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Come worship with us 

from home! 

We will be streaming live at  

http://facebook.com/ficlc  
 

(During Shelter at Home mandate) 
Sunday Mornings      …       9:30 a.m. 

     

 

Worship with us: In This Issue: 

Part 5: Interesting Times 
 

Many years ago, when I was young, I heard the following: 
There’s an old Chinese curse, “May you live in interesting times!” 
Being young, I thought, “How’s that a curse?”  And then some years passed, and I thought, “Oh!  Now I 
get it!” 
 
We are living in interesting times.   
Last month, at the end of the article I posted, “Next Month 20-20 – I have no idea what’s coming in even a 
month”.  Actually, I have no idea what’s coming in even a week.  The day starts, and who knows what the 
earth-shaking headline is going to be by the end of the day? 
 
These are “Interesting Times.”  Things are constantly changing, and we are not sure what it will all mean.  
And then by the time we have started to figure it out, everything changes again.  Over time we become 
unsure how to handle the constantly changing realities; and then we hold back, hesitate, and put off long 
term plans.  For example; would it have been a good idea to plan a career with “Blockbuster Video” just 
when internet streaming of movies was getting started.  How do our young people know whether their 
career choices will last, or be swept away by changing technology? 
 

MAY    3:     Live stream Worship Service   9:30 a.m.  
                    Voter’s Assembly           TBA       

MAY    5:     Elder’s Meeting        7:00 p.m. 

MAY    6:     LWML             10:00 a.m. 

MAY  10:     Live stream Worship Service   9:30 a.m. 
MAY  11:     Senior Service                    1:00 p.m. 

MAY  16:     Youth Night               5:00a.m. 

MAY  17:     Live stream Worship Service   9:30 a.m. 
MAY  21:     Church Council         5:00a.m. 

MAY  24:     Live stream Worship Service   9:30 a.m. 
MAY  31:     Live stream Worship Service   9:30 a.m.  

 

ALLELUIA!  CHRIST IS RISEN! 

HE IS RISEN INDEED!  ALLELUIA! 

“Interesting Times” keep us off balance.  If 

someone wrote a book or made a movie of these 

days the next generation would be amazed.  If we 

had read these things years ago, we would either 

be reading the whole thing in one sitting (because 

we would be wondering what would happen next) or 

we would put it down and say, “No way!”  Up to a 

certain point, the more twists and turns, the more 

fascinating the story.  J.R.R Tolkien put a scene in 

one of his books where, right in the middle of 

everything, the characters talk about what if their 

story was in a book.  Would the reader want to keep 
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reading or put it down because they did not want to read the ending?  Some day, when the right authors 
come along, they will write some amazing books. 
 

And I have to ask: Do you miss those boring predictable days of way back 7 weeks ago? 
 

Speaking of a page-turner:  
There was another kind of “Interesting Time” years ago.  Things happened very quickly, and those who 
lived through it could not keep up with the twists and turns, the ups and downs.  As soon as they got their 
minds around what had just happened, it all changed all over again.  It turned out well in the end, but in 
the middle almost nobody had any idea what was next. 
 
Jesus rode into town; and the whole city turned out, cheering and celebrating.  It was the most amazing 
thing!  And He came riding in on a donkey, just like one of the great kings of early days.  The disciples 
had seen Him avoid the crowd that wanted to make Him king.  What was going on? 
 
And then, He went into the temple and overturned tables and drove out the money-changers.  He said 
they were making it a den of thieves.  The people loved it; but Jesus was making enemies.  What was His 
plan?  The Pharisees, Sadducees and Lawyers tried to debate Him and catch Him in trick questions.  But 
they came away embarrassed.  Everything was coming together.  The nation was ready to follow.  Jesus’ 
ascendancy seemed to have no limit.  They had no idea! 
 
But then in rapid succession: The Passover Meal; Out to Gethsemane for prayers of spiritual agony; the 
traitor, the arrest, the miracle healing of the ear, the rebuke to Peter who swung the sword, and running 
away.  Everything was falling apart!  But Jesus could do miracles … 
 
How could they have expected trial, beating, crucifixion and death?  All the fantastic hopes were crushed.  
Everything was in ruins. 
 
