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(Vv. 17-18) How precious also are Your thoughts to 

me, O God!  How vast is the sum of them. 

 If I should count them they would outnumber 

the sand.  When I awake, I am still with You. 

Prayer: Lord, help me to see myself and my days 

with a clear understanding, that I may live my 

life with eternity and eternal things in my 

heart. (Ecclesiastes 3:11) 
 

Seeing with God-eyes: 

In our Christmas devotion book Behold the Child, 

Daily Devotions I found something really  
     (Continued on page 2) 
 

 

Save the Date: 

JAN    7: Tuesday Bible Study Resumes 9:00 a.m. 
JAN    7: Christmas Décor Take-down     10:00 a.m. 
JAN  19: Youth Night      TBA 
JAN  23: Church Council Meeting  7:00 p.m. 
JAN   27: Park Pointe              10:00 a.m. 

 

Looking Ahead… 

Feb   2nd   Voter’s Meeting             10:30 a.m. 
Feb 26th  Ash Wednesday   7:00 p.m. 

In Psalm 90:12 Moses prayed,  

 So, teach us to number our days, that we may present to You a heart of wisdom. (NASB) 

But if it was only a matter of seeing ourselves, that we are mortal, there are a lot of philosophers and 

religions that do that.  And just seeing our limits would be depressing. 

We need to see ourselves in our relationship with God. 

There's a Psalm for that: 
 

In Psalm 139 David said it beautifully: 

 
 

 

 

First, we need to see ourselves clearly 

There are Psalms for that: 

Psalm 39 puts things into a very sharp focus. 

 (Vv. 4-5) O LORD, make me know my end and what is the measure of 

my days; let me know how fleeting I am! 

… Surely all mankind stands as a mere breath! 
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(Continued from page 1) 
 

well-said.  On Dec. 29, part of the devotion told how the devil nudges us to see all kinds of irritating things 

about our fellow Christians.  (That is not seeing clearly, with 20-20 vision.) 

The writer (Kevin Golden) takes his start from C. S. Lewis' book The Screwtape Letters, where one demon 

advises another how to undermine a new Christian.  He describes that advice: 

'… fixate the new Christian upon the annoyances and peculiarities of the other members of his 

congregation.  Open his eyes to see that they are not particularly spectacular, but rather normal with 

plenty of irritating traits.' 

Sound familiar?  Do you look about your congregation and see annoyances?  Do they look far from 

giants of faith?  That is what the demons would have you see.  Christ sees something quite different.  He 

sees those for whom He was born, died, and rose.  He sees those whom He feeds with His gifts that they 

might truly be giants of faith.  Look around and see the precious gift you have in your congregation. 
 

Seeing clearly, with 20-20 vision; seeing with God-eyes is a thing we can only learn from Jesus.  He 

teaches to see His work in ourselves and others. 

He says about you and your fellow Christian that "God so loved the world that He sent His only-begotten 

Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life." (John 3:16) 

He says, "If the Son sets you free you will be free indeed." (Jn. 8:36)  He says, "My sheep hear My voice and I 

know them and they follow Me.  I give eternal life to them …" (Jn. 10:27-28)  And He says, "You are the light 

of the world.  A city set on a hill cannot be hidden." (Matthew 5:14) 

 

Be what you are; what God has made you to be. 

What do we do with all this?  How do we walk as disciples; following Jesus? 

The original disciples asked that question.  They were close to Jesus.  They walked (literally walked) with 

Him for 3 years.  So they were not able to not ask that question.  It is interesting to read their Epistles with 

that in mind.   

Paul said, "From now on … we regard no one according to the flesh.  … if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 

creation.  The old has passed away, the new has come."  (2 Corinthians 5:16-17)  And again Paul, "… in Christ 

Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith.  … And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of His 

son into your hearts, crying 'Abba!  Father!'" (Galatians 3:26; 4:6) 

And again, Paul "… seek the things that are above …  set your minds on things that are above, not on 

earthly things.  … your life is hidden with Christ Jesus in God." (Colossians 3:1-5) 

And John, in His letters said, "love one another," (over-and-over again), and "We love because He first 

loved us." (1 John 4:19) 

 

In this year for seeing clearly, let us: 

 See one another, redeemed in Christ, transformed, and fellow children of God; and 

 See ourselves also according to the work of Jesus in us, redeemed, baptized, forgiven, and fed with 

His own Word and His own Supper; and  

 Seek to follow Jesus as His disciples being what He has made us. 

 

 

Pastor Mark 

 (Next Month: 20-20 Vision for Seeing Heroes) 
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Thank you to all who donated in 2019 to the 

New Beginnings Women’s Center in Morris.  

