
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             
     

(…And the REAL reason why 
            Teresa of Calcutta* is a Saint!) 

        (*Commonly known as Mother Teresa) 
 
 

It is now 499 years this month since a German monk drove nails into a church door and threw the 
whole Christian world into chaos.  (That’s one way of saying it.) 
He was reading his Bible and that can lead to things. 

God is there calling us to know Him and have life.  But that can only happen through Jesus Christ.  
This is what the Reformation is about.  There are only two religions in the world: (1) the religion 
where we do everything we can do to find God, follow His ways, deserve His love and become 
worthy of heaven; and (2) Christianity.  
  
The first one is our natural human religion.  We will always be drawn to it and want to believe it.  
It is how things ought to be.  Do good and you will be rewarded; do wrong and you will be 
punished.  Your fate is in your hands.  What could possibly be wrong with that?? 
 

    Dates to Remember: 
 

      5th –  LWML…………..  10:00 am 
 

            10th –  Senior Service…    1:00 pm 
 

                          11th –  Friendly Seniors...  5:30 pm 
 

            23rd –  Youth Night……..   4:00 pm 
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(”Nailed It” continued from page 1….) 

As Martin Luther was trying to find God, follow His ways, deserve His love and become worthy of heaven what 
he found was despair.  Just simply that.  Just the same as everyone who tries to follow that path.  It will lead to 
despair even if you are Mother Teresa of Calcutta, devoting your life to serving the poorest of the poor.  
(Apparently she shared her spiritual struggles with others and asked them to pray for her in her feeling far from 
God.) 
 

So Martin Luther tried to follow God and love God; and found that he was not able to love the way he should, 
feel the way he should, have strong faith the way he should, or live the way he should.  Despair. 
 

And then he kept on reading the Bible.  And he found that’s not the way it works.  Instead of him having to find 
God; what had been happening all along was that God was working to find him. 
 

Jesus came to be the Good Shepherd, who “lays down His life for the sheep.”  Jesus came to be the Lamb of 
God and take on Himself “the sin of the world.”  Jesus came to be “the Lord our righteousness,” to clothe and 
wrap us in His own holiness. 
 

All of this makes it simply a bunch of foolishness to think that “we have to work” and “we have to love” and 
“we have to come to God with any good works.”  Why?   
Number one, because nothing we do will ever measure up because it is not perfect.  Mixed in with any good 
we do are the pride, the mistakes and the “in-some-way-I-did-it-for-me.”   
And number two, because everything has already been done by Jesus.  Our salvation is a gift.  It is a completed 
reality.  There is nothing more to do.  “It is finished.”  (When was the last time you tried to pay someone for 
their Christmas gift to you?  And if you did, how did that turn out?) 
 

This is what makes Christianity unique.  All other religions are about gods who demand and people who try and 
work and struggle to please them and earn salvation.  We, on the other hand – we have Jesus who said, “if the 
Son sets you free you will be free indeed.” 
 

This is what we have been telling the world for 499 years.  Eternal life is not by my works, or my spirituality, or 
me searching for God; in fact it is not me.  It is by Grace Alone, through Faith Alone, revealed by God through 
His love letter (Scripture) Alone; in fact it is all Christ Alone.  {Sola Gratia, Sola Fide, Sola Scriptura; and Sola 
Christi}  
 

((Now for a conversation)) 
We do not get holiness through anything we do; it comes through what Jesus has done. 

(“But that would make saints of all who believe in Jesus .”)   
Exactly!   

(“Even if they mix up other parts of what we believe?”)   
Even if! 
 (“Is that why Teresa of Calcutta is a saint?”) 
Now you’ve got it!  The Christian who believes in Jesus Christ the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world is a 
saint.  That’s what Paul says, over and over.  No waiting until we have enough good works.  We have Jesus’ works.  And 
even if someone spends their whole life trying to earn what Jesus gave them as a free gift; if they believe in Jesus’ 
forgiving death, they are set free.  Even if they do not understand it completely.   
 (“And that’s why we celebrate.”) 
That’s why we celebrate.  We are free in Jesus. 
 