But they did not even have the time to get used to tragedy and tears.  Easter morning came.  Was it real?  
Was He really powerful enough to overcome being dead??  What did it all mean?  They were constantly 
off balance.   
 
Memoirs: 
It’s a good thing they wrote down their memoirs.  It gives us an idea how to handle our “Interesting 
Times,” when God is carrying us along, when everything around us is in a turmoil but God is bringing us 
through and has promised that He will not lose us.  The disciples’ confusion fits the situation.  They were 
hours and sometimes days behind what was actually happening.   
 
Our confusion is okay.  That’s what it is to have God in charge and have to live by faith. 
 
But in the middle of everything happening, there is one thing solid, unchanging, and steady.  Jesus is the 
same.  He is the Savior.  He is the one who carried the cross, took our punishment, faced our death and 
claimed the victory – for us.  Everything for us. 
 
Christ is Risen!  He is Risen Indeed!  And He is Still Risen Indeed! – after almost 2,000 years.  He will 
Still be Risen Indeed! – through all eternity.  As long as Jesus lives we can smile at the days.  They are 
the scenery and events along the way in an eternal journey with the living God.  We know that we will 
win, and rise, and be glorious; because Jesus has won the victory.   
 
He will return and He will share His victory with us.  And that will be the “Most Interesting Time of all the 
Interesting Times” ever. 
 
Pastor Mark 
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     1st Dan Ryan 
 

    3rd  Wade Tondini 
 

     4th Eileen Tondini 
 

     9th  Simone Pearcy 
 

 14th Ruth Johnson 
 

 17th  Jody Cupp 
 

 19th Jeannine Halkyard 
 

 20th   Colbie Foehringer 
 

 29th    Lily Thompson 
 

 

12th  Stephen & Cynthia Jelm 36 years 
 Adolf & Sharon Wendling 58 years 
   

14th Byron & Lynn Thorson  43 years 
 

 

David Joseph Castleberry, III (a.k.a. Joey) 
was baptized in a private service on March 9th 
at 8:00 p.m. after the Maundy Thursday [live-
streamed] worship service.   
 
 
 
 

   

 

 

 

Present at the occasion were his parents, David & Alexis Castleberry, (grandparents) 

Terry & Deb Carter, (big sister) Aubree Castleberry, (Uncle) Shaye Carter and (Aunt) 

Signey Carter. God-parents, (Aunt & Uncle) Drew and Erica Muffler, were there via 

video-phone because of the COVID-19 assembly restrictions. 
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Greetings to all our LWML members... 

It's been a long time since we have been able to meet together, but you have all be in my thoughts and 

prayers during this quarantine period.  Our NID and Zone 7 leaders have been active during this time 

and have had a virtual Executive Board meeting on April 11th.  As required that no meetings take place 

during the COVID19 quarantine, our zone postponed or cancelled the Spring Rallies that were 

scheduled.   

The only official business that was required at the virtual meeting was the election of a president for a 

two-year term.  Unless there is a group that objects, Zone 7 has suspended that election process.  Our 

current president, Gayle Thanepohn, LWML NID will continue into a second term.  

Remember that the work and needs of our mission projects continue and we should continue with our 

mites while in quarantine.  If you have mites to submit, you may drop them off at the church or send a 

check to the church and we can fulfill our participation in the overall mite program.  When we resume 

meeting again, we will be able to "catch up" on our additional mites and mission project. 

I have included the April and May Mission grant stories for your updates and prayers, in addition to the 

March 31, 2020 Mission Goal Report and the LWML Mite Challenge Calendar.   

It is my hope that all of our members are healthy and safe and pray for the return of our normal meeting 

times to resume soon.  Stay well and safe and remember that our God is in Control. 