Your kind donations went to help so many women 

in our community who are hurting or in need.  

(Please note:  LWML will NOT be meeting in January!) 
Our next meeting will be on  

 

Servers: Susanne Gorey & Sharon Wendling 
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Lutheran Women's Missionary League Grant #6 - God's Healing Power and Grace Lutheran 
Church of Guatemala and Child Beyond International- $100,000Guatemala, although a beautiful 
country, has many people who suffer in extreme poverty. Over 50 percent of the children are 
malnourished and have no access to any form of medical or dental care. Most have no pre- or 
post-natal care and often die from preventable diseases. Immanuel Lutheran Church, Hood 
River, Oregon, and the Lutheran Church of Guatemala have partnered to share God's physical 
and spiritual healing with as many souls as possible in the decades to come. They have 
developed a network of LCMS partner churches to send health professionals and mission teams 
to Guatemala on short-term medical mission trips. And, in order to reach these isolated villages, 
they need the right tool, namely, a Mobile Medical Mercy Mission Bus. Once the funds from the 
LWML grant are received, a bus will be purchased and retrofitted with medical and Bible school 
equipment which will enable the teams to share the healing love of Jesus both physically and 
spiritually. While the physicians tend to the physical needs of their patients, the ministers and lay 
leaders will go into the villages and set up Bible classes, VBS, and worship services for the 
spiritual needs of the patients - all because of one bus. For more information about this grant, go 
to www.lwml.org/2019-2021-mission-grant-6.   
 

http://www.lwml.org/2019-2021-mission-grant-6


  YOUTH HAPPENINGS:    

SUNDAY SCHOOL  
CHRISTMAS PROGRAM  
On December 22nd our Sunday 
School kids did a fantastic job 
with the Christmas pageant this 
year!   
 

If you weren’t able to be with us 
that day, you can still see the 
pageant in its entirety online at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch
?v=GIFUZOArhEw&feature=you
tu.be&t=373  
 

YOUTH NIGHT 
Our next Youth Night will be on 

Sunday, January 19th at the 

church.  We hope to see 
everyone there for a night of 
food, games and “hangin’ out” 
with friends!  Stay tuned for 
details. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

We had so much 
fun playing 
games like 
Christmas 
Garland Writing, 
Charades, 
Unwrap the 
Saran Wrap Ball  
and exchanging 
“WHITE 
ELEPHANT” gifts. 
Even lil’ Nova 
was exhausted! 

 

Jesus is our 

GREATEST 

Gift! 
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I’m 

from 

 

  

Youth Night Christmas Party   
 



 
  

 

January & February 

WINTER WORSHIP TIME 
Sunday morning worship 9:30 a.m. 

Starting January 5th and running through 

February 23rd,  we are combining our Sunday 

morning 8:15 and 10:45 services into  

one worship service. 
 

(Our Saturday evening 5:30 p.m.  

will remain the same.)  

 

Senior Service 
 

 

 

 

 

e’re going to take a break from meeting 

during the winter months and we’ll pick up 

where we left off in the spring!   
 

Stay tuned to upcoming FICLC Newsletters 

and Bulletin insert announcements to find out 

when we’ll start up again! 
 

January Anniversaries 
 

19th  Jim & Diana Ruedin  35 years 
 

 

January Birthdays 
    3rd  Piper Sarto 
 

    4th Alex McComb 
 

    8th  Si Ruedin   
 

    9th Vicki Kahn 
 

  11th  Tricia Johnson 
   Patty Lear 
 

  12th Alyssa Applebee 
 

  15th Kim Foehringer 
 

  16th Ethan Thompson 
 

  17th Mark Thompson 
 

  22nd Cathy Thompson 
 

  24th Jared Carlson 
   Paul Coleman 
 

  29th  Mary Ruedin 
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Please pray daily for Pastor  
Willig, Deb Carter, Kris  

Farber and their families.  We  
pray for those that are  

participating in Deaf ministry.   
Pray for Christians being  

persecuted around the world.

Father as the New Year  
begins thank You for  

being there for us and  
giving us the gift of  

Jesus.  Help strengthen  
us to do Your will  
through the year.

God help us to 
approach difficulty 

with hope.
Col. 3:15

Lord, Thank You for 
loving us.  Help us in 
return to love other 

as You love us.

God, may Sunday be  
a day to rest and  

reflect on You and all  
the blessings You 

have bestowed upon 
us this week.

Lord, we pray for  
nations and conflict  
and for healing in all  

countries at war.
Rev. 22:2

God, forgive us 
when we allow 

stress, pessimism 
and negativity to 

extinguish our joy.
Psalm 86:5

Lord, help us to be 
Christians of faith.  