 (“I have one more question.”) 
What is it? 
 (“If everything is free and I can’t earn it; why exactly should I do good works?”) 
The answer to that is next month’s article . . . because next month is Thanksgiving! 

Pastor Mark 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

enior ervice 
Mark your calendar! 

Our next Senior Service will be 

Monday, October 10th at 1:00 pm 
 
 

Friendly Seniors 
Come join us! 

(2973 N. State Route 71, Ottawa, IL) 
 

October 11th at 5:30 pm 
 

PEOPLE OF THE BOOK LUTHERAN OUTREACH 
 

POBLO Adds Converts as New Members to Local LCMS Congregations 
(Article taken from the POBLO Newsletter – 9/22/16) 

 

Through POBLO missionaries, former Muslims, now Christians are impacting local LCMS churches as new 
members.  Serving at their new church home is important for them and for the church.  For new believers, 
their involvement in Christian witness and service help them exercise their new faith and grow in it.  For their 
home congregation, their witness and service is an inspiration for others.  Baptized a few short weeks or 
months before, the zeal of these new members causes some “old members” to sit up and take notice. 
 

What do these new believers love about their church? 
They find wonder in worship.  Worship is special.  It’s not old hat, or yawning their way through the 
service.  No, they are excited.  They are thrilled!  They want to be there.  Worship is a wonder for them—to 
be accepted, welcomed, and forgiven by a loving heavenly Father!  Wow!  And so, worship is far from 
routine.  It is their lifeline.  And they love it.  
 

Secondly, they want to tell their story.  They want to tell others Jesus’ story, and what He has done for 

them.  And so, they have a zeal for the lost, and especially for those still Muslim.   

 

(CONTINUED on page 7…) 

 

http://www.poblo.org/newsletter-stories/-poblo-adds-converts-as-new-members-to-local-lcms-congregations


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Our next meeting will be: 

Tuesday, October 5, 2016 
at 10:00 am 

 
This month the Lutheran 

Women’s Missionary League 
will learn about Bible 

Journaling. Cathy Thompson 
will share her experience 

with journaling meditations 
in her Bible. Bible Journaling 
has helped Cathy meditate 
on God’s Word and receive 

comfort and peace. 

 

 

e Still and Know 

 

 

          that I am od . . .   
 

 
Psalm 46:10 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

h h  
        Our next Youth Night will be    

 Sunday, October 23  

    4:00 pm – 7pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Mary Ruedin giving a presentation about the 
HIGHER THINGS conference she attended earlier 
this year.  Higher Things is tailor made for LCMS 
Youth and provides several retreats/conferences 
throughout the year for teens. 

The September Youth Night was awesome!  We 
started the night with a delicious taco dinner 
provided by the Hunts and the Gjerdes.  Then 
Pastor led everyone in a skit about Lazarus and 
the Rich Man.  We ended the evening with a 
presentation by Mary Ruedin about her 
experience at the Higher Things conference.   
 
It's always fun to spend time with our Christian 
friends learning more about God!!  We would 
love to have more youth join us!  Our next Youth 
Night will be held on Sunday, October 23rd.  We 
will meet at church at 4 pm and carpool to the 
Ruedin's house in Seneca.  They will be hosting 
and there's a rumor that there will be a 
bonfire!  Contact Cathy Thompson (815) 545-
3777 or Debbie Carter (church office) for more 
information or if you need a ride. 
 

Laura Ruedin explains the rudimentary elements 

about KNOCKERBALL… 

Shaye (Carter), Taraji and Signey help Pastor Willig act 
out a skit about the rich man and Lazarus.  
(Luke 16:19-31)   

 
Signey Carter & Taraji Woods help Mary with 
her demonstration… 

 

tel:%28815%29%20545-3777
tel:%28815%29%20545-3777


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

“…So whatever you wish that others would do to you, 
do also to them, for this is the Law and Prophets.” 

