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† Call to Worship † 
     Catechism – 9:30 Service (Morning Prayer from Luther’s Small Catechism) 

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You 

have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep 

me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  

For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul and all things.  Let Your 

holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 

 
Hymn # 837  “Lift High the Cross” 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Let ev’ry race and ev’ry language tell 

Of Him who saves our lives from death and hell. Refrain 
 

6 So shall our song of triumph ever be: 

Praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain 
Tune and text: © 1974 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 130302628 

 
Stand 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism. 

Invocation        Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

    Catechism      (From Luther’s Small Catechism) 

P What is confession?    

C Confession has two parts. 

First, that we confess our sins, and 

 Second, that we receive absolution, that is, forgiveness, from the pastor as from God 

Himself, not doubting, but firmly believing that in this way our sins are forgiven 

before God in heaven. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Confession of Sins        (LSB 151) 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.      

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For 

the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 

name. Amen. 

 

Absolution        [John 20:19–23] LSB 151 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you 

all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

† Service of the Word † 
Psalm 46 
P 1God is our refuge and strength, 

 a very present help in trouble. 

C 2Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way, 

P though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, 

 3though its waters roar and foam, 

C though the mountains tremble at its swelling.  
 (Selah) 

P 4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 

C the holy habitations of the Most High. 

P 5God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved; 

C God will help her when morning dawns. 

P 6The nations rage,  

C the kingdoms totter; 

P he utters his voice, 

C the earth melts. 

P 7The LORD of hosts is with us; 

C the God of Jacob is our fortress.   (Selah) 

P 8Come, behold the works of the LORD, 

C how he has brought desolations on the earth. 

 9He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; 

P he breaks the bow and shatters the spear; 

C he burns the chariots with fire. 

P 10“Be still, and know that I am God. 

C I will be exalted among the nations, 

 I will be exalted in the earth!” 

P 11The LORD of hosts is with us; 

C the God of Jacob is our fortress.  
 (Selah) 

ALL Glory be to the Father and to the Son  

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning,  

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hymn # 644  “The Church's One Foundation” 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day  

P The Lord be with you. 

 
  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and gracious Lord, pour out Your Holy Spirit on Your faithful people. Keep us 

steadfast in Your grace and truth, protect and deliver us in times of temptation, defend us 

against all enemies, and grant to Your Church Your saving peace; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  

 
 

Sit 

Old Testament Reading:  Jeremiah 31:31–34 
31“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with 

the house of Israel and the house of Judah, 32not like the covenant that I made with their 

fathers on the day when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, my 

covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, declares the LORD. 33But this is the 

covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the LORD: I will 

put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be their God, and they 

shall be my people. 34And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his brother, 

saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, 

declares the LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.” 



  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle: Romans 3:19–28 
19Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so that 

every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For by 

works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes 

knowledge of sin. 
21But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law 

and the Prophets bear witness to it— 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for 

all who believe. For there is no distinction: 23for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 
24and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom 

God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God’s 

righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26It was to show 

his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has 

faith in Jesus. 
27Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of works? 

No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the 

law.  
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

Alleluia and Verse 

 

 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel: John 8:31–36 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eighth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

31So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly 

my disciples, 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”  
33They answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone. 

How is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?” 
34Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 

35The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. 36So if the Son sets 

you free, you will be free indeed.”  
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
Sit 

 

 



Hymn # 657  “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 130302628 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon  “What God Wants”  Jeremiah 31:31-34 & John 8:31-36 

 
Stand 

Apostles' Creed & Excerpts from the Small Catechism 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

P What does this mean? 

C I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me my body 

and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all my senses, and still 

preserves them … 
  

P  We continue: 

C  And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 
 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 



P What does this mean? 

C I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also 

true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord, 

Who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won me from 

all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but 

with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death, …  
 

P  We continue: 

C  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

P What does this mean? 

C I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my 

Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened 

me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith.  … 
Sit 

 
Hymn # 955  “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
© 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013853. 
 

Prayer of the Church 
Catechism  (Small Catechism: Address to the Lord’s Prayer) 

C Our Father who art in heaven. 

P What does this mean? 

C With these words God tenderly invites us to believe that He is our true Father  and 

that we are His true children, so that with all boldness and confidence we may ask 

Him as dear children ask their dear father. 

    Responses: 

 P Lord, in Your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 



    Final Petition: 

P Hear us Father for we pray in the name of Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, our Lamb of 

God who has taken away our sin. 

C Amen. 

 

† Service of the Sacrament † 
Hymn # 617:1  “O Lord, We Praise Thee” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 130302628 

 

Preface  LSB 208 

Catechism  (Small Catechism: On the Sacrament of the Altar) 

P What is the Sacrament of the Altar? 

C It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, under the bread and the wine, 

put there by Christ Himself, for us Christians to eat and drink. 

P What is the benefit of this eating and drinking? 

C These words, “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins,” show us that in the 

Sacrament forgiveness of sins, life and salvation are given to us through these words.  

For where there is forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation. 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so 

freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love 

shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on 

Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen 

from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin 

and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all 

the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 

saying: 

 



Hymn # 617:2  “O Lord, We Praise Thee” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 130302628 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and 

given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 

eternal life. 
  

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate the forbidden 

fruit, and You justly barred them and all their children from the tree of life.  Yet, in Your 

great mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him. 
  

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.  

Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and 

receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His body and blood. 
  

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 

Lord's Prayer  LSB 209 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 



The Words of Our Lord  

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, 

which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it 

to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me.” 
 

Pax Domini  LSB 209 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei  LSB 210 

 

 

 

 
Sit 
 

Thanksgiving  LSB 200 

A O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, 

C and His mercy endures forever. 
 

Post-Communion Hymn # 617:3  “O Lord, We Praise Thee” 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 130302628 

 

Post-Communion Collect  

A Let us pray. 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your 

only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon 

and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule 

our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus  
A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction  LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

 
 

Catechism  (Evening Prayer from Luther’s Small Catechism) – 5:30 Service 

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You 

have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins 

where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night.  For into Your hands I 

commend myself, my body and soul and all things.  Let Your holy angel be with me, 

that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 

 
Hymn # 655  “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word”  

 

 

 
 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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