God's Blessings 

Bonnie Rydell Nelson  
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continued… 

 

  

 

Our St. Vincent's Table committee will be providing meals for the St. Vincent's Table on May 
14th, June 11th and September 17th.  There currently is a change in the way that we are serving 
so we will not be asking our members to provide food at this time.  We do however, encourage 
members to think about contributing to the St. Vincent's Table fund at our church to help with the 
purchase of food and beverages.   
 
The new normal at this time is for our committee to provide the ingredients for a box meal which 
will be assembled by the director of the program at the kitchen of First Presbyterian.  We will 
keep you informed about the June 11th event if the guidelines for food and presentation change.   
 
Thank you to our congregation for all the support you give our committee with food donations in 
the past and if you are able to give a small donation at this time it will be so appreciated. 
 
God Bless everyone in these strange times.   
 
Bonnie Rydell Nelson, Judy Johnson, Deb Krugler and Brenda Collins 
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We miss our Seniors!! 
 

Our prayer is that we will be 
able to meet again in June.  In 
the meantime, feel free to call 
the office for ANY need – 
even if that need is to simply 
hear a familiar voice and chat 
a while.  (Deb is especially 
good at chatting – apparently, 
she was All-State Champion 
her senior year of high 
school.) 
 
Until June, then… 
 
 “I hope to see you soon, and 
we will talk face to face.” 
                                   ~ 3  John   1:14 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

     ~ C.S. Lewis 

Peter addresses the subject of humility in these words: 

‘God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble. 

So, humble yourselves under the mighty power of God, 

and at the right time he will lift you up in honor’ (1 Peter 

5:5-6).  

The story’s told of a guy who entered a contest to see 

who was the humblest. When he won, he was given a 

badge of merit – but then he wore it and was 

disqualified! Seriously, pride disqualifies you from 

enjoying the favor of God. That’s why you need to 

remind yourself regularly: ‘Everything I am, I owe to 

God; everything I have, came from God. To Him be all 

the glory.’ 

-Tim Hetzner, President / CEO of Lutheran Church Charities 

 

 

 

 



Please pray daily for Pastor  
Willig, Deb Carter and Kris  
Farber and their families.   

Missionaries, Deaf ministry,  
Doctors, Nurses, anyone working  
in the hospitals.  Police, Fire and  

EMTs.  Essential workers in  
grocery stores and hardware  
workers. Restaurant workers.

We ask you Lord to bless  
our Pastor.  He is working  

in a very stressful time.   
Help to take some of his  
stress away.  Make his  

resting time a special rest  
that only You can give.   

Thank You for our Pastor.

Thank You for Deb our  
church secretary.  Help her  

to have a calming way  
about her for people that  
are calling the church.   

Thank You for all she does  
for our church family.

Lord we thank You for all  
those who help with the  

Sunday service.  Bless them  
for bringing church into our  

homes so we can all worship  
together and apart at the  

same time.

Lord, Thank You for  
giving us hope in You  
every day.  Without  
You we would never  

make it.

Lord, help us as a  
congregation to serve  

You with a willing heart,  
a joyful spirit and  

continued faithfulness.
Genesis 12:2

God, fill us with all joy  
and peace in believing  
so that we may abound  
in hope by the power of  

the Holy Spirit.  
Rom. 15:13

God, help me to 
overcome doubts 

and accept that I can 
rely on Your grace.
2 Corinthians 12:9

Lord, create in our  
families a longing to  
follow Jesus and to  

faithfully serve in our  
church and community.

Mark 8:34-38

God, give our families  
boldness in standing for  
Jesus Christ.  Remove  

anything that would hinder  
us from being powerful  

witnesses. 
Matt 10:27

God, thank You for  
every species of plant  
and animal.  Help me  
to see the beauty in  

every detail.
Psalm 104:24

God, may we learn  
through example that  
Christ did not come to  

be served, but to 
serve.

Matt 20:28

Lord, be with those  
who have Covid 19 

help them to recover  
from the virus.  Help  
this virus bring them 

closer to You oh Lord.