   --

The Mission Team has identified 12 families to distribute food baskets to for Thanksgiving.  We will once 

again be collecting food items, Aldi gift certificates, and cash (we will buy the food or gift certificates with 

cash).  Watch for the "food tags" to appear in the back of church soon!  The deadline for drop-off will be 

Sunday, November 13th in order to give the team time to distribute the food.  At Christmas the team has 

decided to just distribute gift certificates in order to simplify things. Aldi gift certificates and cash will be 

collected all the way up until Christmas.  Thank you for your support of this mission project.  Our Mission 

Team is always so moved by the people who step up to help others. 

 

  

Operation Christmas Child information 
should be arriving any day.  Time to pack 
those shoeboxes and show a child in need 
how much Jesus loves them!!  All packed 
shoeboxes must be at the church by 
Sunday, November 13th so that we can 
deliver them to the collection site. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

“See that you do 
not despise one of 
these little ones.  
For I tell you that 
in heaven their 

angels always see 
the face of my 

Father who is in 
heaven.” 

 

-Matthew 18:10 
 



Adds Converts as New Members…”   CONTINUED from page 3… 
 

Thirdly, they want to get involved.  They want to serve and help in the church.  They want to be part of “their” 
church, attending Bible study, helping and serving.  And so they are also zealous volunteers.  They are often 
asking, “What can I do?”  This is “their” church, and they are making a difference in it.   
 

Through the addition of these new members from non-Christian (and also Christian) ethnic backgrounds, local 
LCMS churches grow in reflecting the new face of America.  There are Arab Christians, and Pakistani Christians 
getting connected to LCMS congregations.  There are converts from Islam, converts and seekers from Hindu 
faith.   POBLO missionaries are the catalyst.  They go out and find these people, bring them to the church, 
make them feel welcome, and give them the Gospel.  And so, POBLO missionaries are working hard to add 
new people to the body of Christ and the local church. And this is happening in a number of congregations 
including Brookfield Lutheran Church—WI, Atonement Lutheran Church, Dearborn—MI, Redeemer and Trinity 
Rochester—MN, Shepherd’s Gate Shelby Township—MI, St. John Rochester--MI. 
 

How does this impact smaller congregations? 
In a smaller sized congregation, the kind of zeal a new convert brings can be transforming.  Andy, a 49 year old 
man from the Middle East is a great example.  From the day that he believed he started reaching out to 
others, telling them how Jesus changed his life, talking about “my church”, which happens to be Atonement 
Dearborn.  Pastor Rohwer (Atonement’s pastor) comments about the transformation:  “Andy points out 
people in more than a dozen homes on his street and neighboring streets whom he’s been talking to.  Andy 
comes to me and says, ‘Hey I got two more Iraqi families’, or “I talked with this guy and he wants to come with 
me to church.’  Andy sits on his front porch in Dearborn, without fear, sipping a cup of sweet tea and inviting 
his Arab Muslim neighbors to join him.  He tells all of them how he used to be Muslim, but how Christ changed 
his life.  He’s bringing people to the church.  He just brought a new person last Sunday.  This Arab man was 
thrilled to be welcomed at the church.  And he’s already indicated that he wants to be a Christian.  
 

Other new members include a Pakistani woman who volunteers as an English and sewing teacher.  She is 
meeting and befriending Muslim women. The beautiful thing about many of these converts is that they don’t 
want to sit!  They want to serve!  And their zeal is making a difference in the life of the local churches.  What a 
blessing! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

POBLO missionaries spend hours and 

hours meeting with people, sitting, 

talking, helping seekers, showing 

them the way, speaking the 

truth.  Now, these converts are LCMS 

members who themselves are 

spending hours to love, serve and 

witness to others.  They are 

impacting the local church.  And 

that’s the way it should be.  Disciples 

making disciples making more 

disciples.    
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 

THE GREAT 

 

 

 Come, let’s walk together in the ways and testimonies of God’s Word…. 
 

