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WHEN MY WIEE “DISCIPLINED” THE BUSHES!
(What does this mean?)

| came home one day and found that Paula had disciplined the bushes in
front of our house. She did a good job . ..

No, she didn't take a stick to them. That would have been pretty obvious. |
know this because one time one of our boys did exactly that. But that's not
how you discipline bushes. And it wasn't by scolding them either.

O : If you are now confused enough it's time to explain. Bushes can grow in a

very unruly manner, branches all over the place, sloppy looking and so they need to be disciplined. Paula
took the clippers out and cut the bushes into the proper shape. They look good!

By the way who gets to say what the proper shape is? It's the person holding the clippers.

The bush doesn't have a say in it, and if the
husband is off somewhere working when the Save the Date:
pruning is done, he doesn't get a say either. (I

wasn't there to suggest that she shape theminto ~ JUNE 1: VBS Workday/Info Meeting ~ 10:00 a.m.
little animals so it didn't happen.) JUNE 2: NYG Youth Spaghetti Supper ~ 4:30 p.m.
- .. JUNE 4: VBS Workday/Info Meeting 3:00 p.m.
\ . it JUNE 5: LWML 7:00 p.m.
The word discipline is usually JUNE 6 VBS - One Day Event 9:00 a.m.
misunderstood. It's confused with punishment, JUNE 10 Senior Service 1:00 p.m.
and that is not at all what it is about. “Discipline”  JuUNE 11: Friendly Seniors 11:30 a.m.
is related to “Disciple” and for us Christians that's  JUNE 13: St. Vincent's Table 5:00 p.m.
a good thing. The disciple follows the teacher JUNE 16: Father's Day
and the teacher works to form and mold the JUNE 27: Council Meeting 7:00 p.m.
disciple - into what the teacher wants the
disciple to grow into being. The gardener should Looking Ahead...
have a vision in mind of what he wants the bush ~~ August  1: KY.KS. Sh‘,’e LIgREvent jcs
to look like before he starts - so that the guiding P WA | 5 V/nfent ] 5 j 0 B0
August 11:  Voters’ Assembly 9:00 a.m.

(Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 1)

principle of discipline is that it is a long-term business with a goal in mind.

(Matthew 4:19) - Jesus said, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.”

He decided what He wanted the disciples to grow into being, and of course Jesus was able to make
it happen. They became fishers of men, not by their own efforts or ability but by His.

((By the way — Our Vacation Bible School this year is called “Gone Fishing” and it is all about
fishing for men.))

Point # 2:

It is the one holding the clippers who decides how and when the bush will be shaped.

(John 15:1) - Jesus said, “l am the vine and My Father is the gardener. He cuts off every branch in
Me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit He prunes so that it will bear more fruit.”

It may not be a pleasant experience for the bush to be trimmed and shaped, but again it is the one
holding the pruning shears who decides when and how it is time to be pruned. In our lives that is God,
who disciplines us so that we may grow up into spiritual maturity. That means that He decides what
happens in our lives to mold the character of our soul. What it is that God wishes us to grow in is very
simply faith and prayer and love. Those things take time, and facing the trials and difficulties of life, but
they are worth it. They are the most important part of life.

(Hebrews 12:10-11) - It says that God “disciplines us for our good, that we may share in His
holiness. No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest
of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it.”

Point # 3:

There is one more thing that has to happen for our bushes to be shaped properly. They must
continue to grow. In growing they will fill in the parts that look a little empty after the pruning, and we will
do our part in continuing to trim them.

In our Christian life we are to continue to grow. Without that growing the pruning we experience
would not shape us but would deform us. God continues to nourish us so that we may grow; and the way
He does so is through His word (read, taken to heart and spoken back to Him in our prayers) through
worship (as our sins are forgiven and we are built up by other Christians speaking God's Word to us)
through the Lord's Supper (as Jesus the true vine gives us Himself, so that we are fed and have the
lifeblood of Jesus the Vine coursing through our veins).

(Hebrews 10:25) - It says “Do not forsake the gathering together of yourselves, . . . but encourage
one another, and all the more as you see the day drawing near.”

In this way a wonderful balance is achieved and Jesus Himself “disciplines” us — He shapes us into
being His disciples.

God bless you as you grow in Jesus.

Pastor Mark

God is pruning me
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LWML.

Our next meeting will be on

LW WEDNESDAY - JUNE 5" - 7:00 p.m.

i e M, Servers: Norma Carlson & Earlene Enervold

Nicole Boeder (at left with Pastor
Willig) sharing her experiences
as a missionary teacher in South
Africa at the LWML Spring Rally
held at our church on May 4.
Nicole is the great-great grand-
daughter of the founding
president of the LWML. For
more pictures of the Spring
Rally, go to our Facebook page.
(Friends in Christ Lutheran
Church - Morris, Illinois)

ission of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League is to assist each v
~of The LCMS in affirming her relationship with-—

<2 R ety
o e

St. Vincent’s Table
Thursday, June 13"

Dinner is served from 5:00 p.m. — 6:00 p.m.
(VOLUNTEERS: Please arrive at 4:00 for set-up)

If you would like to join us in serving, please sign up on the sheet
in our sanctuary or contact the church office.

