
Office Hours 

10:00 a.m. –  

1:00 p.m. 
 

Contact us: 

office@ficlc.org 
 

815/941-1255 
 

 

 

On Improving Your Pastor and Your Children 
 (Because we have a “Means of Grace” theology and 

if it works on pastors, there’s no telling what it can do!) 
{With a cameo appearance by Herb Mueller ‘cause he was part of the conversation back when.} 

 

 All around the Christian Church there are people who would love to improve their pastor (as well as their 
children, their spouse, their neighbor, their friend, etc.).  But let’s test it out on pastors first.   
 

There are all kinds of different pastors.  Maybe there are problems; or he is a good pastor but there are some 
quirks; or we want him to be the best he can possibly be, and then people will come to faith and the Church 
will grow.  What to do?  There is a wrong way and there is a distinctly Lutheran way.  That 2nd way ties in with 
Lutheran spirituality and gives insights for other parts of life. 
 

First, the wrong way.  Herb Mueller says it looks like this: “You go to him with your laundry list of complaints 
– concerns you have, plus some you have ‘heard’ from others.”  And you tell him that it is for his good, so he 
can be a better pastor.  How is that going to work?  With the truly great pastor who is not subject to human 

 (Continued on p.2) 
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(On Improving Your Pastor…  continued from p.2) 
 

weaknesses and discouragement, it would be fantastic.  Now there’s just the one detail of finding the pastor 
who is not subject to human weaknesses and discouragement.   
 

But here’s the 2nd way: 
Herb Mueller again, “Are you Lutheran?  ‘Well, of course I am!’ you respond.  Then you will remember that 
Lutherans believe in the means of grace, that God does His work of saving, forgiving, encouraging, 
strengthening us in faith through His Word and through Baptism and Holy Communion.” 
 

Here’s the insight.   
God uses the “Means of Grace” things to create, renew and strengthen faith.  This is a powerful idea right out 
of the Bible.  God uses the Word of God, Baptism and the Lord’s Supper to create, renew and strengthen 
faith.  And there is a relationship between those things.  It is the Word of God (in fact, words straight from the 
lips of Jesus) that powers Baptism and the Lord’s Supper.  Remember the words from the Small Catechism?  
(About Baptism) “Certainly not just water, but the Word of God in and with the water does these things”; (and 
about the Lord’s Supper) “Certainly not just eating and drinking … but the words”.  Without the Word of God, 
they would not be what they claim to be, but with the Word of God things happen.  Sins are forgiven.  Faith is 
created and strengthened. 
 

If it is “Means of Grace” it is special.  It is something that God uses to: Give Life; Create Faith; Forgive Sin; 
Renew Faith; Strengthen Faith; and Keep us in Faith.  These things are the tools of the Holy Spirit and they 
have power, just like the Word of God had power at the beginning of the world when God said, “Let there be 
light” and there was light. 
 

Now then – Applying the Means of Grace: 
First, will it work on the pastor?  Will it work on us?   
How do you apply the “Means of Grace”?  You can’t march him back to the font and baptize him all over 
again.  And for most of us we do not have the opportunity to give him communion.  But you have the central 
part of the Means of Grace.  You can apply the Word God.   
 

Herb Mueller again, “In fact, the most important thing you can do for your pastor is to speak the Word of God 
to him.  Tell him of Jesus Christ and His love for him.  Tell him that Jesus died and rose also for him.   
“It happened to me one Lent at least 15 years ago.  We had come through some minor difficulties in our 
parish (I don’t even remember what they were) when some women of the parish, during Holy Week, took it on 
themselves to send me a card, a flower, a word of encouragement from the Word of God every day that week 
before Easter.  God used them, spoke through them, to “improve” their pastor.  And I was truly strengthened 
for the task of bringing the resurrection Gospel with renewed vigor that year.” 
 

Notice how that experience of encouragement from the Word of God stays with and is remembered years and 
years later.  That is how God designed His Word to work.  And it is a lesson for all of us.  Be the encourager, 
sharing the promises and building each other up using the Word of God.  Paul said it this way, “be filled with 
the Spirit, speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs.” (Ephesians 5:18-19) 
 

How about children? 
We provide so many things for our children.  House and home, education, opportunities in sports, family 
activities, and so on.  But more important than any of them is growing in character.  The deepest and most 
important part of character is knowing where they stand in relationship with the God who created them and 
the Savior who lived, died and rose for them.  Without the Words and Promises of God we would be just 
guessing our way through life.  We need and they need the guidance and encouragement that comes from 
God.  What to do?   
Years ago, Synod President Al Barry invited all families to read through the New Testament from Christmas to 
Easter.  We did so with our children at the end of every evening, reading a couple chapters every day.  (They 
especially enjoyed the action parts.)  The surprise was when our high schooler started leaving his friends to 
come home early.  And again, that is how God designed His Word to work, to capture us, draw us in and 
connect us with His promises in Christ. 
 