Help me to remember  
that You are always  

near and that with You  
we can overcome any  

challenge.

Lord help me to 
pick up the Bible 

and read and study  
it daily.

May the Lord of  
Peace Himself give 

us peace at all times 
and in every way.

2 Thess. 3:16

God, give each of our  
family members a  

hunger for Your Word.   
Help give them the  
ability to hear and  
obey Your Word.
James 1:21-25

Lord, we praise 
and bless Your 

name that is above  
all names.
Phil. 2:9

God, as we begin the  
New Year strengthen  
our desire to develop 
a dynamic, powerful,  
and personal living 

relationship with You.
Rom. 16:25-27

God Thank You for the  
wisdom and compassion  

of our Doctors and  
Nurses and Health care  

providers.
1 Cor. 12:9

Thank You 
God 

for...........

God encourage 
and bless us with a  
servant mind like 

Jesus.
John 13:14-17

Lord, shine Your  
light into the lives  

of those who 
need You.

Psalm 27:1

Lord, we Thank You for the  
generosity of our church  
members helping others  

with food  for Thanksgiving  
and Christmas.  Help us to  

remember others less  
fortunate all year long for  

we are so blessed.

God, through prayer  
and Bible Study help  

us to identify and 
better understand our  

spiritual gifts.
Psalm 119:27

Lord, so many in our  
area are unchurched.   
As we invite people to  
church please put a  

hunger in their hearts to  
want to come, learn and  
believe in You so they  
may be saved also.

Lord we give You  
thanks and praise,  
for every good and  
perfect gift comes 

from You.

Bless all the children and  
young adults in our  

congregation.  Help keep  
them steadfast in Your  
Word.  Keep them from  
falling away from You.

God, we pray for  
You to heal every  
one of us and to  
make us whole.

James 5:16

Lord, help us to be 
patient with the people  
we live with.  May we  
treat others as You  

would.

Lord, may our 
congregation 

encounter Your love,  
presence, grace, 

peace and forgiveness 
as we live our every 

day lives.

God, let me accept  
what was, let me give  
thanks for what is, and  

let me have faith in  
what surely will be:the  
promise of eternal life  

with You.

God, fill us with 
laughter and songs 
of joy as we marvel  

at your majesty.
Psalm 126

God, may we trust  
in You to provide  

for all of our needs.
Psalm 37:5

God, grant peace to 
anyone who is 

struggling to pay 
their bills this month.

Isaiah 35:10

God, remind us that  
through every change You  

will remain faithful and  
steadfast in our lives.  Help  

us to be faithful and  
steadfast to You.

Hebrews 6:17

God, You are the  
potter, we are the clay,  

mold us, make us,  
This is what we pray.

Isa. 64:1-9



 

       January 2020 – Friends in Christ Lutheran Church, Morris, Illinois 
Sun. Mon. Tue. Wed. Thu. Fri. Sat. 

WINTER WORSHIP SCHEDULE – JANUARY - FEBRUARY 
 

1 2   3 4  COMMUNION 
                Saturdays – 5:30 PM 
                Sunday: Worship – 9:30 AM 
                                Sunday School & Bible Study – 10:40 AM 
 

   5:30 PM – Worship   

5  COMMUNION 6 7 8 9 10 11 
      2rd Sunday After Christmas 

9:30 AM – Worship 
10:40 AM – Sunday School & 
                      Bible Study 
 

 9:00 AM – Bible 
Study 
7:00 PM – Elders 

   5:30 PM – Worship  

12  1st Sunday After Epiphany 13 14 15 16 17 18  COMMUNION 
        Baptism of Our Lord 

9:30 AM – Worship 
10:40 AM – Sunday School &  
                   Bible Study  
 

 9:00 AM –  
Bible Study 
 

   5:30 PM – Worship  

19  COMMUNION 20 21 22 23 24 25 
         2nd Sunday After Epiphany  

9:30 AM – Worship 
10:40 AM – Sunday School &  
                   Bible Study  
Youth Night (Time To be Decided)  

 9:00 AM – Bible 
Study  

 7:00 PM – Church 
Council 

 5:30 PM – Worship  

26  3rd Sunday After Epiphany 27 28 29 30   31 February Dates: 

9:30 AM – Worship 
10:40 AM – Sunday School &  
                      Bible Study  
 

10:00 AM – 
Park Pointe 

9:00 AM – Bible 
Study 

   2/9 10:30 AM – Voters’  
        Assembly 
2/26 Lent Begins (Ash  
         Wednesday) 
 

 




