
On to the End!
Celebrate the End of the Church Year - and the End of the World!

It's November. We start the month with All Saints Day and finish with "Christ
the King" and Thanksgiving. (Okay, there is also the first Sunday of Advent, but
you know what I mean.)

There is a theme in all this. On All Saints Day we remember those who have
gone before us into heaven and are now reigning with Jesus. They held to their
confession of faith in Jesus Christ on to the end. We celebrate even as we
miss them. Take some time this Sunday to remember the faithful in Christ you
know who are with Jesus in heaven. Thank God for their witness and for
keeping them safe. Remember that you will see them again. Stay faithful until
that day.

A couple weeks later we will observe a "Day of Prayer for the Persecuted
Church." The Gospel is spreading all over the world and there are some who
do not like this. (See last month's article, "The Era of Christian Expansion.")
The deepest reality of our time is not the issues of international politics. Those
are things on the surface. There is a deeper thing happening and it is the
spread of the kingdom of Jesus Christ. Read in Daniel 5 and 7 how all the
kingdoms of this world come and go, but there is an eternal kingdom that will
sweep all others away and will endure forever. The king of that kingdom is not
a tyrant who rules us against our will. He is one who is "closer than our own
breath" and knows us so completely that He brings us to the amazing
fulfillment of what the grace of God is working in us.

The deepest things happening in our days are not the struggles in our culture,
matters of morality, or even questions of religious freedom. These things are
the divisions that have to happen when the claims of Jesus Christ spread
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through the world and confront all other claims. It has always been that way.
Peter and John, Paul, Barnabas and Silas, Martin Luther, and so many others
have experienced this. The preaching of the cross and empty tomb, the
message of salvation in no other name than that of Jesus Christ has always
had the same two responses: belief and hostility. Belief on the part of those the
Holy Spirit is gathering into the kingdom of Christ; and hostility on the part of
those who do not want this word from God to intrude into their lives. It is the
same, age to age. In fact Jesus tells us two things about the end of the world.
(1) The Gospel will spread to the whole world as a witness to every nation and
then the end will come. (Matthew 24:14) (2) You will be hated by all for My
names sake.

November 22 is the last Sunday of the Church Year. For thousands of years
Jesus the Lord and Savior has been gathering millions of believers to live
forever with Him. There will come a day when He returns. That day will not be
like any other day. We will be a part of the most amazing gathering, as angels
gather God's people all together in one place - Christians as far as the eye can
see, a number that no one can count. There will be people from every nation,
coming together from every language, and all together celebrating! We will be
in that crowd, with so many of the loved ones (whom we remember on All
Saints Day) celebrating, singing, rejoicing, and seeing Jesus Christ face to
face. How long will it take for Jesus to personally welcome each one of us to
living for all eternity with Him? What will it be like looking around at familiar and
so many unfamiliar faces and knowing that we are a part of an eternal
celebration.

It fits pretty well to have Thanksgiving Day on that week. Take the time, set it
aside, remember the blessings you have received this year and praise and
worship your Savior and God. (And then get ready to tell the story all over
again. Advent and Christmas is coming.)

Pastor Mark

Two Young People Confirmed
Jeremy VanHeiden and Zachary Carlson confirmed
the faith in which they were baptized.  On October
25th we celebrated Reformation Day and their
confession of faith in Jesus Christ. They have been
studying hard and preparing for this day.  They chose
the day and time of classes, and when class was on
Labor Day or Columbus Day they said, yes, still meet
for class.  Congratulations Jeremy and Zach! God's
blessings in your Christian walk.  Live boldly for God!

Lutheran Women in Mission
Our meeting this month is Wednesday, November
4th at 10 am. We will have a devotion on God's
Loving kindness, treats and a short business
meeting. Plan to attend.
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The first Wednesday in December we will host a
potluck at 6 pm before Advent Service to
celebrate with the congregation one year of

LWML.

Sunday School
In Sunday School this fall we have been studying the
story of Joseph and his brothers, and Moses. We will
soon begin practicing for our Christmas program.

Youth Fundraiser
These beautiful decorative items are for sale until
November 8th. You can see more information about
the fundraiser and download the order form on our
website - click the link below.

Youth Fundraiser

Senior Service
The second Monday of each month we host a Senior Service for our shut ins, nursing
home and assisted living residents. We have a short communion service, and then a
fellowship time with a bite to eat. We have had between 24 and 35 people attend. This
month the service will be November 9 at 1 p.m.  If you want to attend, or can help, let
us know by calling the church office.

ANNIVERSARIES FOR NOVEMBER

11th      Harry & Sharon Benner          53 years
24th      Terry & Deb Carter              20 years
24th      Jerry & Kris Farber              26 years
30th      Gary & Pat Schultz               47 years
30th      Stephen & Diana Wills            47 years

BIRTHDAYS FOR NOVEMBER

1st        Mary Heren
2nd        Donna Carlson
            Carol Hansen
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3rd        Barbara Jenkins
6th        Lynn Thorson
8th        Earlene Enervold
9th        Alexander Applebee 

  Jeffrey VanHeiden
12th       Dennis Gjerde
13th       Delores Herman

  Morgan Wills
  Andrew Applebee

18th       Judy Johnson
24th       Kevin Olson
25th       Dennie Thompson

November Calendars
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