Wonky Donkey and the Bible? 
Just a little while ago there was a video of a grandmother reading the book “Wonky Donkey” to her grandson. 

(Continued on p.4) 
 

 



 

 

 

1st Paige Thorson 
 

2nd David Smolich 
 

3rd  Doris Peterson 
 

4th Arik Applebee 

Phyllis Lund 
 

7th Doris Stangland 
 

8th Sarah Riordan 
 

11th David Halkyard 
 

12th Mary Olson 
 

17th Norma Carlson 

 Gary Schultz 
 

27th  Amber Brown 
 

28th Mark Willig 
 

 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10 AT 11:30 p.m. 

TURTLE’S TAP 
(1400 N. Division Street, Morris, IL) 

 

Join us for lunch this month for fellowship and fun!  If you would like to attend, please call Jerald 

and Connie Van Heiden at 815/941-1139 so they can reserve a seat for you at the table.   

(If you get their answering machine, don’t be shy - please leave a message.) 
 

 

O come let us sing to the LORD; 
let us make a joyful noise to the Rock 
of our salvation! 
Let us come into His presence with 
thanksgiving;  
     let us make a joyful noise to Him 
with songs of praise!   
For the LORD is a great God,  
     and a great King above all gods.   
 

 

CELEBRATIONS! 

 

Join us on Sunday, September 8th immediately following the 8:15 

worship service for a cake & coffee reception to give warm hugs 

and God’s blessings to Dennie & Karen Thompson who are 

moving away.  Dennie and Karen have been members of Friends 

in Christ since its formation in  2004, have been an integral part of 

our congregation.  Come help to remind them (and ourselves) 

that we are still part of Christ’s one body, no matter where we are 

geographically on earth. 

 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 9 AT 1:00 p.m. 
 

Join us for worship and a fellowship luncheon immediately following.  All are welcome! 
 

 

In His hand are the depths of the earth;  
     the heights of the mountains are His  
          also.   
The sea is His, for he made it,  
     and His hands formed the dry land.   
Oh come, let worship and bow down;  
     let kneel before the LORD our  
          Maker!   
For He is our God,  
     and we are the people of His pasture, 
     and the sheep of His hand. 
 

   Psalm 95:1-7a 

 

  1st Greg & Deidre Carlson  28 years 
 

  6th Art & Willene Turner  67 years 
 

17th Doug & Jeannine Halkyard 42 years 
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The KYKS CREW:  

(Top) Mike & Vicki Kahn, Don Johnson, Jerry Farber, 
Jamie Ruedin,  
Pastor Mark, Georgette Walker, Kris Farber, Deb 
Krugler 
(Middle) Diana Ruedin, Teddy Ruedin, Zoey, 
 Tarahji Taylor, Judy Johnson 
(Bottom) Signey Carter, Laura Ruedin, LaTisha 
Barnes, Shaye Carter, De Kirchhoff, Paula Willig 

 

 

 

The OCC paperwork/supplies for packing shoeboxes have 

been ordered. This year we will also have the official boxes 
they would prefer us to pack in. These boxes best fit into the 
shipping boxes they send to the villages. The supplies should 

arrive in 2-3 weeks. This would be an EXCELLENT time for 
you to pick up items for the boxes you are packing since a lot 

of school supplies and end of summer items are on clearance. 

Thank you for your support of this mission!! 

 

 

(On Improving Your Pastor  …Continued from p.2) 
 

 

She was laughing and pointing at the pictures and reacting to the book.  Someone watched that and said, 
 

“Look at the child’s eyes; back and forth looking at his grandmother’s eyes, at the pictures, back to 
her, back to look at what she is pointing to.  He is learning how to do reading, how to interact with a 
book simply by watching her do it.”  When we read to our children we are not just “reading.”  We are 
helping them figure out how to interact with their world, and that is the most important part of how we 
teach them.  This is the same lesson as another saying. “Christianity is one half taught, and one half 
caught.”   
 

When we interact with the Word of God, loving, treasuring and holding on to God’s promises and 
encouragement, our children (and others) watch; back and forth looking at the Christian, at the 
promises, back to the Christian, back to look at the parts of life we are responding to, and so on.  
That is how God designed His Church to work, because what is His Church other than those who 
have the Words and Promises of God running through their souls. 
 

