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† Call to Worship † 
Easter Acclamation  

P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

Hymn # 534  “Lord, Enthroned in Heavenly Splendor” 
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The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism. 

Invocation  LSB 203 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

The Recognition of Graduates 
P We begin our service by taking time to recognize the accomplishments of all recent 

graduates among us. 

Paul says to the Philippians: “Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, 

whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is 

any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about such things.” 

Let us pray:  

P Lord Jesus Christ, watch over and guide these your disciples, that they may run as those sent 

by You 

C Lead them in Your ways and guide them by Your Spirit. 

P Send them to be Your voice, 

C to bring Your wisdom to a distracted and weary world. 

 



P May they be the reaching out of Your hands of grace, 

C to the many who have never known the love and care of God. 

P Let them carry Your message of peace, 

C that others may know way of salvation and the peace of God. 

P Grant them the gift of faith, 

C that will shine through every time of darkness. 

P Give them an enduring love for Your word, 

C to be an anchor throughout life; 

P a heart for prayer, 

C to have the joy and zeal that comes only from closeness with You; 

P and a song of praise within the soul, 

C to see all of life as a journey with God. 

P As they encounter the many crossroads in life 

C may they follow the path that most glorifies You. 

P In days of frantic pace and hurrying 

C may they find their quietness and their peace in their time with You. 

P Through the many changes and chances of life,  

C may they always find in You the one value, Friend and relationship that lasts through 

all eternity. 

P Send us all O Lord, to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet 

untrodden, through perils unknown, giving us faith to go out with good courage, not 

knowing where we go but only that Your hand is leading us and Your love supporting us. 

C Amen. 
 

Exhortation  LSB 203 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
 

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

 

Confession of Sins  LSB 151 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 

by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 

eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk 

in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P Is this your confession?  If it is then repeat after me: 

Yes, it is.  / I confess my sins. / And I pray for God’s mercy. 
 

Absolution  LSB 151 (Alt.)  [John 20:19–23] 

P Upon this, your confession, I announce the grace of God to all of you.  Almighty 

God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you “all 

your sins.”  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, by His authority, and by His 

command, I therefore forgive you “all your sins” in the name of the Father and of the 

T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 



† Service of the Word † 
Psalm 119:9–16 (BETH)  Psalm 119:9–16 

P  9 By what means can a young man keep his way pure? 

C By guarding it according to Your word. 

P  10 Bending all my heart I seek You; 

C let me not wander from Your commandments! 

P  11 Buried deep in my heart I hold Your promise, 

C that I might not sin against You. 

P  12 Blessèd are You, O LORD; 

C teach me Your statutes! 

P  13 By my lips I declare 

C all the just decrees of Your mouth. 

P  14 Blissful, I exult in the way of Your testimonies 

C as over all riches. 

P  15 Bound to Your precepts I meditate 

C and I fix my eyes on Your ways. 

P  16 Boundless delight is in your statutes; 

C I will not forget your word. 

ALL Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Kyrie  LSB 204 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis  LSB 204 

 

 

 

 
 

Collect of the Day  

P Let us pray. 

O King of glory, Lord of hosts, uplifted in triumph far above all heavens, leave us not 

without consolation but send us the Spirit of truth whom You promised from the Father; for 

You live and reign with Him and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 



First Reading: Acts 1:12–26  Acts 1:12–26 
12Then [the apostles] returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near 

Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. 13And when they had entered, they went up to the 

upper room, where they were staying, Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, 

Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot and Judas the son 

of James. 14All these with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer, together with the 

women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers. 
15In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the company of persons was in all about 

120) and said, 16“Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke 

beforehand by the mouth of David concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested 

Jesus. 17For he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this ministry.” 18(Now this 

man bought a field with the reward of his wickedness, and falling headlong he burst open in the 

middle and all his bowels gushed out. 19And it became known to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 

so that the field was called in their own language Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) 20“For it is 

written in the Book of Psalms, 

“‘May his camp become desolate, 

and let there be no one to dwell in it’; 

and 

“‘Let another take his office.’ 

