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 Come Worship with us! 
 

 

Saturday Evenings     …      5:30 p.m. 
Sunday Mornings      …       8:15 a.m. 
             …     10:45 a.m. 
Sunday School            
& Adult Bible Study  …       9:30 a.m. 
 

(Tuesday Bible Study …     9:00 a.m.) 
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     Why Not?
 
 

 

One more observation from “a parent”: 
I have held off on taking my son to sporting 
events.  I don’t know whether he will want to 
appreciate the sports or teams that I do.  I 
think it is not right for me to force my beliefs 
on him.  He should make up his own mind 
whether he likes sports; or even physical 
activity.  I’ve noticed that he spends a lot of 
                                                              (Continued on page 2) 

 
 
 

Save the Date: 

SEPT   4: (NO) Tuesday Bible Study  9:00 a.m. 
   Elders Meeting    7:00 p.m. 
SEPT   5:  LWML               10:00 a.m. 
SEPT   9: Rally Day    9:30 a.m. 
SEPT 10: Senior Service                  1:00 p.m. 
SEPT 11: Friendly Seniors              11:30 a.m. 
SEPT 16: Youth Day              12:15 p.m. 
SEPT 27: Church Council Meeting   7:00 p.m. 
 
 

 

 

      

 
 

 

It’s an old survey.  It’s also fake.  But it’s fun to read.  It’s fun to switch 
one thing for another and see how a whole lot changes. 
 

Ten Reasons Why People Miss Ballgames:   
(From “Friday Church News Notes”) 

 

10.  I was taken to too many games by my parents when I was a kid. 
9.    I suspect that I was sitting next to some hypocrites because instead 
of paying attention to the game, they came to see their friends and 
talked the whole time. 
 8.    It seems the games are always scheduled when I want to do other things, like go to church. 

7.    The band played numbers I’d never heard before and not the good ol’ fight songs. 
6.    I went to a lot of games but the coach never bothered to thank me. 
5.    The referees made decisions I couldn’t agree with. 
4.    Often the game goes into overtime or extra innings and I would be late getting home. 
3.    The seats were too hard and uncomfortable. 
2.    The people I sat next to didn’t seem friendly. 
1.    Every time I went, they asked for money. 
 

Did you laugh at any of these reasons?  I did!   
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(Continued from page 1) 

time in front of the TV playing video games and eating chips, but that’s his business.  As parents we have to 
respect our children’s choices.  They should be free to do what they want and know that we will always 
give them unconditional support and approval. 
 
That is just plain backwards. 
 
Sunday School Starts September 9 with Sunday School Rally Day 
 
Actually, it is fascinating to watch sports traditions in families.  There can be generations of fans, going 
together to games, collecting jerseys and souvenirs.   
There is one football team owned by the fans.  (It’s up in Wisconsin – that’s all I can bring myself to say.)  
Fans can buy a share of the team, and as a part of that many buy the rights to season tickets.  They are 
owned, held within the family, and can be passed down from parents to children.  They can be inherited.  
And when they are, children and grandchildren treasure what they have shared and inherited from their 
parents.  It’s not only the tickets themselves; it’s the shared attitude, hopes and dreams of one generation 
after another of fans. 
 
That is God’s design for His church.  At the end of the Old Testament, God promised to send the Messiah 
Jesus, and a prophet to come before and pave the way.  And then God attached a fascinating promise, “he 
will turn the hearts of the fathers to their children and the hearts of the children to their fathers ….” 
(Malachi 4:6) 
 
Part of what God does in building His kingdom is to bring us together, generation to generation.  It is a part 
of healing things that were pulled apart by the fall into sin.  It is a part of the word of life that comes to us 
in Jesus, who calls us one people and one body in Him. 
 
We live in a sinful world with so many things that are ready to pull people away from each other.  Standing 
against all that division, God is doing His work of bringing us together in Jesus Christ.  He brings healing to 
our lives, and gives us to each other to care for, watch over and pray for each other. 
 
