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“Gatherings”
That’s What “Congregation” Means

The Great Assembly

This is the vision of the Church that comes from the Bible. Itisthe vision
of people from “every nation and tribe and people and language”
gathered before the throne of God singing and praising God for
salvation. It is about Christians from Morris and from strange and far
away places with strange accents and different ways of talking -- like
Kagiso, South Africa and Red Bud, lllinois.

The vision of the church is the vision of God gathering His own, from the beginning of the world until the
end. (Look up these verses and read before and after to get the full impact.)

We hear about it in Psalm 22:22, the psalm from the cross, where Jesus holds to the promises and looks
past the suffering to the great fulfillment: “I will tell of Your name to my brethren; In the midst of the
assembly | will praise You.”

In Psalm 40:10 the language changes just a little and David talks about “the great congregation.”
Hebrews 2:12 takes the verse from Psalm 22 as a quote from Jesus.

And finally Revelation 7:9-10 opens up the complete vision at the end, on Judgment Day: “After these
things | looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could count, from every nation and all tribes
and peoples and tongues, standing before the
throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white Save the Date:

bes, and palm b hes in their hands; cryi :
robes, and paih branches In Thelr nands, cying = oer 3; LWML Meeting 7:00 p.m.
out with a loud voice, saying, “Salvation belongs

It-:rztér”God who sits on the throne and to the 8g1.|.- ; ;ml\i/lol_r ggrﬁgg ?gg Srr:
: OCT 9: Friendly Seniors 11:30 a.m.
The Whole Church OCT 11: St. Vincent's Table (set up) 4:00 p.m.
This is what the Church is, because it is what God OCT 21: Youth Day Bonfire (TBA)
is doing. Jesus, with and through the Holy Spirit, OCT 25: Church Council Meeting 7:00 p.m.

(Continued on page 2) OCT 28: Reformation Sunday (Al worship services)
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(Continued from page 1)

is gathering people out of the whole world and bringing us together into a multitude, a crowd where it will not be
possible for us to count the number.

What does this mean?

All around the world Jesus is working in the lives of billions of people each one as one individual soul.

To each one He sends the Gospel.

To each one the message comes about a Savior Jesus who died to forgive their sins, and who rose from the dead so
they can rise and live forever.

And from this Savior they learn why. Because He loves them and cares about them, each one of them, and wants
them to share His life and His glory.

Within the soul of each one the Holy Spirit calls through the words that come from Jesus. And within each soul the
Holy Spirit works to plant those words and create faith.

This is the work of Jesus, spreading the Kingdom, and He is working in billions of hearts and souls all at once / and at
the same time He is working individually in each.

Some Glimpses

All of this is going on unseen to us, except for the occasional glimpses we get of the impact of the Gospel changing
someone.

Martin Luther tells of how the Gospel suddenly broke through to his heart that had been trained to hear only the
Law of God. And from that moment on he could not stop telling of the freedom, salvation, forgiveness and joy that
is in the Gospel.

Many of us could tell of a moment when we suddenly had the Word of God hit home, and we have never been the
same since.

There are a growing number (and already it is a lot!) of stories of Muslims around the world encountering Jesus in
dreams and then coming to the Gospel -- Jesus bringing them into His kingdom; taking away the burdens, guilt and
fear.

We hear of the deep commitment to the Gospel in China, North Korea, and other places -- because the Gospel is life
and freedom; more life and freedom than any worldly power can ever promise or give.

But, again, we get only glimpses. As we hear of so many around the world coming to faith in Jesus we only see on
the surface. The work of God is deep in the soul.

Jesus is doing the work of gathering His kingdom, and He will gather His kingdom until the time when He has
gathered the countless multitude. Jesus said, “This gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a
testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.” (Matthew 24:14)

The Gospel of the Kingdom

This is what we celebrate this month as we get closer and closer to Reformation Day. It is not all about celebrating
the Lutheran Church (Missouri Synod even). And it is not all about celebrating Martin Luther. The name and the
history are part of our celebrating. But what we are celebrating is this:

God sent His Son Jesus into the world. He was born, died and rose from the dead -- and He did all of that for me. --

It is ours through the Word of God given to us with the actual “risen-from-the-dead” body and blood of Jesus -- and
we come to God’s table and God puts eternal life on our tongues.