KYKS.

(“Keeping Jour Kids [in] Shoes”)
Thursday, August 1°

Although summer is just beginning, we know how fast these warm and wonderful months fly by!
Please mark this date in your calendar and stay tuned for updates.
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Youth Events

Let no one despise you for your youth, but set the believers and example in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity. -Timothy 4:12

YOUTH NIGHT
Let us do the cooking for you tonight!

SUNDAY, JUNE 2, 2019
4:30 - 6:30 p.m.

Come and let our youth serve you up a
delicious Spaghetti Supper!

All free-will donations that are collected will go
towards both the National Youth Gathering
(July 10 — 15 2019) and the Higher Things
Youth Conference (July 16 — 19, 2019).
Please remember to pray for all youths and
adults that will be attending these events this
summer.

If you would like to attend The Spaghetti
Supper but didn’t get you're your name signed
on the list at church, please text (or call) Cathy
at 815/545-3777 as soon as possible.
Thanks!

NEAL.PRESENT.COD.
- National Youth Gathering
Minneapolis, Minnesota

(July 10 — 15, 2019)

Ao

Youth Conference
Mequon, Wisconsin
(July 16-19, 2019)

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

Don’t let this super fun event be
“the one that got away”!

This year we will have a

ONE-DAY ONLY

VBS Event Extravaganza.

Fun will be had and lunch will be
served! (Yay!) Our theme this year is
“Gone Fishing.” Plan to join us for this VBS
one day celebration.

- GONE FISHIN!
¥ (ONEDAYONLY)
& THURSDAY JUNE 6t
77 9:00 a.m - 2:00 p.m.

“Come, follow me,
and I will make you fishers of men.”
Mattbew 419 i

Laura Ruedin presented a music recital for
friends and family on May 19t in our sanctuary.
She sang different genres of songs & played
several piano pieces she has been working on
the last few years, including a duet with her
music teacher. Thank you, Laura, for sharing
the beautiful talents God has given you with us!
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SENIOR SERVICE JUNE BIRTHDAYS
MONDAY, JUNE 10 A
4" Deb Krugler
1:00 P.M. 6t Jean Struck
(A light lunch will be served 10"  Don Johnson
immediately following)
15" Byron Thorson
Need a ride? Please don’t hesitate to call 16" Duane Heren
the church office at (815) 941-1255 19"  Breenah Carlson
239 Cynthia Jelm
FRIENDLY SENIORS 24" Jennifer McComb
TUESDAY, JUNE 11 % 25" Shellie Halkyard
11:30 A.M. &QHAPPY 30"  Marilee Kane
| | >—FATHERS
We will be meeting at "DAY
La Mex Restaurant ‘,‘{/
in Morris. Please call Jerald )z
& Connie Van Heiden at
815/941-1139 if you plan on JUNE ANNIVERSARIES
attendlng._ (Please leave a 5t Mark & Cathy Thompson 15 years
message if necessary.)
16"  Curtis & Jana Johnson 62 years
h
"Oh come, let us sing to the LORD; let us make a 20" Larry & Joanne Heck 32 years
th i i
joyful noise to the Rock of our salvation! Let us 24 i Jerald & Connie Van Heiden 43 years
. . .
come into His presence with thanksgiving; let us 297 Bill & Amy Smith 29 years
make a joyful noise to Him with songs of praise!”
~ Psalm 95:1
Financial Report
Friends in Christ Lutheran Church 2019
General Fund JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL MAY YTD Actual YTD Budget
Income $ 10,883.11|$ 12,030.32 |$ 13,407.62 |$  20,081.37 $ 5640242 |$  54,660.00
Expenses $ 12,165.80 | $ 13,678.43 |$ 1417560 |$  13,055.19 S 5307502 |$  54,612.00
Net Income (Loss) S (1,282.69) 8 (1,648.11)] S (767.98)| § 7,026.18 | $ BE 3,327.40 | $ 48.00

5 WEEKS AND EASTER




Prayer

Calendar

JUNE 2019

//1

A

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

Pray daily for
Pastor Willig, Deb
Carter, Kris Farber
and their families.

Loving God brings about
a commitment to Him.
Help us to remember
God in our daily lives

this summer.
Deut. 10:12

Help us not to judge
others but accept each
other as brothers and
sisters in Christ.
1 Sam. 16:7
John 5:22

Lord we Thank You
for letting us live in a
country where we
can worship You
openly.

