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In This Issue: Save the Date:
Pastor’s Article ..., 1-2 DEC 3: Decorating the church for Christmas 10:00 a.m.
Announcements ............ 3 DEC 4: LWML Advent Potluck 6:00 p.m.
(LWML Advent Pot Luck, Youth Events, Midweek.Advent Worship Service 7:00 p.m.
Senior Service, Church Decorating) DEC  8: You.th Chrls.tmas Party 2:00 p.m.
Birthdays/Anniversaries ...... 4 DEC 9:  Senior Service 1:00 p.m.
. . DEC 12: Church Council Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Financial Report ......ccceuveune. 4 DEC 18:  Youth Christmas Pageant 7:00 p.m.
Prayer Calendar .................... > DEC 24: Christmas Eve Candlelit Worship 7:00 p.m.
Church Calendar ..................... 6 DEC 25: Christmas Day Worship 10.00 a.m.

Behsld e Child

(Who Would’ve Seen That Coming?)

Actually ...

Adam and Eve -- When Eve had her first-born child, she said, "I have gotten a man, the LORD"
(literal translation of the Hebrew), expecting that God was going to come into the world born as a
baby because God did say, "the seed of the woman".

Isaiah -- God sent him with a prophecy, "The Lord Himself will give you a sign. Behold the virgin
shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.”

Micah -- God spoke through him, "But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathabh, too little to be among the clans
of Judah, from you shall come forth for Me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose going forth is
from of old, from days of eternity. Therefore He will give them up until she who is in labor gives
birth, and the rest of his brothers return to join the Israelites.” (Continued on p. 2)

ember 24:
7:00 p.m. — Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

Wednesday, December 25:
10:00 a.m. — Christmas Morning Communion Service




s e =

' — = S e et £ 0 ) 7 2 oS-
FrieAds in Christ Lutheran Church=—=__ =D ECEi\/i BER 2 OIH 5 3

(Continued from p. 1)

The Angels -- who knew something of God's plans.

The Chief Priests and Teachers of the Law -- When Herod asked them where the Christ
was to be born, they answered right off, "In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the
prophet ..."

Actually, quite a few people "kind of" saw that coming, but ...

What they didn't see ...

The Manner of His Birth -- Should it be in a palace, or in the home of a Chief Priest or a
great Rabbi? God chooses to be born in a stable. And Jesus is raised as the son of a lowly
carpenter.

The Character of The Messiah -- Should He rule and have everyone serve Him? That would
make sense. But He comes to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many.

What kind of King would He be? -- The people expected a mighty king, with armies even!
The disciples were ready for that possibility. But He rides into Jerusalem on a donkey.
And then He allows Himself to be arrested, condemned, and executed.

Who Should Know? -- The whole world! But the angels are sent only to some shepherds out
in the field; because He is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.

And yet -- God still calls us to behold this Child ...

"He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of His nature" -- When we come
to "behold the Child" God opens up to us and we see the deepest revealing of His nature.
This is who God is. No acting. No masks. No holding back. Still in our day "who He is" has
a power to turn hearts, capture the Imagination of our souls, and change our lives. ((Psst!
-- What happened to Kanye that he is now singing and telling about forgiveness and
salvation in Jesus?))

"And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us" -- God is not far off. And we are not
forsaken or forgotten. Let the whole world come and see! This Jesus, born so many years
ago and so far away, still walks among us, still hears, and still answers. He speaks and His
words have eternity. He calls you His own and promises life that is forever.

What "we have seen with our eyes ... looked on and have touched with our hands" -- Think
about another time of seeing. Think about Thomas seeing the risen Jesus with his eyes;
and also with his hands. This is our God: who came into the world, being born; who
hungered, prayed, touched the lepers, with His fingers healed the blind, received nails
through His flesh, rose from the tomb, let Thomas touch and poke Him, and promises that
we will one day see with our eyes and with our hands.

No wonder ...

No wonder the whole world notices His birth.
Celebrate Jesus in the days before Christmas. Come, "Behold the Child." Share the news of
this Child Jesus. And have all the days of this season filled with the presence of the Christ.

Merry Christmas!
Pastor Mark




' the church for Christmas!

Tuesday
December 3t
10:00 a.m.