We celebrate the amazing “jaw-dropping-and-you-will-never-find-the-words-to-completely-tell-how-amazing-it-is”
love of God in Jesus. ' )

“If the Son sets you free you will be free indeed!” —Jesus

Happy Reformation Month and Wear Red on the Last Sunday! k

Pastor Mark ‘

1 Corinthians 2:2
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Our next meeting will be on

Wednesday - October 3" - 7:00 p.m.

Servers: Alice Hunt and Marcia Gjerde
Special preparations for LWML SUNDAY will be the focus of our October Meeting

I— LWML SUNDAY - October 7, 2018

Lutheran Women in Mission
LWML Members will actively be participating in All Aspects of the Service.

Women’s Help Center
(306 East High Street, Morris, IL 60450)

Part of our LWML SUNDAY program will be an In Gathering for New Beginnings Thrift
Store/Women's Help Center, in addition to having a dedicated offering for New Beginnings.

In gathering items needed, which can be dropped off on the LWML table any time through
LWML Sunday, October 7™, include the following:

Baby Items: Lotion, Wash, Wipes, Diaper Cream, Diapers, Pull Ups

Personal Items: Bar Soap, Hand Soap, Body Wash, Denture Cream & Cleaner,
Deodorant, Shampoo & Conditioner, Hair Spray, Mousse,
Toothbrush & Toothpaste, Feminine Products, Adult Pads

Paper Products:  Kleenex, Paper Towels, Paper Plates, Napkins, Toilet Paper

Cleaning Products: Dish Soap, Laundry Soap, Dryer Sheets, All Purpose Cleaner,
Floor Window & Toilet Cleaner, Disinfectant Wipes, Garbage
Bags

Food Items: Canned food only

The focus of the Thrift Store is to support the activities of the Women's Help Center by selling new
and gently used items that are donated. These donations of saleable items are tax-deductible. If you have
items to donate to the Thrift Store, please deliver them directly to the New Beginnings Thrift Store located
at the 306 East High Street, Morris, lllinois 60450 or call 815 513-3964 to arrange pick-up of larger items.
DO NOT BRING Thrift Store items to the church.
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YOUTH HAPPENINGS:

We had a wonderful day at Brookfleld
Zoo in September. It was warm — but
there was a nice breeze to keep the day
comfortable. No matter how many
times you’ve seen the animals, it’s
always fun to stand in awe of God’s
creativity!

The upcoming youth events for the rest
of the year are as follows:

October 21°%: Bonfire at the Ruedin’s
house in Seneca beginning. Come and
roast hotdogs and make s’'mores!! Time
TBD...watch bulletin for more details.

November 18": Bowling, Laser Tag,
and Pizza at Echo Lanes in Morris. Cost
will be $5 per participant and you must
sign up ahead of time so we know how
many people to make a reservation for.
(Watch for a sign-up sheet in October.)
The rest of the cost will be covered by
the youth account.

December 9™": Youth Christmas Party!
You know you want to come because this
is always a fun time!! More details
coming.

BROOKFIELD

Chicago Zoological Society
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Inspiving Corse Leud




Friends in Christ Lutheran Church

October 2018

Senior Service

Monday, October 8" at 1:00 p.m.
(Luncheon immediately following)

Friendly Seniors

Tuesday, October 9*" at 11:30 a.m.

CHILI’'S RESTAURANT
(88 W. Gore Road, Moirris, IL)

If you would like to join us, please sign up
on the sheet provided on the bulletin
table in the sanctuary or call the church
office.

