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✟ Call to Worship ✟ 

Greeting 
Hymn  #744   “Amazing Grace  (v. 1-4) 

 

 

 
Text: John Newton, 1725–1807, alt. 
Tune: Columbian Harmony, 1829, Cincinnati 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Opening Prayer 

P Let us pray 

C    Eternal God, we commit to Your mercy and forgiveness the year now ended 

      and commend to Your blessing and love the times yet to come.   

        In the new year, abide among us with Your Holy Spirit that we may always  

        trust in the saving name of our Lord Jesus Christ, Who lives and reigns with 

        You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   
         

       Amen. 

         

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Exhortation Hebrews 10:22; Psalm 124:8; Psalm 32:5 LSB 184 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching 

Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

Confession of Sins LSB 167 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 



C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You 

in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 

loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your 

holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As 

a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name 

of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
Stand 

 

✟ Service of the Word ✟ 

 

Psalm 8 
P 1O LORD, our Lord,                                                                                                            

how majestic is Your Name in all the earth! 

C  You have set your glory above the heavens. 

P 2Out of the mouth of babes and infants, 

C  you have established strength because of your foes, 

to still the enemy and the avenger. 

P 3When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, 

C   the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, 

P 4what is man that you are mindful of him, 

C   and the son of man that you care for him? 

P 5Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly beings 

C   and crowned him with glory and honor. 

P 6You have given him dominion over the works of your hands; 

C   you have put all things under his feet, 

P 7all sheep and oxen, 

C   and also the beasts of the field, 

P 8the birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea, 

C   whatever passes along the paths of the seas. 

P 9O LORD, our Lord, 

C   how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

               Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;  

              as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

Lord God, You made Your beloved Son, our Savior, subject to the Law and caused Him to shed His blood 

on our behalf. Grant us the true circumcision of the Spirit that our hearts may be made pure from all sins; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

  

C Amen. 
Sit 

 



Old Testament Reading: Genesis 17:3b–13 
 3b And God said to [Abram], 4“Behold, my covenant is with you, and you shall be the father of a multitude of 

nations. 5No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham, for I have made you the 

father of a multitude of nations. 6I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make you into nations, and kings 

shall come from you. 7And I will establish my covenant between me and you and your offspring after you 

throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you. 8And I 

will give to you and to your offspring after you the land of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an 

everlasting possession, and I will be their God.” 

 9And God said to Abraham, “As for you, you shall keep my covenant, you and your offspring after you 

throughout their generations. 10This is my covenant, which you shall keep, between me and you and your 

offspring after you: Every male among you shall be circumcised. 11You shall be circumcised in the flesh of your 

foreskins, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and you. 12He who is eight days old among you shall 

be circumcised. Every male throughout your generations, whether born in your house or bought with your money 

from any foreigner who is not of your offspring, 13both he who is born in your house and he who is bought with 

your money, shall surely be circumcised. So shall my covenant be in your flesh an everlasting covenant. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle: Galatians 4:4–7 
 4When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5to redeem 

those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 6And because you are sons, God has 

sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a 

son, then an heir through God. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
 

 

Stand 

 

 
Alleluia and Verse John 6:68 LSB 156 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Holy Gospel: Luke 2:21–35 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 21And at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was called Jesus, the name given by the angel 

before he was conceived in the womb. 

 22And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they brought him up to 

Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the 

womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 24and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, 

“a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 25Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and 

this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26And 



it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 
27And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him 

according to the custom of the Law, 28he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said, 

29“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, 

 according to your word; 
30for my eyes have seen your salvation 

 31that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
32a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 

 and for glory to your people Israel.” 

 33And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 34And Simeon blessed them and said to 

Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is 

opposed 35(and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be 

revealed.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
 

 

Sit 

 

 
 

 

Hymn  #524  “How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds” 

 

 

 
 

5 How weak the effort of my heart, 

    How cold my warmest thought! 

But when I see Thee as Thou art, 

    I’ll praise Thee as I ought. 

 

6 Till then I would Thy love proclaim 

    With ev’ry fleeting breath; 

And may the music of Thy name 

    Refresh my soul in death! 
Text: John Newton, 1725–1807, alt. 
Tune: Alexander R. Reinagle, 1799–1877 
Text and tune: Public domain 



Sermon:  "What's in a Name" Luke 2:21 
 

Stand 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 
 
Offerings are brought to the LORD’s table as we sing: 

 

Offertory – Hymn #783  “Take My Life and Let It Be” (v. 1,4,6) 

 

 
Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836–79 
Tune: William H. Havergal, 1793–1870 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sit 



Prayer of the Church 
Responses: 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 

 

Final Petition: 

P Hear us Father for we pray in the name of Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

 C Amen.  
 

Stand 

 

✟ Service of the Sacrament ✟ 

 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them up unto the Lord. 

 

  

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

C It is good and right so to do. 

 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 

almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh 

You have given us a new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know 

and love those things which are not seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 

heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 LSB 161 

 

 

 

 
 



Prayer of Thanksgiving 

          P  Blessed are You, O Lord our God King of all creation!  You have had mercy on us 
                     and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not 
                     perish but have eternal life.  
 

                     In the beginning You created all things by Your Word; and in the fullness of time 
                     Your Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth. 
   

                     Let Your Word made flesh dwell richly among us that, faithfully eating His body 
                     and drinking His blood, we may receive the fullness of Your grace and truth in 
                    Christ Jesus, our Lord. 
 

                    Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 
  
 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 
The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He 

broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do 

in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 

saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

 
Pax Domini John 20:19 LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 
 
Agnus Dei John 1:29 LSB 163 

 

 



 

 
 

Sit 

 

Distribution 
 

Stand 

 
Thanksgiving LSB 200 

P O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, 

C and His mercy endures forever. 

 

 
 
 
Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29–32 LSB 211 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 



Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten 

Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, 

and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit 

that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 LSB 183 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Hymn  #733   “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” 

 

 
 

5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 

    Soon bears us all away; 

We fly forgotten as a dream 

    Dies at the op’ning day. 

 

6 O God, our help in ages past, 

    Our hope for years to come, 

Be Thou our guard while troubles last 

    And our eternal home! 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, alt. 
Tune: William Croft, 1678–1727 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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