Dear Lord be with all those  
hurting from the new rules we  
have while social distancing.   

For many this is a terrible  
hardship.  Please be with  

them and get them through  
these tough times.

Lord, remind us 
that we never 

retire from serving 
You.

Lord, we pray that  
everyone may experience  

the peace that only a  
relationship with Jesus  

Christ can offer.
Isaiah 57:19

Lord, help us put on 
the full armor of God  

and be alert to satan's  
strategies.

Ephesians 6:10-18

Lord, we thank You 
for the children and 
young adults in our 

congregation.  
Please bless them.

Lord, please help us to  
get through each day.   

Watch over us and 
keep us close to You.

Lord, help weekly 
worship be a priority  
for all in the body of  

Christ.  Even if church  
looks different right 

now.

Pray that we have the  
mind of Christ and  

acknowledge the Lord  
daily to direct our lives.

1 Cor. 2:11-16
Isaiah 57:19

Lord, grant us spirits 
of extreme gratitude 

for all He has 
entrusted to us.

Lord, lead me to a  
deeper understanding 

of Your Word.
Eph. 6:10

Lord, teach me to trust  
You and to let go of my  
own need for control.
Jeremiah 29:10-11

Lord, rather than waiting  
for others to respond,  

show me how to connect  
with people who need  

faith.
Ex. 4:13

Lord, may Your people  
on earth and all Your  
creation praise Your  

name.
Gen. 1:1

Lord, teach me to let  
go of my worries and  

be joyful of all that You  
have given me.

Eph. 2:8

Lord, help us to enjoy each  
day we have.  Bless us as  
we shelter at home.  Help  
us to contact those who  

can't get out.

Lord, enable us to  
wisely manage our  

finances and to lead 
frugal lifestyles.
Matt. 25: 14-30

God, thank You for the  
joy that comes from 

discovering Jesus, the 
kingdom of God and a  

new way of life.
Matt. 13:44

We pray that the Lord  
would give wisdom 
and guidance to our  
church and political  
leaders in this world.



 
Un-calendar - May, 2020 – Friends in Christ Lutheran Church, Morris, Illinois 

Sun. Mon. Tue. Wed. Thu. Fri. Sat. 

All Events Posted in this Calendar are Either Cancelled or Suspended Until We Are Able to Worship Live 
     Services are Live-Streamed Sundays at 9:30 AM  

1 2  COMMUNION 
 5:30 PM – Worship 

3  COMMUNION 4 5 6   7 8 9 
4th Sunday of Easter  
8:15 AM – Worship 
9:00 AM – Voters’ (Postponed) 
9:30 AM – Bible Study &  
                   Sunday School 
10:45 AM – Worship 
 

 9:00 AM – Bible 
Study 
7:00 PM – Elders 

10:00 AM – 
Lutheran Women’s 
Missionary League 
 

  5:30 PM – Worship 
 
 
 

10  5th Sunday of Easter  11 12 13   14 15 16  COMMUNION 
8:15 AM – Worship  
9:30 AM – Bible Study &  
                   Sunday School 
10:45 AM – Worship 
 

1:00 PM – 
Senior Service 
 

9:00 AM – Bible 
Study 
 

   5:30 PM – Worship 

17  COMMUNION 18 19 20   21 COMMUNION 22 23 
6th Sunday of Easter  
8:15 AM – Worship  
9:30 AM – Bible Study &  
                   Sunday School 
10:45 AM – Worship 

 9:00 AM – Bible 
Study 
 

 Ascension Day 

7:00 PM Worship 

 5:30 PM – Worship 

24  7th Sunday of Easter  25 26  27   28 29 30   
8:15 AM – Worship  
9:30 AM – Bible Study & Sunday 
School 
10:45 AM – Worship 

10:00 AM – 
Park Pointe 

9:00 AM – Bible 
Study 
 

           5:30 PM – Worship 

31  Pentecost June Notes –           
8:15 AM – Worship  
9:30 AM – Bible Study & Sunday 
School 
10:45 AM – Worship 
 

 