... Let us fear the LORD our God, Who
gives the rain in its season, the autumn rain

and the spring rain, and keeps for us the
weeks appointed for the harvest.”
-Jeremiah 5:24b

Friends in Christ

October Birthdays

2" Ray Carlson
6" Tisha Barnes
10t Signey Carter
12t Tina Nighsonger
15%  Joan Olson
Scott Thorson
Dolores Wiegand
16™  Barbara Pope
18™  Ann Anderson
. 19" Harriet Osmundson
239 Mark Stevens
25t Lori Stevens
27" Amy Thorson
31t Terry Carter

October Anniversaries

10/18 Chris & Stephanie Willig 10 years

10/28 Mark & Lori Stevens

2 years

Financial Report

Lutheran Church 2018

General Fund

APRIL MAY JUNE JuLy AUGUST YTD Actual | YTD Budget
Income S$ 17,33862 | S 1162827 |S$ 16,211.19 | $ 15,402.48 | $ 13,910.33 | §  108,500.65 [ $  109,240.00
Expenses $ 13,04380|S 12,049.77|S 13,059.89 | § 13,607.56 | $ 11,661.18 | § 102,120.97 | $  109,240.00
Net Income (Loss) S 4,294.82 | S (421.50)| $ 3,151.30 | § 1,794.92 | $ 2,249.15 | § 6,379.68 | S -
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Ten Blessings of Loying Semeone with Special Needs

by Pastor Michael Salemink [reprinted from Life Date; Fall, 2018]

All children have special needs. Every human being comes with unique and individual needs. Their
distinctive circumstances and personalities may bring certain challenges, but they also grant irreplaceable
blessings. Where sin sees others -- with or without disabilities -- as threats to personal desires and priorities,
Christian grace and faith can see them as gifts of hope and purpose and receive them as treasures and joys.

Here are just ten of the many ways:

1.

10.

They prove God sustains. Despite what Individuals without disabilities might assume, persons with
disabilities enjoy their lives as much as anyone else. They appreciate all its opportunities and gifts, even
in the midst of affliction.

They embody grace. Living with disability proclaims that age, appearance, and ability don't make a
person more or less valuable. Rather, God's love in creating, redeeming, and calling pronounces every
member of our race precious.

They model community. Persons who have impairments demonstrate how all human beings get to
depend upon our Heavenly Father and upon each other.

They add another viewpoint. Those who lack what many take for granted contribute insights on life and
relationships that we might not otherwise experience.

They invite servanthood. Neighbors that require particular attention and assistance provide us with
opportunities to step outside ourselves and our concerns for the privilege of showing compassion.

They surprise. What a delight to witness In these exceptional people how God's goodness can't be limited
by our expectations and familiarities!

They underscore the promises of Paradise. When brokenness becomes more obvious, it highlights the
comfort that comes from our hope in the resurrection to everlasting life in our Savior's new creation.

They prepare us to help others. Practicing acts of kindness toward the ones whose needs we can clearly
perceive trains and shapes us for aiding everybody around us, especially the least of these.

They personify Christ. In the hurts and handicaps of individuals with disabilities, we encounter Christ
Himself who Incarnates heaven among us in humility. They draw us near to the Father whose power is
made perfect In weakness -- and not just theirs but even ours.

They blaze us a trail. Loving someone with special needs prepares us to face the days when our own
frailties inevitably increase. Whether those frailties show up in injuries or ailments or age, we will have
learned how to inhabit them with courage.




Prayer
Calendar

OCTOBER 2018

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
Lord, please wrap
Lord, thank You for Lord, when we feel ) Your arms around
being our refuge and that we are at our Lord, lead us in Thank You those who are hurting
strength, and for being | lowest we know You the path You Lord for today, let them feel
a very present help in | are there to pick us up i Your love and be
trouble. and bless us. would h_ave us bleSSIng (?Uf' comforted in knowing
Psalm 46:1 Thank You Lord goin. Congregatlon. You are in control.

Lord, let all that |
am wait quietly
before You, for my
hope is in You oh
Lord.

Lord, please help me-to
have eyes that see the
best in people, an heart
that forgives the worst, a
mind that forgets the
bad and a soul that
never loses faith in You.

Lord, sometimes itiis
difficult to pray and not
be distracted for our
minds wander at
times. Help us to be
focused on You when
we pray.

God we feel at times
that we are wandering
in the wilderness. Be
with us and help us to
know You are with us.

