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So! We decided to rebuild our living room. The floor joists above were not adequate. They are now.
The path to do all this was not pleasant. It involved taking down a plaster and lathwork ceiling. And on
and on. We started mid-November. After a lot of work, I finally got to sand, stain and refinish the floor.
Last weekend we moved the furniture back in (from the dining room). We have pictures that show way
too many things pushed into that room. Now we no longer have to climb over a rolled-up rug or turn
sideways to get past the table.
Furniture is amazing! It can make a room comfortable, and pleasant to be in. It is surprising how a floor
that is finished makes the time spent with others in a room so much nicer. And you actually enjoy being
with someone a lot more when you are not saying, “Let me climb over that, and work my way through the
other stuff so I can bring you a glass of water.”
Our physical living room is where we spend a lot of time; and when people visit, we spend time
Continued . . .
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together there. It is supposed to be a nice place to be. But there are other living rooms . . .

This is where you live your inner life. The furniture there is: the thoughts that you entertain and revisit
over and over again; the emotions you make use of; and so on. Do you furnish that room with hopes
and plans? Do you collect kindness? Do you practice love and self-control? These are some of the
things Paul lists that make it a nice place to be. But then again, are there “cluttered piles” of jealousy,
fits of anger, or immorality? It is true - way too often we focus on the outward and neglect the inner living
room. (Now if we stopped here this meditation would be what we call law-focused; and then we would
either feel guilty or be fooling ourselves.)

For married couples and families these “shared living rooms” are amazingly important and can lift up and
exalt, or else can drag us down to an amazing degree. With what do we furnish our relationship living
rooms? Do we fill them with compliments and praise or griping and resentment? Many of us have been
in personal or work situations where nothing was ever good enough, or everything could be criticized
depending on the boss’ mood. We know how much a good, kind and encouraging word can motivate.
But it is so easy to allow clutter to build up, just like with our regular living room. In our relationship living
rooms it is the things we should have forgiven, or the kindnesses that we could have used to furnish our
relationships. And then when the difficult time comes, we might fall into the example of Adam. You
remember? He threw his wife Eve “under the bus.” And then he tried to blame God. Warning! That is
our heritage, and left to ourselves . . . oh, the mess!
But there is one more living room.
This is the place where we live in the presence of God. The furniture is put there partly by you and partly
by God. God brings eternal truths that comfort and refresh. God made you, made you well, and made
you to have eternity. He sent His Son Jesus not to condemn the world, but in order that the world might
be saved through Him. The Holy Spirit brings these things into the heart, giving faith. And when we do
not know how to pray, He intercedes for us. The furniture includes my baptism, His Word, and the place
where He shares His supper with me.
And what about my part? What do I bring? As a human being I am a sinner. As a Christian I am a
“sinner / saint”. So, I have an old nature that trots in with all kinds of broken and bent up furniture of the
soul. My “Old Adam” might have been out “garbage picking” for what it looks like. I know this, and yet
my old nature goes out and does it again. And God forgives, and patiently cleans things up – over and
over.
But then there is a gift from God, the new me, the one created by God to live in faith. That part hears the
promises of God and believes them. For me, the Christian, the spiritual living room is a place where I
can rest. I can sink deep into the promises of God like that favorite chair. The visits there are a rest
from the hard work of this life. And by His Word God opens up the world in ways I never expected.
He shares this living room with me. He takes my little baby steps of faith and makes them part of the
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furniture of the soul. There are prayers that are prayed; and God makes them part of the memorabilia,
decorating the living room of my soul with memories of where we have walked together.

My living room at home still needs a drywall ceiling, trim boards, walls to be patched, and someday
soon a nice new coat of paint. But it’s getting there! It is now much more of a comfortable place. My
living room of the soul still needs … well, the list is long! But God is at work, and He seems to have
had a lot of experience. With Him at work; it is a nice place to be. It’s good to spend time with Him
there.
Pastor Mark

L.W.M.L.
We will NOT be meeting in June
LWML CONVENTION 2021
Lexington, Kentucky
June 24 -27, 2021

Bonnie Nelson has been selected to as this year’s delegate for NID –
Zone 7 and has accepted the invitation to attend the LWML
Convention this summer. This year, during the Heart-to-Heart
Sister’s Luncheon, Bonnie and other attendees will hear from guest
speaker, Chikako Drawbaugh, who overcame many adversities as
Jesus drew her close to Himself. In her article in the summer edition
of the LWML Quarterly “My Journey With Jesus” (included here on
pg 4-6) she tells her story of how Jesus sought and found
her – an educated woman living in
a postmodern society in Japan.

Psalm 84:4, 10a
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therefore;
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than

sparrows.
--- Matthew 10:31
For by grace you have been saved through
faith. And this is not your own doing; it is
the gift of God . . .
Eph. 2:8
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1
2
9:00 AM – Bible Study
7:00 PM – Elders

3

4

5
9:30 AM –
Altar Guild
COMMUNION
5:30 PM – Worship

7
Flag Day

8
9
9:00 AM – Bible Study

10

11

12
5:30 PM – Worship

13 Pentecost 3
9:30 AM – Worship
10:30 AM – Bible Study Hour

14

15

17

18

19 COMMUNION
5:30 PM – Worship

20 COMMUNION

21

22
23
9:00 AM – Bible Study

24
7:00 PM – Church
Council

25

26
5:30 PM – Worship

6 COMMUNION
Pentecost 2

9:30 AM – Worship &
Live-Streamed
10:30 AM – Bible Study Hour

Pentecost 4

16

9:30 AM – Worship &
Live-Streamed
10:30 AM – Bible Study Hour

<LWML Convention
27 Pentecost 5
9:30 AM – Worship &
Live-Streamed
10:30 AM – Bible Study Hour
Kentucky >

28

29
30
9:00 AM – Bible Study

in

Lexington,

July Notes:
July 22-26: International Lutheran Deaf Assoc. /
Ephphatha Pastors of the Deaf / &
Church Interpreters’ Conferences
in Elk Grove

