
 

 

 

 

The Fourth Sunday in Lent 
Sunday – March 19, 2023 – 9:30  a.m. Worship 

 

(In-Person & Live -Streamed)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friends In Christ Lutheran Church 
 

1338 Clay Street – Morris, IL – 60450 
Website: www.ficlc.org   E-mail: office@ficlc.org   Office: (815)941-1255 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.ficlc.org/
mailto:office@ficlc.org


✟ Call to Worship ✟ 

Greeting 
 

Opening Hymn #439 (v.1-3) “O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken”  

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Heermann, 1585–1647; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Exhortation 1 John 1:8–9 LSB 151 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

Confession of Sins LSB 151 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Heavenly Father, we come as sinners.  You have called us and we have turned away, time after time.  

We have not loved You with our whole heart, and we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  Yet, 

You have sent Your Son Jesus, to be born, to be one of us; and to carry our sins.  Call us, once again, 

to the cross, to see the fullness of Your mercy in Jesus.  Remind us of the forgiveness He earned and of 

the victory of the empty tomb.  Renew us in faith, lead us in Your ways, and build Your kingdom 

among us through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

        Amen. 

 



Absolution [John 20:19–23] LSB 151 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As 

a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name 

of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
Stand 

 

✟ Service of the Word ✟ 

Psalm 142 

P 1With my voice I cry out to the LORD; 

C  with my voice I plead for mercy to the LORD. 

P 2I pour out my complaint before him; 

C  I tell my trouble before him. 

P 3When my spirit faints within me, 

C  You know my way! 

P In the path where I walk 

C  they have hidden a trap for me. 

P 4Look to the right and see: 

C  there is none who takes notice of me; 

P no refuge remains to me; 

C  no one cares for my soul. 

P 5I cry to you, O LORD; 

C  I say, “You are my refuge, 

  my portion in the land of the living.” 

P 6Attend to my cry, 

  for I am brought very low! 

C Deliver me from my persecutors, 

  for they are too strong for me! 

P 7Bring me out of prison, 

C  that I may give thanks to your name! 

P The righteous will surround me, 

C  for you will deal bountifully with me. 

             Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;  

                 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 LSB 204 

 
Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 42:14–21 

14For a long time I have held my peace; 

 I have kept still and restrained myself; 

now I will cry out like a woman in labor; 

 I will gasp and pant. 
15I will lay waste mountains and hills, 

 and dry up all their vegetation; 

I will turn the rivers into islands, 

 and dry up the pools. 
16And I will lead the blind 

 



 in a way that they do not know, 

in paths that they have not known 

 I will guide them. 

I will turn the darkness before them into light, 

 the rough places into level ground. 

These are the things I do, 

 and I do not forsake them. 
17They are turned back and utterly put to shame, 

 who trust in carved idols, 

who say to metal images, 

 “You are our gods.” 

18Hear, you deaf, 

 and look, you blind, that you may see! 
19Who is blind but my servant, 

 or deaf as my messenger whom I send? 

Who is blind as my dedicated one, 

 or blind as the servant of the LORD? 
20He sees many things, but does not observe them; 

 his ears are open, but he does not hear. 
21The LORD was pleased, for his righteousness’ sake, 

 to magnify his law and make it glorious. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle: Ephesians 5:8–14 
 8For at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light 9(for the fruit 

of light is found in all that is good and right and true), 10and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. 11Take no 

part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. 12For it is shameful even to speak of the things 

that they do in secret. 13But when anything is exposed by the light, it becomes visible, 14for anything that becomes 

visible is light. Therefore it says, 

“Awake, O sleeper, 

 and arise from the dead, 

and Christ will shine on you.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 

Verse for Lent Joel 2:13 LSB 157 

 

 

 



 
Holy Gospel: John 9:1–17, 34–39 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the ninth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 1As he passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2And his disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or 

his parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the 

works of God might be displayed in him. 4We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is 

coming, when no one can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 6Having said these 

things, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva. Then he anointed the man’s eyes with the mud 7and 

said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went and washed and came back seeing. 

 8The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar were saying, “Is this not the man who used to 

sit and beg?” 9Some said, “It is he.” Others said, “No, but he is like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 10So 

they said to him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 11He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud and 

anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ So I went and washed and received my sight.” 12They 

said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 

 13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus 

made the mud and opened his eyes. 15So the Pharisees again asked him how he had received his sight. And he said 

to them, “He put mud on my eyes, and I washed, and I see.” 16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from 

God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?” And 

there was a division among them. 17So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him, since he has 

opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.” 

 34They answered him, “You were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?” And they cast him out. 

 35Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 
36He answered, “And who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?” 37Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and it is 

he who is speaking to you.” 38He said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. 39Jesus said, “For judgment I 

came into this world, that those who do not see may see, and those who see may become blind.” 

  

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
Sit 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Sermon Hymn #438 (v. 1-3) “A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth” 
Exodus 12:5 {2}; Isaiah 53:1-12 {1}; John 1:29 {3} 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 
Tune: Wolfgang Dachstein, c. 1487–1553 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 130302628 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon  "Indignity Dignified" Is. 53:7-8 
 

Sermon Text: Isaiah 53:7–8 

7He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 

 yet he opened not his mouth; 

like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 

 and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, 

 so he opened not his mouth. 
8By oppression and judgment he was taken away; 

 and as for his generation, who considered 

that he was cut off out of the land of the living, 

 stricken for the transgression of my people? 

 



Stand 

 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

Prayer of the Church 
Responses: 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 

 

Final Petition: 

P Hear us Father for we pray in the name of Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

 C Amen.  
 

 
Stand 

 



Offerings are brought to the LORD’s altar as we sing: 
Offertory Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 LSB 159 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

✟ Service of the Sacrament ✟ 

 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] LSB 160 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 

almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the devil and 

gave His life as a ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to celebrate the 

paschal feast in sincerity and truth. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 

we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

 
 
 

 



Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 LSB 161 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  

P  Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given Your only-

begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 
  

At Your command, Abraham prepared to offer his son Isaac as a sacrifice on the mountain; yet, in mercy 

You provided a ram as a substitute.  We give You thanks that on Calvary You spared not Your only Son but 

sent Him to offer His life as a ransom for many. 
  

As we eat and drink His body and blood, grant us, like Abraham our father, to trust in Your promise now 

fulfilled in Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world. 
  

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 

Lord's Prayer  LSB 209  Matthew 6:9–13 

C  Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He 

broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do 

in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 

saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini John 20:19 LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 



Hymn  #439 (v. 4)  “O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken” 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Heermann, 1585–1647; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Sit 

 

Distribution of the LORD's Supper 
 

 

Stand 

Thanksgiving LSB 200 

P  O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, 

C  and His mercy endures forever. 

 

 
Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore 

You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 LSB 212 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 
Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

 
 

 



Closing Hymn #439 (v. 7-8)  “O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken” 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Heermann, 1585–1647; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

2023 Lenten Schedule--Isaiah’s Crucifixion Chronicles 

The Lent Story, according to the  “Fifth Gospel” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Fifth Sunday in Lent, March 26, 2023  – 9:30 a.m. 
 

Death’s Sting No More   

 (Isaiah 53:9) 

 

Like other humans: [Jesus was] buried...  

“…with the wicked, and with a rich man in His death”, 

Then Isaiah adds: “though He had done no wrong.” 
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