One more thought: 
Enaud Nereh (that’s Duane Heren spelled backwards because this is exactly the opposite of anything he would ever say!) 

says, “You know, there really isn’t any reason to go to a Cubs game, or even watch it live, cause it’s just as 
good finding out the next day who won.” 
We know that’s not true! 
 

In the same way – it is not the same hearing about salvation as it is being right in the middle of it 
happening.  When we come to church we are not just hearing about something that happened way back 
many years ago.  We are in the middle of forgiveness, giving and receiving.  We have God’s name put on us 
and His blessings given.  God speaks eternal words into our ears and hearts.  And then Jesus calls us to 
supper and gives us Himself.  Being in the middle of all those things is a lot different than hearing on a 
Monday morning that something happened yesterday. 
 
God is calling.  He calls us to come together and He promises to be with us. 
You are invited. 
 
Pastor Mark Willig 
 

 
 



  

Our initial K.Y.K.S. Shoe Distribution day back on July 30th was a 

success!  We gave away 168 pairs on that day and have fitted 44 

more children for shoes - bringing us to a grand total of 212 pairs of 

shoes given out!   We thank God for His guidance through this 

ministry and the opportunity to serve others.  
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 Our next meeting will be on  

 

HAPPENINGS.........New Beginnings Thrift Store / Women's Help Center was the 
featured presentation at the August 1st LWML meeting here at Friends In Christ 
Lutheran Church.  
 

The focus of the Thrift Store is to support the activities of the Women's Help Center 
by selling new and gently used items that are donated.  These donations, both  

  
 

monetary and saleable items are tax-deductible. 
 

The Mission of the Women's Help Center, which is open to any woman, 18 years or older, is to empower 
women through their Mentoring and Wellness Programs.  The Mentoring Program provides women with 
life skills and hope: 
     -- Equipping - providing information and resources on topics which meet their specific needs such as  
         Building Self Esteem, Managing Health Issues and Spiritual/Christian Guidance (to name a few). 
     -- Listening - hearing their life stories and sharing the "been there/done that" experience to let them 
         know they are not alone. 
     -- Supporting - use of prayer and encouraging words. 
     -- Empowering - sharing God's Word in order that they reach their full potential. 
 

Our members, at our business meeting which followed the presentation, voted to support New Beginnings 
Thrift Store / Women's Help Center at our LWML Sunday in-gathering on October 7, 2018, in addition to 
having a dedicated offering that day. 
In gathering items needed, which can be dropped off on the LWML table any time through LWML Sunday, 
October 7th and include: 
 

Baby Items:  Lotion, Wash, Wipes, Diaper Cream, Diapers, Pull Ups 
Personal Items: Bar Soap, Hand Soap, Body Wash, Denture Cream & Cleaner, Deodorant,   
   Shampoo & Conditioner, Hair Spray, Mousse, Toothbrush & Toothpaste,  
   Feminine Products, Adult Pads 
Cleaning Products:   Dish Soap, Laundry Soap, Dryer Sheets, All Purpose Cleaner, Floor 
   Window & Toilet Cleaner, Disinfectant Wipes, Garbage Bags 
Food Items:  Canned food only 
 

LWML SUNDAY - October 7, 2018 - LWML Members will actively be participating in All 

Aspects of the Service.  Be Prepared for some surprises. 
 
OUR NEXT MEETING - September 5, 2018 at 10:00 AM - Servers Deb Carter and Cathy Thompson 
Discussion Topics at our September meeting will be LWML Sunday planning and Spring Rally Planning. 
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YOUTH HAPPENINGS:    

The youth activity for August was a fun 

outing and picnic at Starved Rock.  We 

enjoyed seeing God’s creation while hiking.  

Thank you to the adult chaperones and 

drivers. 

The youth planning on going to the National 

Youth Gathering will meet on September 9th 

at 1 pm to work on our fundraiser.  Don’t 

forget to bring addresses and your “blurb” 

about why you want to go to the NYG. 