(BETH) – Verses 9-16 
  9 By what means can a young man keep his way pure? 

 By guarding it according to Your word. 

 10 Bending all my heart I seek You; 

 let me not wander from Your commandments! 

 
(BETH) – Part 1 

Verses 9-10 “Remember Your Creator in the Days of Your Youth” 
(Ecclesiastes 12:1) 
 

Where do I; where can I find a firm foundation?  On what do I build my life?  On what can I rest my soul when 
so much in life is shifting and uncertain? 
 

 I heard a saying decades ago:  “Only when you are prepared to die are you then prepared to live.”  All too 
often we think of our youth, our childhood, and our teenage years as a time of carefree wandering through 
life, putting off the days when we will have to get serious.  The God of the Bible calls us to know Him in our 
youth.  Never underestimate the importance of how God calls us even from our early years.  Never 
underestimate the potential in your life, or in those around you of following, of having discipleship beginning 
to form at a young age, or of beginning early on to learn to share God’s love.  One of the wisest people in the 
history of the world was Solomon.  He looked back over his life and wrote down what he had learned.  Part of 
it is, “Remember also your Creator in the days of your youth . . .” (Ecclesiastes 12:1)   
 

 Think about David as a youth learning to walk with God and then standing up to danger and evil.  Think 
about a young girl in Damascus telling about the God of Israel (2 Kings 5); or about the prophet Jeremiah 
called and sent by God in his youth (Jeremiah 1:6-7); or about Timothy the young pastor (1 Timothy 4:12).  
Through the centuries millions of us have learned this truth; that in our early years Jesus invites us to follow 
Him.  He calls to us, He speaks His words of life and our lives are changed.  All over the world He is even now 
calling children, young people and young adults to “Follow Me.”  We hear story upon story of God calling the 
young.  It makes sense.  After all, Jesus was only a youth, 12 years old, when He was there in the temple with 
the Rabbis and teachers of the law asking and answering questions, and amazing them. (Luke 2:46-47)  
 

 Think about the life and the prayer life of Jesus.  As the psalm says, “From my youth I was cast upon You.”  
Jesus grew from infancy in a constant walk with God, a constant walk of faith.  He tells us of His prayer life in 
Isaiah (50:4).  “Morning by morning He awakens me; He awakens my ear to hear as those who are taught.”  
And earlier in the verse, “the Lord God has given me the tongue of those who are taught, that I may know 
how to sustain with a word him who is weary.”  Notice how Jesus treasured the word; how He focused all His 
heart on the words and promises of God. 
 

 
 

 

 

(Continued on page 9… 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE GREAT 
 
 

Jesus has words of hope and comfort for our time of need.  All of this comes from standing under the trials of 
life holding to those promises.  And so He calls us to follow Him in every time and age of our life. 
 

 And then realize this truth.  Even before our youth, God has called to us and invited us into relationship 
with Him.  He knew me before I was me.  He said to Jeremiah, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you. 
. .” (Jeremiah 1:5)  David says, “You knitted me together in my mother’s womb.”  (Psalm 139:13)  And John 
the Baptist was still within the womb when he leaped for joy responding in faith to Jesus. (Luke 1:41-44)   
 
 

  
 

Prayer: 
 

Lord, call us to You in the days of our youth.  Build in our 

hearts the foundation of Your word.  Let my life be 

intertwined, woven together with, and held together by 

Your promises.  Let me grow in faith, and in my soul let 

me treasure You in all that You are.  In that way let me 

receive Your blessing and Your discipline, that I may 

grow as a disciple of Jesus.  Amen. 
 

Copyright © 2016, Mark S. Willig 

 

 

 

…Continued 

 

 

 
How many kings stepped down from their thrones? 

 

How many lords have abandoned their homes? 
 

How many greats have become the least? 
 

How many gods have poured out their hearts 
to romance a world that is torn all apart? 

