǎΦ  ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ŦŜŜŘ ȅƻǳΣ ǘƻƻΗύ 
 

{¦b5!¸ {/Ihh[Υ  �^�µ�v�����Ç�•�����š���õ�W�ï�ì�����X�u�X����ό¸ŜŀƘΦ�� ̧ƻǳ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǊƛƎƘǘΦύ 

hƪΣ ȅƻǳ ƎǳȅǎΦ  {ƻ ǿŜ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ōǊŜŀƪ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ 
5h9{bΩ¢ ƳŜŀƴ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ōǊŜŀƪ ŦǊƻƳ ǎǘǳŘȅƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΗ  όwŜŀŘ tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ 
ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ ƻƴŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅΗύ   ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ Dw9!¢ tŀǎǘƻǊ ǿƘƻ ƪƴƻǿǎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ 
ōǊŜŀƪ ǎǘǳŦŦ Řƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘŀōƭŜΤ  ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǊ ƎƻŜǎ ōȅ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎƛƴƎƭȅ C!{¢Η  {ƻ ŎƻƳŜ 
ƻƴ ŀƴŘ ōǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƻƳ ŀƴŘ ŘŀŘΗ  !ƴŘΣ ƘŜȅΗ πππ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŜ ǳǊƎŜ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ŘƻƴǳǘǎΣ ǘƻƻΣ ǘƻ 
άǿŀǎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻŦŦŜŜ ŘƻǿƴέΣ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴΗ  {ŜŜ ȅƻǳ ƴŜȄǘ {ǳƴŘŀȅΗ 
 

June 18 - 22    9:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 