Poinsellias

A sign-up sheet to order
poinsettias is available on the
bulletin table.

Each plant will cost $15.

(Please remember to take your
poinsettia home right after

Christmas as they don’t last long left

unattended.)

LWML @Pslluck

Wednesday
December 4"
6:00 p.m.

A note to all LWML-ers:

Our next meeting will be on
Wednesday, February 5,
2020 at 10:00 a.m. Please
mark your calendars and
we’ll see you all then!

[saiah 64:1

1:00 p"'ﬁ?'“'

Sunday
December 8
2:00 - 6:00 p.m.
We will practice our Christmas Program first
followed by dinner, games and a white

elephant gift exchange! (Questions? Talk to
Cathy Thompson, Paula Willig or Deb Carter.)

BEHOLD
“he CHILD

“Behold the Child!" the angels sing.

A baby boy will be our King!

And not just any king is here.

He's God's own Son — so give a cheer!

Wednesday
December 18t
7:00 p.m.
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Pl ’{ "Dec 10t 15t 1/ Zackary Carlson
Kurt & Tricia Johnson 6" “Bonnie Sanders
20 years 8" Sharon Benner
9" Erma Turner
Dec 29" Joey Castleberry
Tim & Ann West 10th Laura Ruedin

30 years 11™  Pat Kennard

- 17" Michael Applebee
3o Ul 19™  Trevor Thompson
isn’t Joseph
and Mary... 20" Tristan Willig

239 Logan Tondini

24" Sharon Wendling

251 Elizabeth Kirk

29" Ann West

30" Chris Willig
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Financial Report
Friends in Christ Lutheran Church 2019 <+

General Fund JUNE JuLy AUGUST SEPTEMBER |OCTOBER YTD Actual YTD Budget
Income S 12,109.75 | S 13,410.97 | $ 10,435.05 | $ 11,804.52 | $ 8,503.12 | S 124,332.99 | $ 136,650.00
Expenses $ 12,03495|S 13,122.91 S 12,046.31 | $ 12,633.84 | $ 12,997.24 | $ 128,915.09 | $ 136,530.00

Net Income (Loss) S 74.80 | S 288.06 | S (1,611.26)[ S (829.32)| $ (4,494.12)| S (4,582.10)| $ =




Prayer
Calend
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SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

Please pray daily for Pastor
Willig, Deb Carter and Kris
Farber and their families.
Pray for Churches that sign
for the deaf. Pray for
Missionaries all over the
world. Bless those at Iglesia
San Pablo Chruch.

As we fill our days with
getting ready for
Christmas help us to
remember what
Christmas is all about.
Not a gift under the tree
but Jesus being born.

Lord, for many the month of
December is a very long
month. Be with those that
have a tough time during the
Christmas Season. Help to
lighten their load and bless
them with your special peace.
Help them to remember that
you are always with us.

Lord, please give Pastor Willig
strength, understanding,
patience and a special peace
when he is at rest. May he
glorify you with the gifts You
have given him. Help his
sermons to touch the hearts and
souls of those who hear them
this Christmas season. Thank
You for Pastor Willig.

Thank You Lord forithe
wonderful children in“our
congregation. Bless
them Lord as they are
lights in this world for
You. Help them to see
You in their Christmas
celebrations.

Lord, help us to remember
that everything we have is
Yours and You give us
what we need. Help us to
wisely use what You have
entrusted to us.

1 Chronicles 29: 11-12
Luke 16:11

Satisfy us in the
morning with Your
unfailing love, that we
may sing for joy and
be glad all our days.
Psalm 90:14

As we celebrate this
Christmas season make
our hearts soar with the
knowledge that Jesus is
the most wonderful gift.

Help us to see the
wonder of Your love.

| praise You, Lord, that
You are intimately
acquainted with my
ways and that You
always have my best
interest at heart.
Luke 2:8-20

God, please bless us
with wisdom,
discernment , and a
God like heart for all
our congregation.

1 Kings 3:6-15
1 Chron. 29:11-12

Lord, many will attend
church at Christmas time.
Please help them to come
to know You and believe in

You after hearing the

message of Your gift of

Jesus that he died and

rose up again for us.

God, we have a wonderful
congregation here at
Friends in Christ. Thank
You for bringing us
together. Help us to be
lights for You in this world.
We thank You Lord for our
Friends in Christ.