The upcoming youth events for the rest of 

the year are as follows: 

September 16th:  We will be going to the 

Brookfield Zoo.  Meet at the church at 

12:15 and we will leave from there.  Youth 

will need to bring money for dinner at a fast 

food restaurant after we leave the zoo.  If 

you would prefer to bring a sack lunch, 

that’s fine too.  Zoo admission for youth 

and drivers will be provided by Pastor and 

Paula and the youth account.  Please sign 

up for this event on the sheet on the 

bulletin table or call/text Cathy at 815-545-

3777 so we know how many drivers we 

need. 

October 21st:  Bonfire at the Ruedin’s house 

in Seneca beginning.  Come and roast 

hotdogs and make s’mores!!  Time 

TBD…watch bulletin for more details. 

November 18th:  Bowling, Laser Tag, and 

Pizza at Echo Lanes in Morris.  Cost will be 

$5 per participant and you must sign up 

ahead of time so we know how many 

people to reserve for (watch for a sign-up 

sheet in October).  The rest of the cost will 

be covered by the youth account. 

December 9th:  Youth Christmas Party!  You 

know you want to come because this is 

always a fun time!!  More details coming. 
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Senior Service 
Monday, September 10th at 1:00 p.m. 
(Luncheon immediately following) 
 

Friendly Seniors 
Tuesday, September 11th at 11:30 a.m. 
Al’s Steakhouse 
(1990 W. Jefferson Street, Joliet, IL) 
 
If you would like to join us, please sign up 
on the sheet provided on the bulletin 
table in the sanctuary or call the church 
office.  
 
 

 

September Birthdays 
   

  1st Paige Thorson 
 

  2nd David Smolich 
   Sabina Woods 
 

  4th Arik Applebee 
  Phyllis Lund 
 

  7th Doris Stangland 
 

  8th Sarah Riordan 
 

  11th David Halkyard 
 

  17th Norma Carlson 
   Gary Schultz 
 

  27th  Amber Brown 
 

  28th Mark Willig 
 

 

 

September Anniversaries 
 

1st Greg & Deidre Carlson    27 years 

6th Art & Willene Turner  66 years 

17th Doug & Jeannine Halkyard 41 years 

 



Please pray daily for Pastor  
Willig, Deb Carter, Kris Farber  

and their families.  Missionaries  
everywhere, Iglesia San Pablo  

Church, Deaf ministry, People of  
the Book Outreach, Salam  
Christian Fellowship and  

Christians being persecuted.

Our mission is Friends  
bringing friends to  

Christ.  Lord help each  
of us to bring others to  

church so they can learn  
more about You.

Mark 5:19

Lord Bless those that  
received shoes from our  

Shoe ministry.  Thank You  
Lord for those that opened up  

their hearts to give of time  
and money.  Thank You for  

making this ministry a  
success Lord.

Lord ,Thank You for Bible  
Study at the church.   

Thank You for wonderful  
opportunities all week to  

study Your Word with  
Christian friends.

Lord, help us to put on  
Your full armor so that  

we take a stand against  
the devils schemes.

Eph.6:11

We pray that unity 
across our entire 

ministry will abound.
Ecc. 4:9-10

Please bless us Lord 
with wisdom, 

discernment and a  
God-like heart for all  

our congregation.

God, be with those in  
the Military, bless  

them and keep them 
safe.  Help them to get  
to know You better as  

they serve.

Lord give us all  
strength and wisdom 

to turn over our 
stress and busy lives 

to You.

Lord, I pray that You 
will be the 

stronghold of my life.
Psalm 27:1

Lord be with our  
Friendly Seniors as they  

get together for  
Christian Fellowship.   

Bless them as they visit  
and keep them healthy.

Lord, Thank You for 
the strength I find as 
part of the body of  

Christ.
Ecc. 4:12

Lord, we humbly 
pray for forgiveness 

and healing.
Psalm 103: 2-3

Lord, teach us that we  
were made in Your  
image and that You  

love us just as we are.
Joshua 1:9

God, we praise You for  
our Savior Jesus Christ,  
who brings peace, good  
news and salvation to all  

who believe.
Isaiah 52:7

Lord, Thank You for 
making me a living 
sanctuary for You.