So, as Sunday School starts up again, bring the children, worship in front of them, pray in front of 
them.  And at home read from the Bible, or even from a Bible Story Book.  Those around us are 
looking at where the eyes of our soul are looking.  Turn the eyes of your soul on the promises of God 
and share them. 
 
Pastor Mark Willig 

 

 

Our Annual K.Y.K.S. Back-to-School Shoe Fitting Event was a busy, exciting day!  Thank you to 
EVERYONE who helped to make the operation run so smoothly.  God worked through us to help 

alleviate back to school costs for many families.  So far, we have given out a total of 205 pairs of shoes to 
many happy kids (and grateful parents!).  The number continues to grow as a few late calls for shoes 

continue to come in.  
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Sunday September 22 at 1:00 p.m. 
Our September youth activity will be on Sunday, September 22nd. (please note the date change from 
our normal weekend).  We will meet at 1:00 pm at the church and head to Dollinger Family 
Farm.  The youth account will treat everyone attending to a trip through the corn maze.  Any other 
activities that cost extra will be at your own expense.  There will be a special exhibit at the farm that 
Sunday by Big Wolf Run Ranch.  We will bring snacks and drinks to have at the farm (no dinner 
planned this month). Please let Cathy know if you plan to attend so that she knows how much money 
to bring for the corn maze admission.  Feel free to bring a guest (or your parents). 
 

 

(Clockwise from left) Paula Willig and Diana 
Ruedin pause for a selfie;  Laura Ruedin enjoys 
the refreshing water; Jamie Ruedin’s Jump – first 
time off the diving board;  Signey Carter’s Scissor 
Kick; Deb Carter’s Dive; Sunnin’ ourselves during 
the break; Teddy Ruedin  prepares for launch. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

RALLY DAY 

8/1/19 

9:30 a.m. 

 
 

Our previous youth activity was a Back-to-School swim party at the 
Morris pool.  We had dinner and devotions back at the church.   
A fun time was had by all! 

 
 

YOUTH NEWS 
 

https://www.dollingerfarms.com/
https://www.dollingerfarms.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

The LWML-NID Fall Gathering will be on Saturday, September 28, 2019 at Holy Cross Lutheran 
Church in Cary, Illinois.  The theme for this year is Serving the Least of These and our unique 
program of KYKS will be the recipient of the programs In-Gathering.  Gently used clothing is also 
requested for the Holy Cross Lutheran Church Resale Store.  Please drop clothing off by September 
25th to the LWML table at church. 

 

 

Our October 2nd meeting will be an evening meeting at 7:00 PM. 

We will meet on November 6th at 10:00 AM.  We will have a special program featuring our Zone 
president, Gayle Thanepohn, who will present an overview of the 2019 LWML convention.  We also 
will have a devotion presented by Deb Krugler and De Kirchhoff.   

 

Wednesday, December 4th will be the annual Advent Potluck.  Mark your calendars! 
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Join us for the next LWML meeting: 
 
 

(Servers: Paula Willig & Deb Carter) 
 

This month we will be focusing on new mission grants for 2019 – 2021 as well 
as going over details for upcoming events.  Here is a sneak-peek of what’s 
ahead: 

Wednesday, September 4 at 10:00 A.M. 

 



Please pray daily for  
Pastor Willig, Deb  

Carter, Kris Farber and  
their families.  Pray for  

Missionaries all over the  
world especially Kathy  

and Sue.

Lord, help me to put  
on Your full armor so  

that I can take my 
stand against the 
devil's schemes.
Ephesians 6:11

Lord bless those in 
Bible study!  Help 

bring them closer to  
you. Bring others to  
the class so Your 

Word can be shared 
with them.

Our mission is friends  
bringing friends to 

Christ.  Lord help each  
of us to bring others to  

church so they can 
learn about You.

Lord help us to realize  
that weekly worship,  

daily prayer and Bible  
study need to be a  
priority in our lives.

Ecc. 4:9-10

Lord, I come to You in  
prayer and ask You to  

let Your peace that  
transcends all  

understanding guard my  
heart and my mind in  

Christ Jesus.
Philippians 4:7

Prepare our 
hearts for 

worship Lord!

Lord we pray that  
You would touch the 
confirmands hearts, 
make them hungry 
to learn Your Word.

Lord bless the children  
as they go back to  

school.  Help them to  
be Godly examples to  

those they come in  
contact with.

