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T Call to Worship T
Hymn # 367:1-3 “Angels from the Realms of Glory”
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1 An - gels from the realms of glo -y, Wing your flight o’er
2 Shep-herds in the field a - bid - ing, Watch-ing o’er your
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3 Sa - ges, leave your con - tem-pla-tions, Bright-er vi - sions
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all the earth; Ye who sang cre - a - tion’s sto - 1y,
flocks by night, God with us is now re - sid - ing,
beam a - far; Seek the great De - sire of na - tions,
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Now pro - claim Mes - si - ah’s birth.
Yon - der shines the In - fant Light.
Ye have seen His na - tal star.
A Refrain
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Come and wor - ship, come and wor - ship;
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Wor - ship Christ, the new - born King.
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Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
Invocation LSB 151
(P] In the name of the Father and of the I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Exhortation LSB 290
(P 1 will go to the altar of God,
to God my exceeding joy.
(P) Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
Confession of Sins LSB 151

(P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the
sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.
Amen.

Absolution [John 20:19-23] LSB 203
(P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you
all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the -1~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



Hymn # 367:5 “Angels from the Realms of Glory”
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5 Al cre - a - tion, join in prais-ing God the Fa - ther,
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Spir - it, Son, Ev - er-more your voic - es rais - ing
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To thee - ter - nal Three in One.
Al Refrain
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Wor - ship Christ, the new - born King.
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T Service of the Word +

Psalm 110:1-5
P The LORD says to my Lord:
“Sit at my right hand,

until I make your enemies your footstool.”

(P] 2The LORD sends forth from Zion
your mighty scepter.
Rule in the midst of your enemies!
(P) %Your people will offer themselves freely
on the day of your power, in holy garments;
(P) from the womb of the morning,
the dew of your youth will be yours.
(P) *The LORD has sworn
and will not change his mind,
P “You are a priest forever
after the order of Melchizedek.”
AL Glory be to the Father and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
(P] Let us pray.
Merciful Lord, cast the bright beams of Your light upon Your Church that we, being
instructed in the doctrine of Your blessed apostle and evangelist John, may come to the light
of everlasting life; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
Amen.
Sit



First Reading: Revelation 5:1-10

Then I saw in the right hand of him who was seated on the throne a scroll written within and
on the back, sealed with seven seals. 2And | saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice,
“Who is worthy to open the scroll and break its seals?” *And no one in heaven or on earth or
under the earth was able to open the scroll or to look into it, “and | began to weep loudly because
no one was found worthy to open the scroll or to look into it. >And one of the elders said to me,
“Weep no more,; behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so that
he can open the scroll and its seven seals.”

®And between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders | saw a Lamb
standing, as though it had been slain, with seven horns and with seven eyes, which are the seven
spirits of God sent out into all the earth. ’And he went and took the scroll from the right hand of
him who was seated on the throne. 8And when he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures
and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each holding a harp, and golden bowls full
of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. °And they sang a new song, saying,

“Worthy are you to take the scroll
and to open its seals,

for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God
from every tribe and language and people and nation,

%and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God,
and they shall reign on the earth.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle: 3 John 1-15

The elder to the beloved Gaius, whom I love in truth.

2Beloved, | pray that all may go well with you and that you may be in good health, as it goes
well with your soul. *For I rejoiced greatly when the brothers came and testified to your truth, as
indeed you are walking in the truth. #I have no greater joy than to hear that my children are
walking in the truth.

®Beloved, it is a faithful thing you do in all your efforts for these brothers, strangers as they are,
éwho testified to your love before the church. You will do well to send them on their journey in a
manner worthy of God. For they have gone out for the sake of the name, accepting nothing from
the Gentiles. 8Therefore we ought to support people like these, that we may be fellow workers for
the truth.

° have written something to the church, but Diotrephes, who likes to put himself first, does not
acknowledge our authority. 1So if I come, | will bring up what he is doing, talking wicked
nonsense against us. And not content with that, he refuses to welcome the brothers, and also stops
those who want to and puts them out of the church.

11Beloved, do not imitate evil but imitate good. Whoever does good is from God; whoever does
evil has not seen God. ?Demetrius has received a good testimony from everyone, and from the
truth itself. We also add our testimony, and you know that our testimony is true.

3] had much to write to you, but | would rather not write with pen and ink. *I hope to see you
soon, and we will talk face to face.

peace be to you. The friends greet you. Greet the friends, every one of them.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Stand

Alleluia and Verse
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These things are writ-ten that you may be-lieve that
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Je-sus is the Christ, the Son of God.
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Holy Gospel: John 5:20-29

(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

2For the Father loves the Son and shows him all that he himself is doing. And greater works
than these will he show him, so that you may marvel. **For as the Father raises the dead and
gives them life, so also the Son gives life to whom he will. ?The Father judges no one, but has
given all judgment to the Son, #that all may honor the Son, just as they honor the Father.
Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent him. #*Truly, truly, | say
to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life. He does not
come into judgment, but has passed from death to life.

24Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming, and is now here, when the dead will hear the
voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live. *For as the Father has life in himself, so
he has granted the Son also to have life in himself. 2’ And he has given him authority to execute
judgment, because he is the Son of Man. Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when
all who are in the tombs will hear his voice *and come out, those who have done good to the
resurrection of life, and those who have done evil to the resurrection of judgment.

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Hymn # 388 “Go Tell It on the Mountain”
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Go tell it on the moun - tain, O-ver the hills and ev - 'ry-where;
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Go tell it on the moun - tain That Je -sus Christ is born!
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1 While shep-herds kept their watch-ing O’er si-lent flocks by night,
2 The shep-herds feared and trem-bled When lo, a - bove the earth
3Down in a lone-ly man-ger The hum-ble Christ was born;
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Be - hold, through-out the heav-ens There shone a ho - ly light.
Rangout the  an-gel cho-rus That hailed our Sav - ior’s birth.
And God sent us sal-va-tion That bless-ed Christ-mas morn.
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Sermon “To the Ends of the Earth” 3 John

Stand
“He’s Your Immanuel” (Tune LSB # 362)
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For He has giv- en us His Son And in  that gift re- ceived,
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And brings us to the man- ger light That we might see His face.
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Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,

and the life -}« everlasting. Amen.
Sit

Prayer of the Church
Responses:
P Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Final Petition:
P) Hear us Father for we pray in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, born

for us to be our Brother, crucified and risen for us to be our Savior, and returning
for us to lead us into eternity, who has taught us to pray,



Lord's Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction
(P] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and = give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men.

Hymn # 3064 “Away in a Manger”
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1 A - way in a man - ger, 1o crib for a bed,
2 The cat - tle are low - ing, the ba - by a - wakes,
3 Be near me, Lord Je - sus; I ask Thee to stay
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The lit - tle Lord Je - sus laid down His sweet head.
But lit - tle Lord Je - sus, no cry - ing He makes.
Close by me for - ev - er and love me, I pray.
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The stars in the sky_  looked down where He lay,
I love Thee, Lord Je - sus! Look down from the sky,
Bless all the dear chil - dren in Thy ten - der care,
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The lit - tle Lord Je - sus a - sleep on the hay.
And stay by my «cra-de till morn - ing is nigh.
And take us to heav - en to live with Thee there.
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