 

How many fathers gave up their sons for me? 
 
 

…only One did that for me! 

 

 

--From How Many Kings 
 

© 2006 Centricity Music Publishing 
CCLI License # 2492782  -  CCLI Song # 5351880  -  Jason Germain | Marc Martel 
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“…For You created my inmost being; 
You knit me together in my mother’s 
womb.” 

- 

 

  2
nd

    Ray Carlson 
10

th
    Signey Carter  

12
th
    Tina Nighsonger 

15
th
    Joan Olson 

    Scott Thorson 
    Dolores Wiegand 
16

th
    Barbara Pope 

    Jerri Wills 
18

th 
    Ann Anderson 

    Bob Howen 
19

th
     Harriet Osmundson 

23
rd

     Mark Stevens 
25

th
     Lori Roeder 

27
th
     Amy Thorson 

29
th
   Taylor Breyman 

31
st
    Terry Carter 

 

 

10/11    Kris & Patty Houchin  19 years 
10/15 Donald & Janet Matteson 56 years 
10/20 James & Kathy Lutz   32 years 

 



October 2016
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
Pray daily for Pastor Willig,  

Deb Carter and their  
families.  Missionaries all  
over the world especially  

Kathy, Nicole, Sue, James,  
Joseph and Jennie. San  

Pablo Church.  Deaf  
ministry around the world.

2Lord, help us to 
prepare our hearts 

and minds before we 
come to church to 

worship You.

3
Lord be with the Wendling  
family.  Give them strength  
and help them get through  

each minute of the day  
with you walking by their  
side.  Bless them with a  
peace that only you can  

give.

4Lord, we pray that  
every one in the world  
has a chance to hear  

about You and will  
come to know You as  

their Lord.

5
Be with our  youth and young  

adults as they go back to  
school.  Help them to learn so  
they can become productive  
adults in our  society.  Help  

them to bring others to know  
you through their school  
contacts.  Guide them  
through each day Lord.

6Lord be with our military  
and guard them and  

guide them to serve you  
as they serve our  

country.  Help them to  
be lights to others in the  

areas they serve in.

7
We have many in our  

church that have personal  
and medical needs.  Bless  

them and help them to  
heal so they can be  

stronger in their faith and  
share it with others.   

Strengthen them daily Lord

8Help us to remember to  
donate light bulbs to We  

Care if we can this month.   
Pray for those who work  
for We Care and pray for  
the clients that count on  
We Care each month.

9
Lord, we  thank you so  
much for our Hand Bell  
musicians.  We love the  
gift of music  you have  

given them and are  
thankful that they worship  
You by playing in Church.   

Bless them Lord.

10Lord, be with the  
farmers as they harvest.   

Keep them safe and  
help them to get the  

crops in and to market.   
Bless them as they  

work. 

11
Lord be with those who are  
helping with the outreach  

program of Salaam  
Christian fellowship.  They  

are reaching out and  
sharing Christ with  

Muslims.  Bless this  
program Lord.

12Lord, help us to  
experience and 

know your love, joy 
and peace.

Rom. 8:28-39

13Lord, you have been with  
many in our congregation  

this past month as  
surgeries were preformed.   
We thank you so much for  

successful surgeries for  
many in our church family.

14Lead me, Lord, to  
recognize you in the  
person beside me in  

my daily walk with  
you.

15We thank you for all  
the children in Sunday  
School.   Bless them  
and bring them to a  
stronger faith in you  

Lord.  

16God bless our youth!   
Help them to have  
wonderful Christian  
fellowship together.   
Bring them closer to  

You Lord.

17Lord, help us to grow  
spiritually so we can  
have the courage to  
help lead others to  

know you.

18God, forgive me for the  
times when I choose to  

follow my own will  
instead of Yours. I know  
Your plan is the best for  

me.  Help me to obey  
Your Word.

19God, please grant me an  
awareness for the needs  

of those in my care.   
Courage to tirelessly give  

of myself, and discernment  
to know when to focus on  

my needs.