Lord show us how You  
want us to use Your  

money You have  
entrusted us with for  

Your will. 
Hebrews 13:16

Lord bless Deaf 
Ministry in our area.   
Help Deaf Ministry to 

grow in all areas 
where it is needed.

As Brothers and Sisters  
in Christ help us to  

make decisions that are  
pleasing in Gods eyes  
and treat each other as  

God would.
Ephesians 4:32

Lord show us the 
needs and open our  
hearts to move us to  

give of our time to help  
Your mission in the  

world.

We pray that unity 
across our entire  

ministry will 
abound.

Ecc. 4:9-10

Lord, give single 
parents strength and  
wisdom to help them 
turn over their stress  
and busy lives to You.

Exodus 15:2

Thank You Father for  
loving us enough to  

send Your Son Jesus  
Christ to die and rise  
again so that by Your  

Grace and our faith we  
can be with You forever.

Keep our Friendly  
Seniors healthy 

Lord as they enjoy  
good Christian 

fellowship.

As children are in  
school have them 
come to You first O  
Lord with problems  
they have in school.   

Bless them Lord.

Lord, Thank You for 
the strength You give 

us as part of the 
Body of Christ.

Ecc. 4:12

Lord, we ask you to be  
with those who are  

struggling with their health.   
Be with them and guide  
them in the ways they  

should go.  Help them to  
find healing.

Lord, Thank You for  
Your Word of Truth, for  

Your presence of  
Truth, and for Your  

Holy Spirit that guides  
us in Truth.

Lord, bless those who 
teach and attend 

Sunday School.  Open  
their heart and minds  
to learn about You.

Lord, we give You 
thanks that nothing 

can ever separate us 
from the love of Christ.

Rom. 8:35

Lord, as we go 
through the day help  
us to listen to Your 
voice to help guide 

us in Your way.

God, we praise You for  
our Savior Jesus Christ,  
who brings peace, good  
news and salvation to all  

who believe.
Isaiah 52:7

Lord, be with San Pablo  
church in Joliet.  Help  

them to grow in You and  
to be a welcoming place  

for those that worship  
there.

Lord, bless those in 
the military help 

them to be safe and 
to be a light to each 

other for You.

Lord, may our 
congregation encounter  

Your love, presence,  
grace, peace and  

forgiveness as we walk  
our every day lives.

Dear Father, Thank You for  
Your presence.  Thank You  

for every moment that I have  
been given, but Thank You  

also for the complete joy that  
is to come.

2 Cor.4:17-18

Lord, Help us to  
put You first in  

all we do.



 

September 2019 – Friends in Christ Lutheran Church, Morris, 
Illinois Sun. Mon. Tue. Wed. Thu. Fri. Sat. 

1  COMMUNION 2 3 4 5 6 7 
12th Sunday After Pentecost 

Sunday School Rally Day 
8:15 AM – Worship 
9:30 AM – Bible Study &  
                   Sunday School Rally 
10:45 AM – Worship 

 9:00 AM – Bible Study 
1:00 PM – Euchre Club 
7:00 PM – Elders  

10:00 AM – 
Lutheran Women’s 
Missionary League 

  5:30 PM – Worship  

8   13th Sunday After Pentecost 9 10 11 12 13 14  COMMUNION 

8:15 AM – Worship 
9:30 AM – Bible Study &  
                    Sunday School  
10:45 AM – Worship  
12:00 Noon – Confirmation  

1:00 PM – 
Senior Service 

9:00 AM – Bible Study 
11:30 AM – Friendly 
Seniors @ Turtles’ 

   5:30 PM – Worship   

15  COMMUNION 16 17 18 19 20 21 
14th Sunday After Pentecost 

8:15 AM – Worship 
9:30 AM – Bible Study &  
                   Sunday School  
10:45 AM – Worship 
 

 9:00 AM – Bible Study 
 

 9-12 AM – 
Circuit Pastors 
7:00 PM – 
Church Council 

 5:30 PM – Worship  

22  15th Sunday After Pentecost 23 24 25 26 27 28 

8:15 AM – Worship 
9:30 AM – Bible Study &  
                    Sunday School 
10:45 AM – Worship  
12:00 Noon – Confirmation 
1:00 PM – Youth to Dollinger’s  
                   Farm 

10:00 AM – 
Park Pointe 

9:00 AM – Bible Study    5:30 PM – Worship   

29  St. Michael & All Angels  30 October Dates:  10/6 LWML Sunday 
 
 
 
 

8:15 AM – Worship’ 
9:30 AM – Bible Study & Sunday 
School  
10:45 AM – Worship  

                              10/10 4:00 PM – St. Vincent’s Table 

 




