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+ Call to Worship +

Greeting and Opening Prayer
Opening Hymn #578 “T3hy Strong Word”
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1 Thy strong word did cleave the dark - ness; At Thy
2 Lo, on those who dwelt in dark - ness, Dark as
3 Thy strong Word be-speaks us righ - teous; Bright with
4 From the cross Thy wis - dom shin - ing Break - eth
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speak - ing it was  done. For cre - at - ed
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Thy sal - va - tion, Breathed Thine own life - breath-ing breath.
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Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907-76 Tune: Thomas J. Williams, 1869-1944 Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 130302628 Tune: Public domain

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20
(P) In the name of the Father and of the -}~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Exhortation 1 John 1:8-9 LSB 151

(P} If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.



Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Confession of Sins LSB 151

(P] Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your
holy name. Amen.

Absolution [John 20:19-23] LSB 151
(P) Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As
a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name
of the Father and of the *}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

+ Service of the Word +

Responsive Reading: Psalm 46

1God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.
2Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way,
though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea,
Sthough its waters roar and foam,

though the mountains tremble at its swelling.

“There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.

God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved:;

God will help her when morning dawns.

The nations rage,

the kingdoms totter;

He utters His voice,

the earth melts.

"The LoRD of hosts is with us;

the God of Jacob is our fortress.

8Come, behold the works of the LORD,

how He has brought desolations on the earth.
9He makes wars cease to the end of the earth;
He breaks the bow and shatters the spear;

He burns the chariots with fire.

0“Be still, and know that I am God.

I will be exalted among the nations,

I will be exalted in the earth!”

1The LorD of hosts is with us;

the God of Jacob is our fortress.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
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Kyrie Mark 10:47 LSB 152

)
Lord, have mer - cy.

(P} For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

(P) For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray
to the Lord.

Lord, have mer - cy.

(P} For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

(P) Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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This Is the Feast Revelation 5:12-13; 19:5-9 LSB 155
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free to be peo - ple of God. Refrain
hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are His. Refrain
join in the hymn of all cre - a - tion:  Stanza 4
God and the Lamb for -ev-er. A - men. Refrain
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P Letus pray.
Almighty and gracious Lord, pour out Your Holy Spirit on Your faithful people. Keep us steadfast in Your
grace and truth, protect and deliver us in times of temptation, defend us against all enemies, and grant to
Your Church Your saving peace; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Sit
First Reading: Revelation 14:6-7
®Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to proclaim to those who dwell on
earth, to every nation and tribe and language and people. ‘And he said with a loud voice, “Fear God and give him
glory, because the hour of his judgment has come, and worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the
springs of water.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Epistle: Romans 3:19-28

*Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may
be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 2°For by works of the law no human being will
be justified in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin.

Z1But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets
bear witness to it— #’the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no
distinction: Zfor all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, *and are justified by his grace as a gift,
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 2whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be
received by faith. This was to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over
former sins. 21t was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the
one who has faith in Jesus.

2'Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of works? No, but by the
law of faith. 2For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia and Verse John 6:68 LSB 156
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Holy Gospel: John 8:31-36

Sit

(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eighth chapter.
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Glo - ry to You, O Lord.

31350 Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples,
%2and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” **They answered him, “We are offspring of
Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?”

3Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. *The slave does
not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. **So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.




Sermon I-Aymn #656 “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”
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Text: tr. composite
Text and tune: Martin Luther, 1483-1546
Text and tune: Public domain



Sermon "Triple Threat, Triple Fortress" Sermon Text: Psalm 46

Stand

Nicene Creed
| believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life I~ of the world to come. Amen.

Sit
Prayer of the Church
Responses:

P Lord, in Your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Final Petition:
P Hear us Father for we pray in the name of Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, Who has forgiven our sins,
healed our diseases, will one day raise us from the dead and has taught us to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, as we forgive those
hallowed be Thy name, who trespass against us;
Thy kingdom come, and lead us not into temptation,
Thy will be done on earth but deliver us from evil.
as itis in heaven; For Thine is the kingdom
give us this day our daily bread; and the power and the glory

and forgive us our trespasses forever and ever. Amen.



Stand

Offerings are brought to the LORD's altar as we sing:

Offertory Psalm 116:12-13, 17-19 LSB 159
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.

+ Service of the Sacrament +

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] LSB 160
(P The Lord be with you.

And al - so with you.

(P} Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them to the Lord.

(P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

|
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

(P] Itistruly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord,
almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the
grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising
You and saying:



Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 LSB 161
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.

Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161
(P) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and sent
Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the
salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen
us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in
His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful
the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver
and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
(P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He
broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is given for you. This do
in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them,
saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini John 20:19 LSB 163
(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.




Agnus Dei John 1:29 LSB 163
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

Sit

Distribution of the LORD's Supper

Stand
Thank the Lord [Psalm 105:1-3, 42-43]; [1 Chronicles 16:8-10] LSB 164
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Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-"ry-one what He has done.
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Post-Communion Collect
P Letus pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore
You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy

Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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men.




Benediction Numbers 6:24—-26 LSB 166
(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon vou with favor and -« aive vou peace.
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Sending Hymn #655 “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word”
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2 Lord Je - sus Christ, Your pow’r make known, For You are
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Son And bring to naught all He has done.
we May sing Your praise e - ter - nal - ly.
strife And lead us out of  death to life.

Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1543, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug
Text and tune: Public domain

Acknowledgments
Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard
Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2023 Concordia Publishing House.
CCLI Copyright License Includes access to lyrics in SongSelect 2492782 Size A
CCLI Streaming Plus License 21592990 Size A

COVER PHOTO: Wartburg Castle in Eisenach, Germany, where Martin Luther translated the New Testament
into German.