John 4:13-14

Lord, help me to  
understand and 

respond to needs of  
people around me.

Phil. 4:19

Thank You Lord for 
listening as we bring 

our prayer requests to  
You.  Help us to come  
to You first in prayer.

Lord, we give You 
thanks that nothing 

can ever separate us 
from the love of Christ.

Rom. 8:35

Lord, Thank You for  
Your Word of truth, for  
Your presence of truth,  
and for the Holy Spirit  
that guides us in truth.

Lord help me to 
be self-controlled 

and alert.  

As brothers and sisters in  
Christ help us to make  

decisions that are pleasing in  
God's eyes and treat each  

other as God would.
Eph. 4:32

Lord, guide us to live 
out our faith by 

helping and 
supporting others.

1 Thess. 5:11

Lord, we pray for  
healing, strength, and  
continued presence 

today.
Mark 5:36

Dear Lord, we pray 
that You would raise  

up a new wave of 
people strategically  

serving in our church.

Lord, Thank You for  
the marvelous joy that  
comes from walking in  

the light of Your 
presence.

Psalm 89:15

Lord, my prayer is  
simple.  Make my faith  

in You greater.
Luke 17:5

Lord, renew my trust in  
You in the midst of  

success and times of  
failure.

Psalm 84:12

Lord, please help us to  
prepare our hearts  
before we come to  

worship You.

Lord, please teach me  
to develop habits that  

protect my spiritual  
health. 

Matt 6:13



 
September 2018 – Friends in Christ Lutheran Church, Morris, Illinois 

Sun. Mon. Tue. Wed. Thu. Fri. Sat. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1  COMMUNION 
 5:30 PM – Worship  

2  COMMUNION 3 4  No Bible Study 5 6 7 8 
15

th
 Sunday After Pentecost 

8:15 AM – Worship  
9:30 AM – Bible Study Hour 
10:45 AM – Worship  

Labor Day 1:00 PM – Euchre 
Club 
7:00 PM – Elders  

10:00 AM – 
Lutheran Women’s 
Missionary League 

7:30 PM – Circuit 
Forum @ 
Immanuel, 
Batavia 

 5:30 PM – Worship  

9  16
th 

Sunday After Pentecost  10 11 12 13 14 15  COMMUNION 
SUNDAY SCHOOL RALLY DAY 

8:15 AM – Worship 
9:30 AM – Sunday School Rally 
10:45 AM – Worship  
12:00 Noon – Confirmation   
1:00 PM – National Youth 
                   Gathering Meeting 

1:00 PM – 
Senior Service 

9:00 AM – Bible 
Study 
11:30 AM – Friendly 
Seniors @ Al’s Steak 
House 1990 W. 
Jefferson St., Joliet 

   5:30 PM – Worship  

16  COMMUNION 17 18 19 20 21 22 
17

th
 Sunday After Pentecost 

8:15 AM – Worship  
9:30 AM – Bible Study & 
Sunday School 
10:45 AM – Worship  
12:15 PM – Youth to the Zoo 

 9:00 AM – Bible 
Study 

   5:30 PM – Worship  

23  18
th

 Sunday After Pentecost 24 25 26 27 28 29 
8:15 AM – Worship  
9:30 AM – Bible Study & 
Sunday School 
10:45 AM – Worship  
12:00 Noon – Confirmation  

10:00 AM – 
Park Pointe 

9:00 AM – Bible 
Study 

 7:00 PM – Church 
Council 

 5:30 PM – Worship  

30  19
th

 Sunday After Pentecost October Dates: 
 8:15 AM – Worship  

9:30 AM – Bible Study & 
Sunday School 
10:45 AM – Worship  

                                     October 7 Lutheran Women’s Missionary League Sunday 
                            October 27-28 Celebrating Reformation Day 
(November 4 – Daylight Savings Time ends) 

 




