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† Call to Worship † 
 

Hymn #333   “Once He Came in Blessing” 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
Text (sts. 2–3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 130302628 

 
Stand 

 

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Exhortation 1 John 1:8–9 LSB 151 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

Confession of Sins LSB 151 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You 

in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 

loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your 

holy name. Amen. 

 

Absolution [John 20:19–23] LSB 151 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As 

a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name 

of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 



Service of the Word 

Psalm 85 

P  1Lord, you were favorable to your land; 

   you restored the fortunes of Jacob. 

C   2You forgave the iniquity of your people; 

   you covered all their sin. 

P  3You withdrew all your wrath; 

   you turned from your hot anger. 

C  4Restore us again, O God of our salvation, 

   and put away your indignation toward us! 

P  5Will you be angry with us forever? 

   Will you prolong your anger to all generations? 

C   6Will you not revive us again, 

   that your people may rejoice in you? 

P   7Show us your steadfast love, O Lord, 

   and grant us your salvation. 

C   8Let me hear what God the Lord will speak, 

   for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints; 

   but let them not turn back to folly. 

P  9Surely his salvation is near to those who fear him, 

   that glory may dwell in our land. 

C   10Steadfast love and faithfulness meet; 

   righteousness and peace kiss each other. 

P   11Faithfulness springs up from the ground, 

   and righteousness looks down from the sky. 

C  12Yes, the Lord will give what is good, 

   and our land will yield its increase. 

P  13Righteousness will go before him 

   and make his footsteps a way. 
 

      Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the     

 beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 
Kyrie Mark 10:47 LSB 152 
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Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 LSB 154 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of our hearts by Your 

gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading: Zephaniah 3:14–20 

14Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; 

 shout, O Israel! 

Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 

 O daughter of Jerusalem! 
15The LORD has taken away the judgments against you; 

 he has cleared away your enemies. 

The King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; 

 you shall never again fear evil. 
16On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: 

“Fear not, O Zion; 

 let not your hands grow weak. 
17The LORD your God is in your midst, 

 a mighty one who will save; 

he will rejoice over you with gladness; 

 he will quiet you by his love; 

he will exult over you with loud singing. 
18I will gather those of you who mourn for the festival, 

 so that you will no longer suffer reproach. 
19Behold, at that time I will deal 

 with all your oppressors. 

And I will save the lame 



 and gather the outcast, 

and I will change their shame into praise 

 and renown in all the earth. 
20At that time I will bring you in, 

 at the time when I gather you together; 

for I will make you renowned and praised 

 among all the peoples of the earth, 

when I restore your fortunes 

 before your eyes,” says the LORD. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle: Philippians 4:4–7 
 4Rejoice in the Lord always; again, I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. The 

Lord is at hand; 6do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 

will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

Alleluia and Verse John 6:68 LSB 156 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel: Luke 7:18–28 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the seventh chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 18The disciples of John reported all these things to him. And John, 19calling two of his disciples to him, sent 

them to the Lord, saying, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” 20And when the men 

had come to him, they said, “John the Baptist has sent us to you, saying, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or shall 

we look for another?’” 21In that hour he healed many people of diseases and plagues and evil spirits, and on many 

who were blind he bestowed sight. 22And he answered them, “Go and tell John what you have seen and heard: the 

blind receive their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the poor 

have good news preached to them. 23And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.” 

 24When John’s messengers had gone, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did you go 

out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 25What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in 

soft clothing? Behold, those who are dressed in splendid clothing and live in luxury are in kings’ courts. 26What 

then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 27This is he of whom it is written, 

“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, 

 who will prepare your way before you.’ 

28I tell you, among those born of women none is greater than John. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of 

God is greater than he.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 



Sit 

 

Hymn #515   “Rejoice, Rejoice Believers” 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon “Preparing for the End”  Philippians 4:4-7 
 

Stand 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty 

     maker of heaven and earth 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

        the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Sit 

Prayer of the Church 

P …  Lord, in Your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 



 Final Petition: 

 P Hear us Father for we pray in the name of Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who  

  lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen 
 

 
Stand 

(Offerings are brought to the altar as we sing the Offertory) 

 

Offertory Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 LSB 159 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 



Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 LSB 166 

 

 
 

 
 
Hymn #352   “Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord” 

 

 

 
 

5 Bruise for me the serpent’s head 

That, set free from doubt and dread, 

I may cling to You in faith, 

Safely kept through life and death. 

 

6 Then when You will come again 

As the glorious king to reign, 

I with joy will see Your face, 

Freely ransomed by Your grace. 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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