20
Be with Christians in  

Turkey and the  
surrounding countries.   

Help them to hold fast to  
their faith and to share it  
with others.  Keep them  
safe and help them to  

bring others to you Lord.

21God, inspire in us a  
great respect for all  

human life.  Help us to  
treat others as you  
would treat them.

22
Oh God, be with me 
as I study your word  

so I can have a  
deeper faith in you.

23Lord, we thank you for  
the voices of those  

who sing in our church  
choir.  Bless them as  
they sing praises to  

you in church.

24
 God,We thank you 
for your goodness,  

your mercy and 
your grace.

25
 Operation Christmas Child  
is getting underway soon.   
We ask that you bring the  

children that get these  
boxes to know you Lord.   
Give them a hunger to  

want to learn more about  
you and have faith in you.

26Lord, as I open my  
eyes to the world,  

please open my eyes  
to what you want me  

to do in it today.

27Lord, increase my 
faith, bless my 

efforts and work, 
now and forever 

more.

28"God, have 
mercy on me, a 

sinner."
Luke 18:13

29In everything give  
thanks, for this is the  
will of God in Christ  

Jesus concerning you.
1 Thessalonians 5:18

30
Lord, lead me to make  
choices that bring You  
glory and allow me to  

experience the life You  
intended for me to live.

31
Lord, help me to 
stay focused on 
what's important.
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Communion
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1 0 : 4 5 a m -  Worship
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1 p m -  Euchre Club

4 : 3 0 p m -  Elders 
Mee t ing
6 p m -  Adult Info Class

1 0 a m -  LWML 3 : 3 0 p m -  Handbells

4 : 3 0 p m -  7th Gd Conf

4 : 4 5 p m -  Choir

5 : 3 0 p m -  Worship

LWML Sunday

8 : 1 5 a m -  Worship

9 : 3 0 a m -  Bible Study

9 : 3 0 a m -  Sun. Sch.

1 0 : 4 5 a m -  Worship

Columbus Day 
(regional holiday)
1 p m -  Senior Service

9 a m -  Bible Study

5 : 3 0 p m -  Friendly Srs.

6 p m -  Adult Info Class

3 : 3 0 p m -  Handbells

4 : 3 0 p m -  7th Gd Conf

4 : 4 5 p m -  Choir

Communion

5 : 3 0 p m -  Worship

Communion

8 : 1 5 a m -  Worship

9 : 3 0 a m -  Bible Study

9 : 3 0 a m -  Sun. Sch.

1 0 : 4 5 a m -  Worship

9 a m -  Bible Study

1 0 a m -  Mission 
Mee t ing
6 p m -  Adult Info Class

3 : 3 0 p m -  Handbells

4 : 3 0 p m -  7th Gd Conf

4 : 4 5 p m -  Choir

5 : 3 0 p m -  Worship

8 : 1 5 a m -  Worship

9 : 3 0 a m -  Bible Study

9 : 3 0 a m -  Sun. Sch.

1 0 : 4 5 a m -  Worship

4 p m -  Youth Night

9 a m -  Bible Study

6 p m -  Adult Info Class

3 : 3 0 p m -  Handbells

4 : 3 0 p m -  7th Gd Conf

4 : 4 5 p m -  Choir

6 p m -  Trustees Meeting

5 : 3 0 p m -  Worship

Reformation Sunday

8 : 1 5 a m -  Worship

9 : 3 0 a m -  Bible Study

9 : 3 0 a m -  Sun. Sch.

1 0 : 4 5 a m -  Worship

Hal loween 9 a m -  Bible Study

1 p m -  Euchre Club

4 p m -  Elders Meeting

6 p m -  Adult Info Class

1 0 a m -  LWML 3 : 3 0 p m -  Handbells

4 p m -  St Vincnts Table

4 : 3 0 p m -  7th Gd Conf

4 : 4 5 p m -  Choir

Communion

5 : 3 0 p m -  Worship
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