
 

The First Sunday After Epiphany 
The Baptism of Our Lord 

 

Sunday – January 7, 2024 – 9:30  a.m. Worship 
 

(In-Person & Live -Streamed)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friends In Christ Lutheran Church 
 

1338 Clay Street – Morris, IL – 60450 
Website: www.ficlc.org   E-mail: office@ficlc.org   Office: (815)941-1255 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ficlc.org/
mailto:office@ficlc.org


✟ Call to Worship ✟ 

 

Greeting & Opening Prayer 
Opening Hymn  #344  “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” 

 

 

 
Text: Charles Coffin, 1676–1749; tr. composite 
Tune: adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571–1621 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Exhortation 1 John 1:8–9 LSB 151 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

Confession of Sins LSB 184 

P Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean and that we have sinned against You by thought, word, and deed. Wherefore we flee for refuge to 

Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us, have mercy upon us and for 

His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of 

You and of Your will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to 

everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

Absolution [John 20:19–23] LSB 151 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As 

a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name 

of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 



 
Stand 

✟ Service of the Word ✟ 

 

Responsive Reading: Psalm 29 

P 1Ascribe to the LORD, O heavenly beings, 

C   ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 

P 2Ascribe to the LORD the glory due His name; 

C   worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness. 

P 3The voice of the LORD is over the waters; 

C   the God of glory thunders, 

   the LORD, over many waters. 

P 4The voice of the LORD is powerful; 

C   the voice of the LORD is full of majesty. 

P 5The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars; 

C   the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon. 

P 6He makes Lebanon to skip like a calf, 

C   and Sirion like a young wild ox. 

P 7The voice of the LORD 

C   flashes forth flames of fire. 

P 8The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; 

C   the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 

P 9The voice of the LORD makes the deer give birth and strips the forests bare, 

C   and in his temple all cry, “Glory!” 

P 10The LORD sits enthroned over the flood; 

C    the LORD sits enthroned as king forever. 

P 11May the LORD give strength to His people! 

C    May the LORD bless His people with peace! 

      Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;  

      as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 LSB 204 

 
 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River You proclaimed Him Your beloved Son and 

anointed Him with the Holy Spirit.  

C    Make all who are baptized in His name faithful in their calling as Your children  

        and inheritors with Him of everlasting life;  

        through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

        the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

        Amen. 
Sit 

 

 



Old Testament Reading: Genesis 1:1–5 
 1In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2The earth was without form and void, and darkness 

was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. 

 3And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was good. And God 

separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was 

evening and there was morning, the first day. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 
Epistle: Romans 6:1–11 

 1What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2By no means! How can we who 

died to sin still live in it? 3Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized 

into his death? 4We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised 

from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. 

 5For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection 

like his. 6We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be brought to 

nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 7For one who has died has been set free from sin. 8Now if 

we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9We know that Christ being raised from the 

dead will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. 10For the death he died he died to sin, once for 

all, but the life he lives he lives to God. 11So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in 

Christ Jesus. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
 

 

Stand 

 

Alleluia and Verse John 6:68 LSB 156 

 

 
 

 
 
Holy Gospel: Mark 1:4–11 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  
4John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 
5And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him and were being baptized by him in the river 

Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair and wore a leather belt around his waist 

and ate locusts and wild honey. 7And he preached, saying, “After me comes he who is mightier than I, the strap of 

whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8I have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you 

with the Holy Spirit.” 

 9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And when he 

came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens opening and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 
11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” 

  



P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
Sit 

 

Sermon Hymn  #405 (v. 1-5) “To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord”  

 

 

 
Text: James P. Tiefel, 1949, alt. 
Tune: Musicalisch Hand-Buch der Geistlichen Melodien, 1690, Hamburg, alt. 
Text: © 1993 James P. Tiefel. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 130302628 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon "When a Can-opener Becomes a Does-opener" Romans 6:1-11 & other readings 
 

Stand 
 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 



 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
(Please remain standing) 
 

Offerings are brought to the LORD’s altar 
 

Sit 

 

Prayer of the Church 
     

     Responses: 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 

 C Hear our prayer. 

 

     Final Petition: 

P Hear us Father for we pray in the name of Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

 C Amen.  
 

 
Stand 

 

✟ Service of the Sacrament ✟ 

 

 
 
Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] LSB 160 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 

almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for at His Baptism Your voice from heaven 

revealed Him as Your beloved Son, and the Holy Spirit descended on Him, confirming Him to be the Christ. 

Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 

glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 



 
Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 LSB 161 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and sent 

Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the 

salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  

C Amen. 

 
 
 
The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He 

broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do 

in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 

saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

 
 
Pax Domini John 20:19 LSB 163 

P   The peace of the LORD be with you always. 

C     Amen. 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 



Agnus Dei John 1:29 LSB 163 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 

 

Distribution 
 

Stand 

 
 
Thanksgiving LSB 200 

         P  O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, 

            C  and His mercy endures forever. 
 
 
 
Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore 

You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C     Amen. 

 

 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

 
 

 
 

 



Closing Hymn  #589  “Speak, O Lord, Your Servant Listens” 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Anna Sophia von Hessen-Darmstadt, 1638–83; (sts. 1–3): tr. George A. T. Rygh, 1860–1942, alt.; (st. 4): tr. Christian Worship, 1993 
Tune: Johann Schop, c. 1590–1667 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Acknowledgments 

Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 

by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2024 Concordia Publishing House. 

CCLI Copyright License Includes access to lyrics in SongSelect 2492782 Size A  

CCLI Streaming Plus License 21592990 Size A  

 

 

 