Lord, thank You for
blessing us with
friends and family who
love, encourage,
comfort, and rejoice
with us.

Luke 1:58

God, help us to
prepare for church
as we come
together to
worship You.

Lord, help us to
prepare our hearts
and minds for
worshiping You.

Lord, give our

Lord, so many people
are looking for work.

Lord, open our ears

Lord, bless thase'in
Sunday School and
those teaching to

Lord, thank You for

Lord, reveal to me

congregation a Bless those looking to hegr Your words We thank You | come to know You and being near and opportunities to tell
passion to be a light to with a job that You with a frgsh for our families | tolive by Your word. | comforting me when| | others the story of the
unreached people. choose special for perspective. Help our Sunday pray to You. birth of Your son.
Rom. 9:1-3 ; 10:1 them. 2 Tim. 3:16 Lord. School grow. Deut 4:7 Romans 10:14
. Lord, as our schedules . .
Lord, be with those fill with programs, Lord thank You for Lord, heIp us to live Lord, forgive us when

Lord, thank You for
the opportunity to
worship You
together in public.

children who are in school

not to take to heart hurtful

things other students say.

Help our children to know

You are with them on good
and bad days.

meetings, sports events
and other obligations
help me find times of
peace and silence to
reflect on You.

equipping us to do
good works in Your
name.
Eph. 2:10

Lord, teach us to test
everything, to hold on
to good and to avoid
every kind of evil.
1 Thess. 5:19-22

our lives in a
manner worthy of
Your love.
Mark 13:24-37

we fail to see the
miraculous signs of
Your presence in our
everyday lives.
Dan. 4:2-3

God, only You know
the exact day Christ
will come. Keep us
alert and vigilant.
Mark 13:24-37

Lord, as our farmers
harvest keep them safe
and bless them with
good crops and good
weather while they
gather the gifts You
have blessed them with.

Lord, open my eyes to
those around me so
that | might be a friend
to someone who is
feeling alone.
Eph 4:32

God, thank You for
loving the world so
much that You gave
Your Son so that we
may have eternal life.
John 3:16




October 2018 — Friends in Christ Lutheran Church, Morris, Illinois

Sun. Mon. Tue. Wed. Thu. Fri. Sat.
1 2 3 4 5 6 COMMUNION
9:00 AM - Bible Study | 7:00 PM - 5:30 PM - Worship
1:00 PM - Euchre Lutheran Women's
Club Missionary League
7:00 PM - Elders
7 COMMUNION 8 9 10 11 12 13
20th Sunday After Pentecost 1:00 PM - No Bible Study 4:00 PM - St. 5:30 PM — Worship
LWML Sunday . Senior Service | 11:30 AM - Friendly Vincent’s Table
8:15 AM — Worship Seniors @ Chili’s @ First
9:30 AM - Bible Study & Presbyterian
Sunday School
iggg :’;’Io; ‘flgc:ilz;fmation <Fall Pastors’ | Conference>
14 21% sunday After Pentecost 15 16 17 18 19 20 COMMUNION
8:15 AM — Worship 9:00 AM — Bible Study 5:30 PM — Worship
9:30 AM - Bible Study &
Sunday School
10:45 AM - Worship
21 COMMUNION 22 23 24 25 26 27 COMMUNION
22™ Sunday After Pentecost 10:00 AM - 9:00 AM - Bible Study 7:00 PM - Ret:’formact’ion Sunday
8:15 AM - Worship ; ; Observe
9:30 AM — Bible Study & Park Pointe Church Council 5:30 PM — Worship
Sunday School
10:45 AM - Worship
12:00 Noon — Confirmation
Time? — Youth Night Bonfire
28 COMMUNION 29 30 31 November 4 Daylight Savings Time Ends

Reformation Sunday Observed
8:15 AM — Worship

9:30 AM — Bible Study &
Sunday School

10:45 AM — Worship

9:00 AM — Bible Study

| FIESTA SAN PABLO!
November 4™ 5:00 PM @

Iglesia Evangelica Luterana San Pablo

555 E. Benton St., Aurora, IL