Lord be with our troops
as they continue to
serve our country here
and abroad. Bless
them and bring them
closer to You.

Lord, be with everyone
attending VBS today. Give
the children a hunger to learn
about You. Guide the
teachers to have the words to
bring these children to know
You. Bless them all Lord.

God, take away my

worries and let me

turn my problems
over to You.
Matt 10:31

Thank You for
letting us have a
clean slate daily so
we can start fresh.

God, | pray that
everyone | meet will
experience Your

Lord Help us to
remember that prayer

Pray that unity

Pray that we seek
opportunities to

God, fill me with Your
peace so that | can
share it with my family,

If we want God's Word.to
take root in our lives we
must read and study His
word and listen to Him.

Lord, please call us
out of sin and give us
the opportunity to

peaceful presence is our vital connection across our entire witness and to invite friends, and Lord help us to go o Your become acquainted
through me. to You. ministry will abound. | people to Friends in neighbors. Word daily. with You.
Isaiah 64:8 John 15:4-7 Ecc. 4:9-10 Christ. Eph. 2:14 James 1:23-24 Prov. 2:6
Lord bless those that
Pray that God ‘would Lord, show us the needs attend St. Vincent's Helb us to meditate on
comfort those Pray that weekly and open our hearts to table that they may get pYour Word this God put on our

among us that are ill
or going through
difficult times.

worship be a priority
for all in the body of
Christ.

God, create in us a pure
heart and renew a
steadfast spirit within us.
Psalm 51:10

move us to give of time
and money to help with
Your mission in the
world.

the nourishment they

need for the day. Bless

those that help make
and serve food.

summer and not take
a vacation from You.
Psalm 1:2-3

hearts to be active
in some way in our
church.

Lord, help us to love
You above everything
else and then to pass

that love along to
others.

Lord, help us te-want
You in our lives and to
know that the Spirit of
the Lord will never stay
where he is not wanted.
Heb.6:7-8

Pray that we will put
on the full armor of
God and be alert to
satan's strategies.

Keep our Friendly
Seniors healthy as
they enjoy good
Christian fellowship.

Help us to seek’'what
You would have us do
in our lives and come
to You in prayer before
we make decisions.
James 1:5

Lord, help us to put
all our trust in You.
Prov. 3:5-6

Lord, help me to
always have a spirit of
appreciation and
thanksgiving.
Psalm 16:11

We thank You for
our blessings
Lord.

Matt. 5:3-11
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Sun. Mon Tue Wed Thu. Fri. Sat.

1 COMMUNION
10:00 AM - VBS
Meeting & Set-up
5:30 PM — Worship

2 COMMUNION 3 4 5 6 7 8

7t Sunday of Easter 9:00 AM - Bible Study @ 7:00 PM — 9AM-2PM 5:30 PM — Worship

8:15 AM — Worship 1:00 PM — Euchre Club | Lutheran Vacation Bible

9:30 AM — Bible Study Hour 3:00 PM - VBS Final | Women’s | School

10:45 AM — Worship Set-up Missionary

12:00 Noon - Confirmation 7:00 PM — Elders League

4:30-6:30 PM — Spaghetti Supper

9 Pentecost Sunday 10 11 12 13 14 15 COMMUNION

8:15 AM — Worship 1:00 PM — 9:00 AM — Bible Study 4:00 PM - St. 5:30 PM — Worship

9:30 AM — Bible Study Hour Senior 11:30 AM — Friendly Vincent’s Table @

10:45 AM — Worship Service Seniors @ La Mex First Presbyterian

16 COMMUNION 17 18 19 20 21 22

Trinity Sunday 9:00 AM — Bible Study 5:30 PM — Worship

8:15 AM — Worship

9:30 AM - Bible Study Hour

10:45 AM — Worship

12:00 Noon — Confirmation <<6/20-23 LWML | National | Conference in

23 2nd sunday After Pentecost 24 25 26 27 28 29

8:15 AM — Worship 10:00 AM — | 9:00 AM — Bible Study 7:00 PM - Church 5:30 PM — Worship

9:30 AM - Bible Study Hour Park Pointe Council

10:45 AM — Worship

Mobile, Alabama >>
30 3¢ sunday After Pentecost July Dates: In August:

8:15 AM — Worship

9:30 AM - Bible Study Hour
10:45 AM — Worship

12:00 Noon — Confirmation

7/11-15 National Youth Gathering in Minneapolis
7/17 Higher Things Conference in Mequon, WI
7/16-18 Lutheran Deaf Mission Society in Topeka, KS

7/18-21 International Lutheran Deaf Association in Topeka, KS

7/22 Ephphatha Conference in Topeka, KS

7/20-25 LCMS Convention in Tampa, FL

8/1 KYKS Shoe Fitting
8/1 St. Vincent’s Table
8/11 Voters’ Assembly






