
 

 

 

 

 

The Third Sunday in Advent 
 

Sunday – December 17, 2023 – 9:30  a.m. Worship 
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✟ Call to Worship ✟ 

Pre-Service Music “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”                Bonnie Nelson & Mark Stevens 
 

Greeting & Opening Prayer 
 

Opening Hymn #351 “Creator of the Stars of Night” 

 

 

 

 
 

5 O Thou, whose coming is with dread 

To judge the living and the dead, 

Preserve us from the ancient foe 

While still we dwell on earth below. 

 

D 6 To God the Father and the Son 

And Holy Spirit, Three in One, 

Praise, honor, might, and glory be 

From age to age eternally. Amen. 
Text: Latin, c. 5th–10th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. Tune: Sarum plainsong, c. 9th cent., mode IV Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

 

Stand 

 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 



P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You 

in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 

loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your 

holy name. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As 

a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name 

of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

 

✟ Service of the Word ✟ 

Responsive Reading: Introit 

P Show us your steadfast love, O LORD, 

C  and grant us your salvation. 

P Let me hear what God the LORD will speak, 

C  for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints; but let them not turn back to folly. 

P Surely his salvation is near to those who fear him, 

C  that glory may dwell in our land. 

P Yes, the LORD will give what is good, 

C  and our land will yield its increase. 

P Righteousness will go before him 

C  and make his footsteps a way. 

     Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

     as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 LSB 152 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord.  

 
  

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

 
  

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray 

to the Lord. 

 
  

 

 

 

 



P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

 
  

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 
 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray:   

 Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers  

C and to lighten the darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation;  

 for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,  

 one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Sit 

 
 
Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 9:1-7 

 1 But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time he brought into contempt the land 

of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he has made glorious the way of the sea, the land 

beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 

2 The people who walked in darkness 

 have seen a great light; 

those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 

 on them has light shined. 
3You have multiplied the nation; 

 you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you 

 as with joy at the harvest, 

 as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 
4For the yoke of his burden, 

 and the staff for his shoulder, 

 the rod of his oppressor, 

 you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
5For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult 

 and every garment rolled in blood 

 will be burned as fuel for the fire. 
6For to us a child is born, 

 to us a son is given; 

and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

 and his name shall be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7Of the increase of his government and of peace 

 there will be no end, 

on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 

 to establish it and to uphold it 

 



with justice and with righteousness 

 from this time forth and forevermore. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Epistle Reading: Hebrews 1:1-9 
 1Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, 2but in these last days 

he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. 
3He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the 

word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 
4having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 

 5For to which of the angels did God ever say, 

“You are my Son, 

 today I have begotten you”? 

Or again, 

“I will be to him a father, 

 and he shall be to me a son”? 

6And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, 

“Let all God’s angels worship him.” 

7Of the angels he says, 

“He makes his angels winds, 

 and his ministers a flame of fire.” 

8But of the Son he says, 

“Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, 

 the scepter of uprightness is the scepter of your kingdom. 
9You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; 

therefore God, your God, has anointed you 

 with the oil of gladness beyond your companions.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
 

Stand 

 

 
Alleluia and Verse John 6:68 LSB 156 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 



Holy Gospel: Luke 1:26–38 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter. 

  

 
  

 26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27to a virgin 

betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he 

came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29But she was greatly troubled at the 

saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, 

Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you 

shall call his name Jesus. 32He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will 

give to him the throne of his father David, 33and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom 

there will be no end.” 

 34And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 

 35And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 

overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. 36And behold, your relative 

Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. 
37For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to 

me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 
 

 

Sit 

 
 
 
Sermon Hymn #342  “What Hope! An Eden Prophesied” 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 
Tune: Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, 1813, Harrisburg, ed. John Wyeth 
Text: © 1998 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 130302628 
Tune: Public domain 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Sermon: "Wrapped in a Wonderful Name" 
Mary and Joseph were both told to name the baby, Jesus (the One Who Saves).  As they follow the angel’s directions, this 

Baby with so many more names will come as prophesied. 
 

Sermon Texts: 
Luke 1:26-38 (Today’s Gospel) 

Matthew 1:18–25 

 18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, 

before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19And her husband Joseph, being a 

just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20But as he considered these things, 

behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary 

as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you shall call 

his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had 

spoken by the prophet: 

23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

 and they shall call his name Immanuel” 

(which means, God with us). 24When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: 

he took his wife, 25but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus. 

 
 

Stand 

 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 



Offerings are brought to the LORD's altar as we sing: 
 

Offertory Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 LSB 159 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 

 

Prayer of the Church 
     Responses: 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 

 C Hear our prayer. 

 

     Final Petition: 

P Hear us Father for we pray in the name of Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

 C Amen.  
 
 

 

 

Stand 

 

✟ Service of the Sacrament ✟ 

 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] LSB 160 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
  



 

 

P Lift up your hearts. 

 
  

 

 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

 

 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 

almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, 

proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and 

calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again in 

glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 

glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
 

 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 LSB 161 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 

P Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen 

us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in 

His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful 

the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver 

and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

 



Lord’s Prayer 

P  Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He 

broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do 

in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 

saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini John 20:19 LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 
 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 LSB 163 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Sit 

 

Distribution of the LORD's Supper 
 

Stand 

 

   as we forgive those 

      who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

         and forgive us our trespasses 

 



Thank the Lord [Psalm 105:1–3, 42–43]; [1 Chronicles 16:8–10] LSB 164 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore 

You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

 
 
 
Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Closing Hymn #357 (v.1-3) “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Köln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Tune: French, 15th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Next Week 
December 24, 2023 

9:30 a.m. 
 

What Do We Do with Advent?
 

The Fourth Sunday in Advent  
Christmas Eve (morning) 

The “REJOICE” Candle 
 

 

Like the Shepherds and the Angel Army,  

we Rejoice and proclaim God’s work of Salvation 