Help us to put on the
full armour of God and
be alert to satan's
strategies.

Eph. 6:10-18
Acts 17:11

Lord, help me to turn
control of my life over
to You. Walk with me
daily as I try to be
more like You. Thank
You for loving me.
Rom 13:13-14

Lord, help us to take some
quiet time to read your
word this Christmas
season. Help us to sense

Lord, we pray that You
would fill us with the
Holy Spirit. Help us to

Help us to come to
You Lord when we

As we go through our
busy days, help us to
have patience with

Let us remember
that some of the

Be with our military.
Lord, so they can feel
the love of Jesus
during this Christmas

Lord, help us to look
beyond the glitter of

QWMMCMWMHM%@%: listen to You and see are feeling those we come in Um.mﬁ gifts <,.\m can season. Bless them the holiday and see
Psalm 62:5 Your blessings You stressed. contact with. give are gifts of Lord and keep them the glory of Your
Psalm 37:7 give us. Psalm 94:18 Matt 2: 13-18 time. safe out of harms way. presence.

Before the celebrations begin
let us turn our hearts to You
oh Lord. No gift has ever
been so costly, treasured,
precious, or perfect. thanks

Thank You so much for.the
message that we can
share. "Go telliton a

mountain, over the hills
and every where". "Go tell
it on the mountain that

Lord, as we celebrate
Your coming into the
world to save us, let
our joyful hearts be

God, we thankeYou for
Jesus. Joy in the heavens
and peace on earth for
unto us a Son is given
Unto us a child is born and
he will save his people

Thank You for the
opportunity to openly
celebrate Christmas
with others as we are

Lord be with those that
have deaf ministry in
their church and bless
them. Help deaf

God, help us to
remember to
prepare our hearts

.mmmﬁmommm_wﬂ%m. Jesus Christ is born". attuned to Your voice. from their sins. thankful for the gift of ministry to grow before we come to
2 Cor. 9-15 Luke 2:20 Proverbs 4:11-13 Matt. 1:22-23 Jesus. around the world. worship You.

Lord, thank You for knowing
my heart and hearing my
prayers and answering them
in accordance to Your will for

Lord, as You give us a
fresh start daily, help
us to start off each day
of the New Year with

In the New Year we
pray that unity
across our entire

me. .. .
Exodus 40:14 You. ministry will
Psalm 16:7-8 2 Chron. 5:17 abound.




Sun.

1 COMMUNION

15t Sunday of Advent

8:15 AM — Worship

9:30 AM — Bible Study &
Sunday School

10:45 AM — Worship

8 2nd sunday of Advent

8:15 AM — Worship

9:30 AM — Bible Study &
Sunday School

10:45 AM — Worship

2 —6 PM - Youth Group
Christmas Party

15 COMMUNION

3rd Sunday of Advent

8:15 AM — Worship

9:30 AM — Bible Study &
Sunday School

10:45 AM — Worship

22 4t sunday of Advent

8:15 AM — Worship

9:30 AM — Bible Study &
Sunday School

10:45 AM — Worship

29 1t Sunday After Christmas

8:15 AM — Worship’

9:30 AM — Bible Study &
Sunday School

10:45 AM — Worship

Mon.

16

23

10:00 AM —
Park Pointe

30

Tue.
3

9:00 AM — Bible Study
10:00 AM - Decorating
for Christmas

1:00 PM — Euchre Club
7:00 PM — Elders

10
9:00 AM - Bible Study

17
9:00 AM — Bible Study

24 Christmas Eve

7:00 PM — Worship
with Communion

31

Wed.
4

6:00 PM - Lutheran

Women’s Missionary

League

Congregation Potluck

7:00 PM - Advent
Worship

11

7:00 PM — Advent
Worship

18

7:00 PM - Sunday
School Christmas
Program

25 Christmas

9:00 AM - Worship
with Communion

Thu.

12

7:00 PM -
Church
Council

19

26

December 2019 — Friends in Christ Lutheran Church, Morris,

Fri.

13

20

27

7
5:30 PM — Worship

14 COMMUNION
5:30 PM — Worship

21
5:30 PM — Worship

28
5:30 PM — Worship