21So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and 

out among us, 22beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from us—

one of these men must become with us a witness to his resurrection.” 23And they put forward two, 

Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also called Justus, and Matthias. 24And they prayed and said, 

“You, Lord, who know the hearts of all, show which one of these two you have chosen 25to take 

the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.” 
26And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias, and he was numbered with the eleven 

apostles. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle: 1 Peter 4:12–19; 5:6–11  1 Peter 4:12–19; 5:6–11 
12Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though 

something strange were happening to you. 13But rejoice insofar as you share Christ’s sufferings, 

that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. 14If you are insulted for the 

name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. 15But let 

none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler. 16Yet if anyone suffers 

as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in that name. 17For it is time for 

judgment to begin at the household of God; and if it begins with us, what will be the outcome for 

those who do not obey the gospel of God? 18And 

“If the righteous is scarcely saved, 

what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?” 

19Therefore let those who suffer according to God’s will entrust their souls to a faithful Creator 

while doing good. 
6Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may 

exalt you, 7casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you. 8Be sober-minded; be 

watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 
9Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by 

your brotherhood throughout the world. 10And after you have suffered a little while, the God of 

all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, 

strengthen, and establish you. 11To him be the dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

 

 



Alleluia and Verse  LSB 205 

 

 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel: John 17:1–11  John 17:1–11 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the seventeenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

1When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, “Father, the 

hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, 2since you have given him 

authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3And this is eternal 

life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4I glorified 

you on earth, having accomplished the work that you gave me to do. 5And now, Father, glorify 

me in your own presence with the glory that I had with you before the world existed. 
6“I have manifested your name to the people whom you gave me out of the world. Yours they 

were, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7Now they know that everything 

that you have given me is from you. 8For I have given them the words that you gave me, and 

they have received them and have come to know in truth that I came from you; and they have 

believed that you sent me. 9I am praying for them. I am not praying for the world but for those 

whom you have given me, for they are yours. 10All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I 

am glorified in them. 11And I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am 

coming to you. Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they may 

be one, even as we are one.  
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hymn # 574 “Before the Throne of God Above”              (Tune LSB # 595) 

 
1    Be  –   fore  the  throne        of       God   a – bove            I        have   a  

2    My     name  is     grav   –    en        on  His   hands,        My    name  is 

3    When  Sa – tan   tempts      me       to    de – spair,         And   tells  me 

4    Be –  cause  the     sin   –     less      Sav–ior    died,           My    sin – ful  

 
         strong,      a     per – fect    plea:         A       great  High  Priest,  whose  name  is 

         writ   –   ten      on    His    heart;        I        know  that   while      in    heav’n He 

         of            the    guilt  with – in,            Up – ward      I      look,      and    see   Him 

         soul          is     count–ed     free;          For    God,   the    just,        is       sat –  is –  

 
          Love,              Who     ev  –  er      lives                  and  pleads  for      me. 

          stands              No    tongue can    bid                    me  thence    de – part. 

          there              Who    made  an      end                    of      all        my    sin. 

          fied                  To       look   on     Him                  and     par –  don    me. 
 

 

5. Behold Him there!  The risen Lamb! 

 My perfect, spotless righteousness, 

 The great unchangeable I AM, 

 The King of glory and of grace! 
 

6. At one with Him, I cannot die, 

 My soul is purchased by His blood; 

 My life is hid with Christ on high, 

 With Christ, my Savior and my God. 
 
Public domain 

 
Sermon  “Jesus in Prayer”  John 17:1-10 

 

Apostles' Creed  LSB 207 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth.  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

 
 



Hymn # 965  “God Bless Our Native Land” 
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Prayer of the Church 

Responses: 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

Final Petition: 

P Hear us Father for we pray in the name of Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who, having 

ascended, reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever, and has taught 

us to pray, 

 

Lord's Prayer  LSB 209 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benediction  LSB 212 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Hymn # 733  “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” 

 

 
 



5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 

    Soon bears us all away; 

We fly forgotten as a dream 

    Dies at the op’ning day. 
 

6 O God, our help in ages past, 

    Our hope for years to come, 

Be Thou our guard while troubles last 

    And our eternal home! 
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